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There is no option 


The days of the big sports car it seems are over. The CanAm 
is officially dead and buried, while the future of the World 
manufacturer's championship for three litre prototypes is 
still very much in the balance as there appears to be very 
little interest from the manufacturers in the series for 1975. 

In the European championship all the manufacturer's of 
prototypes, with the exception of Gulf, have indicated that 
they will not be taking part next year. This means that 
such names as Matra, Alfa Romeo and Porsche will all be 
missing from the entry lists. No organiser is going to want 
to put on events which are going to be dominated by one, 
or at best two, cars from a single manufacturer. It happened 
in the CanAm series this year and that finally killed it 

What is the problem? Undoubtedly it is just too expen- 
sive. The budget for running a team of 3-litre Fl engined 
prototypes is on a par with, if not higher than, that for an 
Fi team. It needs Fl size sponsorship for the teams and, 
as is well known, Fl is the category that attracts all the 
attention, and thus that's where the sponsors want to go. 
Also, of course, prototype racing no longer has any bearing 
whatsoever on road going vehicles, which must be why the 
major manufacturers will not take part, 

It has been announced that the Silhouette Formula will 
be introduced in 1976 and there will be two manufacturers 
championships; one similar to the current regulations, but 
introducing a 5-litre stock block class and one for Silhouet- 
tes. If the Silhouette formula does take off then it will 
almost certainly kill prototype racing if the proposed stock 
block regulation is not adopted. With the CanAm now gone 
the time has come for a move for a world sports car cham- 
pionship, which will double as CanAm, so that perhaps the 
two can be dovetailed. It's been said before but there is a 
very strong basis for a formula already—two seater F500. 
Certainly allow the 3-litre cars to run, if anyone can afford 
them, F5000 engines and components are plentiful which 
would leave the manufacturers just chassis and body 
development, which has got to work out considerably 
cheaper. The speeds attained would still be very close 
to Fl and the spectacle just as good. For the past three years 
sports car racing around the world has been dominated by 
‘one works team and the whole spectacle has gone out of it. 
Such a series could attract the works teams from Ferrari, 
Alfa Romeo and Matra, but the 5-litre division, through 
price, and carefully written regulations, should attract the 
non-works competitors as they would be in with a chance 
of outright victory. At the moment all the privateers are in 
2-litre cars which, of course, give them no hope against the 
four works cars. 

The new regulations, whatever they may be, should 
cater for racing where the majority of the field has a good 
chance of outright victory, if the team, car and driver is 
good enough. 

If the current prototype constructors continue to reject 
the idea of a 5-litre stock block division, then we can see 
no future for sports car racing. 


our cover picture 


Timo Makinen/Henry Liddon scored their second successive, and Ford's 
third successive, victory on the RAC Rally last week in the Colibri 
backed works Escort Photo: David Winter 
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edited by Chris Witty 


Gitanes are staying French 


Gitane's Racing Manager Jean- in any class, Including p 

Prerre Aujoulet told us on Tu and that they would hop 

day that they had taken the the rivers as this 

decision not to. sponsor any were also looking 
h-based teams in Grand  Alpine-Renauit and Ligier as 


ing next year. This potential teams. However, he in- 


follows a spate cf stories that formed ug. that” the” Matra 

have been circulating for the past decision wifl not be given ustl 

few weeks. Aujoulet did say his December 10 but, i would 

French ‘cigarette company had from. Gitanes’ attitude, 

received proposals from, Hex: Matra would not “continde next 

gon, Hesketh and. Surtees Year 

about next. season, However, Paul Michaels of Hexagon, 

Aujouler added that Gitanes whom the Glianes’ supe 

would like to continue sf it were thought to. be. going 

at all possible to find an all. “naturally disappointed” 

Frenoh team for 1975, even if clined to make statemen ob Harper and David Purley—contemplating a proper move into Fl? 
Mr Aujoulet said they would further with Bernie E 


Beare be tecking iors she ha ue setarned from Harper in F1 and F2 
Kuwashima | All Aitough ¢he Bob Harpe £2 rth Grand Prt Harpe ony 
washim ison wins cam ran pcomemame cet cher sonee ino Grand” Prt 


tries BT44 | last NASCAR | i css0 i outs vp ota" dn 


Prix. 


couple of weeks ago, Japan's first NASCAR Grand Na icnal wn who have race: pany with @ view to running « 
Masami Kuwashima .s certainly in the Los Angeles Times 500 a1 his year with Pur. single one-car effort in Formula 
impressing his fellow countrymen, the Oniario Mot Quester and Jim 1 next year, It would seem that 
especially’ with his amitude to: | !ast weekend. This was the las das drivers. will be Purley would. be the obvious 
wards European racing and the Face in the 30 event Grand Na! ming back next year to con: choice, especially having had FI 


jonal calendar and it was All 


way he's gone in Formula 2 this the European F2 Champion: Experience in 1973 with @ March 
year with his Roy Kennedy-run son's second win of oe nce again, They have oo ‘well turn out to be 
Graviner/Sanyo-backed = Mareh- wdered two brand new Merch another March for despite the 
BMW. 782-BMWs which is ironic when Bicester company’s withdrawal 

At the Mount Fuji circuit last you consider they replaced tw from their own Grand Prix pro: 
Sunday, the five invited Euro- milar cars after just a couple gramme, it is generally thought 
pean Fl" teams demonstrated races earlier this year with they arg prepared 10 supply two 
their Grand Prix cars. to over Chevrons Fl cars ¢o order (the other for 


80,000 madly en.dusiastic fans, Bob Harper has always Vittorio Brambilla) and thus are 


and Brabham boss Bernie Eccle: expressed a desire to compete in able to maintain thelr interest 

stone allowed Kuwashima several Formula 1 and, apart from a in FL by entering them under 

careful laps in Carlos Reutem: dabble with the much publicised March Engineering, even though 

fann’s works Brabham BT44 Toke Fl car in mid-season when they will be run from outside the 
However, 23-year-old Kuxwash: Purley tried to qualify 4 for the factory. 


ima, despite several tentative 
offers, doesn't want to move into 
Formula 1 next year. He says 
he would prefer to underiake 
another season of European F2 
Facing berore making such a step. 
The team’s current car is being 
sold to make way for a new 
March, 


Rouff’s FA | FF tyre tests 
Opert offer | 22.5208 Ss 


out some comparison tests on 


BRM t t Bobby Allison—NASCAR win American Chevron importer Fred | Formula Ford tyres for. next 
ad nearly three-quarters | OPert has been talking to fellow | year in con.anction with Dunlop. 
ests ia) Bebihea neni Shres-que American Tony Roulf about the ‘ 


fa lap ahead of David Pears: Powe rie ggg florrs wg The tyres they were seriously 


be cancelled. Drivers who were RC Cola Ford. has raced in Europe for the past erally wet. However, it was 

reason for the cancellation was Allison, Yarborough, at the British Grand Prix last alshough if they are used all 

that Amon was unavailable. It is Petty and Foyt fought year. That has been his only the current ge: ratios will be 

widely thought that he will lead, but during the last 15 of the aim fame so far although wutdated. The SP Sport was the 
Bob Evans’ name has been Then Foyt tc ae af Tete F3 championships, Rouff wear rate. 

be given a couple of test days. down and coasted to the finish driving his venerable GRD) at the slightly quicker but had the 
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Pit and Paddock 


Stuart Graham (left) receives a magnum of champagne among other 
donations for winning this year’s Tarmac British Racing Championship. 


International Tarmac 


At a prestigious reception 
by Tarmac Limited at the C 
venor Hotel last week, the com: 
pany who generously support the 
award of Brite Racing Cham 
pion, undertook to announce their 
Prans for next year's champion: 
ship, and, at the same ime 
sented this year's winni 
Graham with bis prizes tou 
somewhere in 
£2000. Add 
bonuses from Champion, 
and. Koni and as the Gl Chevrolet 
Camaro driver righsly pointed ou: 
this “had turned a season's 
Joss in to @ small profit 

‘As from January 1, 1975, the 
Tarmac British Racing Champicn. 
ship Is (0 become international 
The number of races qualifying 
for inclusion :n the Championship 
is to be increased to more than 
120 to take in all major Inter 
national and International Open 
Faces throughout the wo:ld. The 
Championship ‘will remain con. 
fined to Bultish and Common. 
wealth drivers holding an Inter 
national Racing Licence issued 
by the RAC. 


ominated races qualifying for 
the new-look Tarmac Champion. 
ship are: World Formula 1 and 
Sports ships and 
he European F5000, F2, 2-litre 
sports car, GT and Touring Car 
series. Also included will be the 
Tasman series, the John 

British Formula Atlanc.c 
pionship, SCCA/USAC Formula 


5000 Championsh Spa 
Francorchamps 24 saloon 
car race and any non-champlon: 
hip Fi, F2 and F500 races out 
side the British Isles. Finally, bu: 
not least, the Indianapolis 500 
has also been included 

Poln:s will be allocated on the 


usual 29-15-12 32-1 «cale 
for the Brst ten finishers overall 
while double points will be 
awarded to World Championship 
Fl races, the Le Mans 24 Hour 
race and the Indy 500. Extra 

mints will De awarded for the 
jest Jap in each event while no 
ver can include more than 10 


for consideration towards the 
Champions 


GRD stop production 


GRD are ceasing to make racing 
cars as from teis Friday. This 
was the message from managing 
director Mike Warner this week 

“The situation is becoming 
tight. The market no 
exists for our s 
made in any sort of numbers 
fo make it. worth while. With 
people like Lola, Ron Tauranac 
nd Ray Jessop coming into the 
F3 market the cake ie being cu 
into too many pieces. If I’ could 
See us soiting 15 cars next year 
it would be worth having 
@ go, But, the way I see it, the 
market just is not there and con. 
sequently I have laid off all the 
staff on the racing side, I've been 
hanging on since the collapse of 
the. Monzeglio dealin Italy 
there have been inquiries for 
cars but nothing firm. I've got to 
be realistic. 

“T may lose battles but 1 


don’t intend to lose the war. The 
phoenix may rise agan, but it 
won't be for another. tw 
three years. I doubt. if I shall 
go into the commercial side of 
Facing again, bu: I can enviage 
@ works car competing and wear 
ing the GRD badge. There is no 
question of liquidation or bank 
Fuptcy, the racing sde is being 
Closed but the other sides of GRD 
will ‘continue 

Maybe we have scrolled 
litte Dit of history, but time 
© The venue of next year's 
French Grand Prix is still un- 


certain. Graham Hill, represent. 
ing the GPDA, visited the 
Charade circuit" at Clermont 
Ferrand on November 14, but. 


according to the French sporting 
paper L'Equipe, he didn't stay 
very long. A further decision will 
be taken on December 6 
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A couple of weeks ago, the 
BPICA met wich the CSI in Zurich 
to continue with further discus. 
sions as to exactly how the 1976 
word sports car regulations 
should be interpreted. This fol 
lowed the earlier meeting which 
had taken place at the Nurburg. 
Fing at the beginning of August 
and had proved unsatisfactory 
Derek Ongaro, who was repre 
senting Lola, told us on Monday 
that this recent meeting was a 
major breakthrough as far as he 
was concerned. "For the first 
ime, we dscussed the whole 
matter in English and it was 


ranslated into French said 
Ongaro. Once again we 
gather ra-Simea repre. 


mcanives expressed dislike 
for the proposed 3-lire racing/5: 
litre ‘stock engne format. and 
were untappy about the proposed 
weight limi. To a degree, both 


Ferrari and Alfa Romeo support 
ed the French company who had 
brought along Renault, Alyzne 


and Ligier for added support. In 
an effort to make sure they had 
f say, Matra even asked their 
wa Georges Martin onto. the 
CSI board of which he is a mem. 
ber. 
The case of Guy Ligier and his 


Sport car regs meeting 


Ligier-Maseratis Is indeed quite 
unfortunate as in no way can he 
produce the required 400 units 
Per year to comply for the new 
G5 World Championship of Makes 
and the car, which is a GT, would 
be of Pittle use in the proposed 
G6 format. 

Representing Britain and the 
States were McLaren, | March, 
Gulf, Cosworth, Shadow, Chevrol: 
et and Lola as well ‘as Dean 
Delamont who was in his capacity 
as a CSI officials Porsche were 
also represented and tended to 
agree with the Anglo-American 
way of thinking. However, Matra, 
Alfa and Ferrari argued inces: 
sanily in favour of S-litre racing 
engines, saying that these had 
been under development far long: 
er than the S-litre stock-block 
Chevrole. The Amencans 
opposed. this. 

The meeting was very well 
chaired by Swiss Kurt Schilds and 
it now looks as of the two new 
types of sports and GT champion 
ships, which were originally. pro- 
posed ear‘ier this year, will come 
into proper effect when the rules 
are written next month. "If the 
Original proposals are turned 
down, then you may as well for- 
get sports car racing” sald one 
BPICA spokesman, 


Organs FA 
continues 


mm Organs 
hampionship. w 
year with a 10 round 
series worth £5,000, 

Southern Organs took over the 
hampionship in the middle of 
this year from MCD and uppe 
the prize money by 60 per cent 
The prize fund for 1975 continues 


nth place on the basis: 1, 
30; 2, £100; 3, £75; 4, £65 
5, €45;'6, 35: 7, €25; 8, £15 


9, £10 and 10, €5. The ‘points 
will be awarded on s 9-6-4-3-2-1 
basis for she first =x places, 

Dates of the rounds will be 
March 2, Brands Hatch; May 18, 
Brands Hatch; June 22, Brands 
Hatch: July 6, Thruxton; July 

Brands Hatch; August 3, 
stone: August” 10, Snetter: 
ton ; September 21, Brands Hatch 
Ocecber 4, Oulton” Park and 
October 19, Brands Hatch, The 
final round will not count for 
double 

Tn add to the Atlantic 
series, the Kent and Sussex based 
Southern Organs International 
company will also be backing & 
National FF championship and 
having their own days at Brands 

fh. Mallory. Park, Oulton 


2G 
BMW 2-litre sports car its first 
ever run at Goodwood on. Mon- 


ing the brand new March: 


day was Buzz Buzaglo. “It was 
really fantastic “said Buzz, “the 
s got tremendous traction and 
hhas 30 much promise.” 


US plan 12 
F5000 races 


Following our story In last week’ 
Issue concerning the possibility 
of the UOP Shadow team build- 
ing FS000 cars now that the 
CanAm series is no longer for 
sports cars, our American corres 
pondent told us earlier this week 
that following a conversation 
with UOP's CanAm team manager 
Mike Hillman, he more or less 
stated that Shadow would build 
cars for next year's F500 series. 
Hillman added that they had been 
developing a 5-litre version of 
the Chevrolet engine since June. 

Now ‘that the CanAm series 
is over, the SCCA are now plan: 
ping to have at least 12 definite 
qualifying rounds with the pro- 
posed round-the-streets race at 
Long Beach, California, taking 
place towards the end of the 

‘The American F500 entrants, 
constructors have also asked for 
a mnimum 2l-hour gap between 
the qualifying heats and the final. 
At some stages this year there 
has been little over an hour 
which makes engine changes 
impossible. It is expected that 
the SCCA will run a 2}-litre 
TransAm race for sedans in 
between so as to allow the F5000 
crews a little more time. 


© The first appearance of the 
Penske Fl car in Europe will 
almost certainly be at_ the 
British Airways Race of Cham: 
pions with Mark Donohue driving. 
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PETER RUSSEK C ad 
PUBLICATIONS Imp ~Ongranmares 


*Pat Moss-Carlsson/Liz Crellin = *Bjorn Waldegard/Hans Thorszellius 


(Toyota Celica GT — Ladies Award) (Toyota Corolla — 4th Overall and Winners Class 5) 
and the 


TEAM TOYOTA 


to their tremendous success in the 1974 Lombard RAC Rally 


Congratulations also to H. Demuth/H. Eber! (Car No. 91—Winners Class 2) in their German entered Celica GT 
Results subject to oficial confirmation 


Publishers of Workshop Manuals for: 


Peter Russek Publications Limited Audi Ford Rover 
Little Stone House, High Street, BLMC Hillman Toyota 
Citroén Honda Triumph 


MARLOW, Buckinghamshire.. 


DAF Opel Vauxhall 
Telephone: Marlow 2682 Darburt Peugkoe Nolte 
Fiat Renault Volkswagen 


R.S. 
2000s 
FOR 
RACE 
HIRE 


for Castrol Championship Regulation form or 
Production Saloon Car form 


Broadspeed suspension scholar maintained and 
developed engines. 


S.H.A.R.P. SALOONS 


21 Castle Street, 


A winner for ASHTUNE Race Hire. 
Ashtune wish to congratulate 
STEVE PRIOR 


on winning at Brands Hatch last Sunday in his 
Astor Club International Racing 
VAN DIEMEN FF 
THIS IS CNE OF OUR HIRE CARS! 
NEED WE SAY MORE—YOU CAN WIN WITH ASHTUNE 
For our 1975 programme write to us. It costs less than you 


Brighton, Sussex. 


NAME | 
oe | 

sai ee 
siAKe Subcue: owe SE BE | 
SCs feats : a ees, 
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Pit and Paddock 
APG Silverstone 


awards continue 


The Allied Polymer Group Driver 


of the Year and Driver of the 
Day awards will continue at 
Silverstone next year. The popu- 


lar awards schemes will be open 
to any driver competing at Inter. 
national and championship meet- 
ings at Silverstone in 1975. 
Points for the APG Driver of 
the Year award will be awarded 
for each race (not heats) on 
overall positions, on a 20-15-12 
1 basis for the first 10 places. 
in ‘addition a further point will 
be added for the fastest lap. in 
each class, this being doubled if 
ie sets a new record. A. bonus 
of three points will be awarded 
to the driver judged to be the 
APG driver of the day. Judges for 
this will be a representative of 
the press, the sponsors and 
Silverstone Circuits, 
In the case of two part races 


points will be awarded on the 
aggregate placing and aggre- 
gate fastest lap. Wit is 
2 long distance race with 


two drivers sharing the car, full 
points will be awarded to ‘both 
@rivers provided that they have 
driven the car for one third of 
the race, 

Prize money of €500 and the 
attractive APG Trophy goes to 
the winner of the season-long 
Driver of the Year award, with 
€250, €125, €75 and €50 going 
to the next four places. A com: 


peitor’s best eight scares wil 
"APG Driver of the Day 
awards will, go to. the 
competitor adjudged to have 
established the performance of 
the day. On club circuit days 
the awards will be £25 while 
long ‘circuit meetings will have 


£50 for the prize. 


Elden will be entening Super: 
Ford next year with at least 
works car for Tim Brise 
new car will be the Mk 18, mak- 
ing its debut at the Boxing Day 
Brands Hatch meeting, Brise may 
be joined in the team by an 
Argentinian, Also making its 
debut at the Boxing Day meeting 
will be an entirely new Formula 
Ford car, their Mie 17 

‘Once again, a Formula 3 car 
will be entered in races next 
year for Jorge Koechlin, — al- 
though sponsorship is being 
sought for his F3 season. An 
Atlantic chassis will also be seen 
fon the tracks with occasional 


for 1975 


rides for Brise 


After a successful season in 
SuperVee, in which they won 
the SuperVee ‘championship in 


Germany (as they did in FF), and 
the ARRC SuperVee run-offs in 
‘Austria, a SuperVee car will again 
be available. On the customer 
side, it Is hoped to run both Tif 
Needell and Frank Bradley in a 
two car team in SuperFord with 
possible Durex sponsorship, 

Brisn Hampsheir said that he 
considered this year to have 
been “horrible,” but says that 
already, next year looks like 
being considerably better. 


Announced recently in Switzerlan 


2-litre GS 
designed to accept any 4-cytind 
will be tested at Ricard by Reine 
Plans for the 


sold and a serious assault on 


sports car which ts called the Cheetah 
DEV or American V8 engines and 
Wisell in the middle 
future are the construction of @ number of cars to be 
the European 


Chuck Graemiger’s brand new 
'G501. The car is 


of December. 


2ilitre series, 


AUTOSPORT, NOVEMBER 28, 1974 


Polar Caravans in Sweden 
Anderstorp Raceway 

insignia just happens 
attend—Lord Alexan 


be a bear, 
ler Hesketh 


have announced a three-year tie-up with 
to sponsor the Swedish Grand Prix. Polar, whose 


quite naturally invited a bear to 


US tests for 
new Chevron 


Chevron’s new Formula 2 
Atlantic car will begin its Ameri 
can testing programme overseen 
by Fred Opert in mid-December 


at West Palm Beach, Florida 
Drivers are expected to be reign. 
ing Canadian’ Players Atlantic 
champion Bill Brack and the 
British Southern Organs title 
holder Jim Crawford. As to 
whether Opert wants Crawford 
to drive one of his cars next 
year in the States is undecided 
at present 

At_a very enjoyable reception 
given last’ weekend by the his- 
tori drivers and entrants, the 
Historic awards were presented 
by Mr J.C. Bamford to. the 
class and overall winners. Richard 
Bond won the up to 2 ktre class 
ina Cooper Bristol, Neil Corner 
won the 2 to 3 litre class in the 
Donington BRM P25, and the 


over three litte class was won by 
John Harper (Lister Jaguar), 

‘About 160 people attended the 
reception, and judging from the 
Conversation and rumours fying 
about, next year's series will be 
at least as good, if not better 
than this year's, 


@ Chris Amon has 
that he will drive one of Jack 
McCormack's F500 _" Talon. 
Chevrolets in the forthcoming 
Tasman series. We understand 
that only one car will be entered 
by the American-based team and 
Ot two as was first thought. 


@ Although Max Mosley said that 
the sponsor of March's Fl 

this year had really been Lioyd’s 
insurance broker John Heynes, 
Mr Heynes says it should 
be recognised that it was in fact 
underwriter Malcolm Blair who 
actually had to pay the money out 
on the recommendation of loss 
adjuster John Milner Smit 


confirmed 


Briefly... 


@ The Formula Adantic race 
Which was to, be held at the 
Ricardo Rodriguez Motordrome 


in Mexico City on December 6 
has now been cancelled. Appar. 
ently it was due to Mexican 
troubles" although many of the 
American and Canadian runners 
have now sold their care and are 
still contemplating next season. 


© Ferrari will be taking thelr 
older 3128 Formula 1 cars over 
to the Argentinian Grand Prix 
in January and not the new 312T 
which has gone #0 well in test 
ing 


© Regular listeners to London 
Broadcasting (LBC 417) on Sun. 
day night may well have enjoy- 
ed. the excellent coverage this 
local radio station gave to their 
motor sporting spot on Night 
Line last Sunday. night, Hosted 
by Tony Fox, LBC had acquired 
the services of Grand Prix star 
Jody Scheckter, Ford's Stuart 
Turner and rally organiser/co- 
driver Peter Bryant to answer 
Phone-in quesicons between 11 
pm and midnight. However, so 
popular was the programme that 


Mt overran by 78 minutes. It is 
hoped that LBC will cominue 
along this obviously successful 
theme, 


@ Ron Tauranac’s new racing car 
manufacturing business is now 
uated at Snelgar Road, Wokin 
Surrey (Tel: Woking 70381). 


@ Jean-Pierre Beltoise was at 

Zolder on Tuesday inspecting the 

circuit in readiness for next 

year's Belgian Grand Prix. 

@ The Formula Ford engines of 
ichard Morgan (Minister), Frank 

Hopper (Rowland) and Richard 


Hawkins (Titan), which “were 
taken away to be checked after 
the recent Formula Ford Festi- 


val at Sneterton, have all been 
found to comply’ with the reg- 
ulations. Also the Scholar engine 
taken from Syd Fox's Hawke, 
which won the last BOC round 
(and the championstvip?) at Brands 
has also been passed as legal. 
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with 


Fleck 


and 


and 1 


Tol 


[2082 


‘ALL CLIP-ON. LOTS IN STOCK 


£15 extra all tops. Kits £6.14 


extra, Vinyl inter 


Assembled 
Spitfire 1-111 £45.47 
Spitfire 1V £50.23 
MGB's £61.05 
Alpines £64.93 
Sprite | & I £39.78 
Wind up window 

Spridgets £60.50 
Vitesse and Herald £59.54 


Spridget Fast Back 
Delivery 10%. 


while-u-wait + 


GUY 
PERFORMANCE 


Eclipse Works, Alcester, Warks 


Hollywood, Birmingham. 


HARDTOPS 77 


Bermuda roof windows 


‘spray interior £2.20 


Wrapping 
Free _ fitting 
VAT, 


in 8% 


'147 Alcester Road South, 
‘Alcester 2278 or 021-430 


© TRIM: 


HEATON PARK MOTORS 


MIDDLETON ROAD, MANCHESTER 8 


Tel: 061-740 2812/6131 


The OPEL Dealers in 
LANCASHIRE 


Have you heard about the great DOT 
competition ? Contact us for details. 


M.T.1. LIGHTWEIGHT JACKET 
M.T.2. MIDDLEWEIGHT JACKET 
M.T.3. HEAVYWEIGHT JACKET 
M.T.4. THUMBS-UP T-SHIRT 


M.T.5. WATCH MY WHEELS T-SHIRT 


M.T.6. EMERSON & 
M.T.7. 


M.T.9. 


M.T.10. APOLLO HAT 


EMERSON HELMET T-SHIRT 
M.T.8. STRONGMAN T-SHIRT 


PRICE INC. 
VAT & POSTAGE 


£5.95 
£10.80 
£13.30 
£1.60 
£1.60 
£1.60 
£1.60 
£1.60 
£1.60 
£2.10 
M.T.11. BADGES £2.10 
M.T.12. POSTERS £1.20 


Please refer to enclosed leaflet for 
colours, etc. 
lemember these could 

make ideal Christmas 
gifts. 


CAR T-SHIRT 


FUN HAT 
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Pit and Paddock 


Vandervell novice 
award continues 


The very popular Vandervell 
Novice Award will be continuing 
for a fourth year at Silverstone in 
1975, The Award is open to all 
competitors at Silverstone meet- 
Ings between March 8 and 
October 5 who, on or alt 
January 1, are holders of a re- 
stricted licence with less than 
six. signatures on. it 

In a race divided into classes 
or a single class race with less 
than 10 starters, points will be 
scored on an 6-4-2 basis in 


each class. In single class races 
with 10 or more starters, points 
will be scored on a 12-9:6-3-2-1 


basis, Points are scored for a 


competitor's position relative 


Face, not just to novice compet 


The final awards are £150 and 


£100, £75, £50, £25 down 


‘competitors must 


frat race In which they 
to be eligible 


Night racing returns to England ? Put it this way, Brands Hatch wosn’t 
really the place to be last Sunday but what else can you 


cold, blustery, wet November afternos 


© John Steven's FF lap record 
at Thruxton still stands, despite 
our report to the contrary last 
Week. This as a typing error 
on the organiser’s behalf, credit 
ing Richard Morgan with @ 
quicker Jap by 2.8 5, 


CATCHPOLE 


Although he's 
having taken part 

in the Kyalami 6 Hour sp: 
hard Lloyd has expressed 


year rather than G1 saloons. 


Briefly... 


@ John Morrison, ast year's 
British SuperVee champion who's 
done so well in the hard fought 
and closely consested European 
VW Gold Cup series (he finished 
4th in the series), has taken his 
works SuperNova over to Day 
na for the final round of the 
American VW Gold Cup series 
which takes place this weekend 
@ Roadrunner, che speed equip- 
ment’ suppiers of Hamp. 
stead, London, are _emering 
the world of "Mod-ports road 
racing with a Morgan Plus 
& Special driven by Myke 
Blusion. Their shake down 


event will be this weekend's 
special “Morgan race at Crof 
Autodrome with a view to an 
expansive programme next 


@ Carling Red Cap, the deer 
company's Canadian-based divis 
ion, who have sponsored the two: 
car NASCAR team of Cale 
Yarborough (since _ mid-season) 
and Canadian Earl Ross, are pul. 
Ying out of the sport in 1975, 
They have given ‘more of less 
the same. reasons as Carling 
Biack Label did last year when 
they sponsored David. Hobbs. 
They have emphasised a “ short 
age of barley” which has g.ven 
them problems in producing the 
product. 


@ What were Mike Hailwood, 
Derek Bell, John Watson, John 
Surtees, Mike Wilds, Peter Geth: 
in, Howden Ganley and Herbert 
Mueller doing in Zurich last 
weekend? They were all guests 
at a racng car show organ.sed 
by Swiss F2 driver Jo Voniathen 
who'd just bought sn F2 car off 
Surcees. 


© We hear that besides Good 
year, Dunlop are making tyres 
specifically for next year's F3 
competitors 


@ BP France, who have long 
suppoxed Jacques Laffite in 
French motor racing, especially 
this year with their two-car F2 
team, are pulling out of racing 
The French petrol companies have 
been staunch supporters of 
motor sport for a long time and 
ne wonders whether BP's move 
will set a precedent. 


This weekend . . . 
BRANDS HATCH 


It’s karts and cars time again 
at Brands Hatch on Sunday for 
the Rochester MCs meeting, 

‘On the car side names like 
Frank Hopper, Mike Blanchet, 
Rick Morris and Peter White 
feature in the FF entry list, while 
the Modsports event should be an 
easy victory for Pat Longhuret's 
Davrian. The Special Saloon 
entry. sees the familiar names 


of Gerry Marshall, Bill Cox, 
Nick Whiting, lan, Bax and John 
Homewood. The fibre race sees 


the entry of two FF2000 cars for 
Tan Taylor (Dulon) and TBN in 
the Palliser. Phil.p Geurola and 
Paul Butler and Peter Wal 
should be able to dominai 
race in their respective Brabhams 
and. Chevron, 
Racing siarts ar 1 pm, 


CROFT 


The Nottingham Sports CC are 
in charge for the final race meet 
ing of the year at Croft this 
Sunday, featuring races’ for 
Formula Ford, Special Saloons 
and Modsports, Libre cars and 
Morgans of all shapes and szes 

‘Among the entries are 
Mick Starkey, Alo Lawler, John 
Simpson and Mike Taylor in FF: 
Malcolm Stevens, Keith Bow: 
maker, Jim nd Brian 
Whiting in Saloons, 
Bill Wood, Doug Bassett, 
Andy Barun and Derek Cook 
in’ Libre cars, The Morgan 
only race features various 4/4 
fand + 8 models, the quickest 
of which should be. John 
Macdonald's supercharged Plus 
8 


Racing starts at 2 pm 


@ The Astor Club, who have 
been racing in Formula Ford 
during the latter part of the year 
with the SHARP racing school 


down at Goodwood, are moving 
into Formula Atlantic next year. 
Running with Lec engines, they 
will enter a pair of McLaren M218 


with additional sponsorship from 
the Fiddler's Three Restaurant 
and Aero Mexican for thelr FF 
driver Steve Prior and one other 
driver who, as yet, hasn't been 
chosen. 


By Barry Foley 


(falas aeons ioe 
| eyo mescun maps Or 


ASK A SILLY QUESTION, 


BEHIND YOUR BACK, ORCROSS OUR ARMS \ 
ON YOUR CHEST OR SOMETHING 2 


—, 
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by John Davenport 


“ Liaison with the 
sponsor never 
‘seems to have 
been better and 

T think we can be 
glad that we have 
Lombard North 
Central for at least 
another two 

years 


Old problems 
and new peaks 


It was another of those short RAC Rallies 
for me 80 there is not too much to tell you 
about. At least we led for a while which was 
fice but it would have been even nicer ¢ 
have been tead.ng at the finish. Everyching 
Went just right for the first five stages and 
T'bogan to get that heady feeling that maybe 
our ick was in to may. We had fitted our 
Colibri Escort with seven inch wide, thirteen 
inch rims plus Dunlap MS for che ‘frsc tw 
stages at Bramham and Harewood and they 
Paid off in the extra grip and tower gearing 


that they gave with the 5.3:1 axle ratio. On 
Esholt, we were a bit surprised how much 
the rear wheels locked up under brak.ng bu: 
put it down to the weight transfer that takes 
Place when you use those sticky wet racers. 
We even managed to beat Roger by one 


second though Munari's time made us all a 
Dit sick and I gacher than Tony Fall, rather 
han make use of hi focal knowiedge, stopped 
to have chat with the Mayor 

‘When the spectator stages were over, we 
heaved a sigh Of reiief and at Ellesmere Port 
fitted the fifteen inch wheels with their new 
Dunlop crosswly MS with which we were 
sure we were going to be fast in the forests 
In the 1000 Lakes we had used princ-pally the 
Hakkapelitta ‘made by Nokia which proved 
to be very good and this Dunlop was made t 
& similar development specifica.ion. The only 
problem was that Wales proved to be much 
more slippery than Finland and we were 
getting a whole tot of wheel spin. That wasn’ 
the only problem for us as the brakes were 
mill too mach to the rear and try as we could 
with the adjuster bar, we couldn't shift 
them up front. Then’ the pedal started 
to get soft on the first push and we could see 
the symptons of our 1000 Lakes brake troubles 
staring Us In the face. We lost a lot of t.me 
at service points trying to see if there was 
some obvious faulé but to no avail. For 
Coed-y-Brenin we tried a dangerous experi- 
ment and disconnected the rear servo. This 
proved even more hairy as now you could 
never tell which were going to lock first, 
the fronts or the rears; the only thing you 
didnt have was consistency. 

‘On that stage we had a very minor excur 
sion and punctured a rear tyre just half a 
mile from the end of the stage. We drove 
there on the flat and changed it when I was 
shocked to find that all four of the rear 
wheel nuts were loose—or at least not pro- 
perly tight. This must be caused by the extra 
Feverage of the fifteen inch wheel and even 
after we checked them frequensly but 1 think 
that damage was already done for in Dovey 2 
we sheared all four wheel studs on that same 
side. It happened going downhill and at the 
next ‘hairpin we stopped and asked the 
Quickest way out of the stage which tured 
Our t0 be from the next lower hairpin. The 
car took a bit of getting there as the half 
shaft kept coming out with the wheel 
attached but with help from the very friendly 
spectators, we made it. Three of the lads 
even went so far as to run me into 


Machynlleth to the Ford service and then 
back again to a garage in Cemmaes Road t 
get a tow out from the forest. We wound 
Up going back to York five-up in a standard 
Escort RS 1600 with the wives of Asso Abi 
and Peni Airikkala. I drove and Mikkola 
slept while Paul White read the map and 
nursed his pins and needles cn the cear seat 
Not having seen much of the rally and 
being particularly choked at not making it 
into the North East for the third year in a 
row, I am not really in a position to comment 
fully, but T would say that spactator interes 
reached a new peak. Anyone who fries to 
maintain that rallying is not popular was 
evidently abroad during the five days of the 
RAC Rally. One of our racing men said that 
he had never seen such a large crowd at 


Croft, while the attendance figures at other 
places paint the same picture. Much more 
Reeds 10 be done to improve access to the 
Stages and could be seen clearly at 

reaenog. the stages selves, 
spectators still stand in the wrong places 
but very few of them seem to get hurt 


Chris Beynon had one slowewitted gent 
rough the windscreen of his Porsche without 
causing him ser.ous damage but this 
of thing seems to be the rare excepion. 
Perhaps we should adopt the Swedish sys.em 
of sending police loudspeaker cars through 
every half hour or $0 to move peosle away 
from dangerous points, but the worst thing 
People get there so late that they 
walking down the stage when the 
cars arrived. Presumably they didn't heai 
Beynon's Porsche as the engine 4 at the 
wrong end, but they should be given a time 
early enough to get them to the forest and in 
place before the cars mar arrving. 

Most things impress me about the RAC 
Rally particularly the complexity of the 
organisation. Occasionally results were a little 
slow but the computer. seems to be accurate 
and gives a good breakdown of who is lying 
where and the press office was well 
Informed abou by their men in the 
field. The Ford press service worked weil with 
Geoff Charves in York and Jeremy Walton 
on the stages and they even got Makinen 
and Liddon on a direct link to Warley to 
send their story worldwide on the telex 
when they came to the finish of the rally 

Tam a supporter of York as a home for the 


RAC Rally and among the many small things 
that someone had thought up to make us all 
feel at home, I could mention all the special 
printing that Lombard had done in respect 
Of encry lists and even menus for the evening, 
meal in the York hotels. Liaison with the 
Sponsor never seems to have been better and 
I'think we can be glad that we have Lombard 
North Central for at least another two years 
and let's hope that the same happy liaison 
can proceed ‘with the City of York. 

To end, I am afraid that it must be on a 
sour note. A lester published in The Sunday 
Times from a Mr Smith of Coleford condemns 
the RAC for holding the RAC Rally at a time 
when “we have been exhorted by scientists, 
engineers and politicians to economise in our 
use of energy.” He sees the rally as "a 2,000 
mile gallop sround Britain” while "to the 
consumption of fuel and other wastage 
involved can be added the fuel of the 
thousands of ommature motorists who flock 

‘see such evens.” I feel sorry for such 
a gentleman who has such a burning vision 
of the future when we shall all pursue such 


non-energy consuming hobbies as Morris 
dancing that he has the temerity to ask the 
Post Office to expend valuable petrol on con. 
veying his le:ter to the London offices of 
Such an eminent newspaper. If 1 could be 
Quite sure that all those who support football 
teams walk to thelr ground, all those who go 
fishing on Sundays walk or bicycle to their 
river bank, and that all those who watch 
horse racing ride to the turf, then I could 
qu.te happily fulfil my latent desire for motor 
Sport by watching immobile exhibits at 
Beautieu or Doningvon. However, despite the 
Mr Smiths of this word, we  suill. inhabit 
a relatively free country and whatever our 


Sport, we can consume our energy, whether 
it comes from our muscles or from @ petrol 
pump, as we see fit. You must. remember 
the story about the left-wing agitator who 
tells his Hyde Park audience that when the 
day of freedom comes, they will all be able 

smoke cigars, drink champagne and eat 
wiar, only to ‘have a small man deciaim 
that he doesn’t like any of them. The agitator’ 
retort is that when the day of freedom come: 
you will do as you are damn welt told! That 
is the sort of future Mr Smith will make for 
us when he has banned all rallies and any 
thing else that «ight conceivably give some: 
one pleasure. 


Spectator interest reached a new peak but caused problems, 
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The key to your new SAA 
iswaiting. 


Ace Motor Company 
18-23 Radley Mews 
Stratford Road 
LONDON we 

Tel: 01-937 5691 


Ballards Garage 
204 Ballards Lane 
Finchley 

LONDON N3 

Tel; 01-346 6697 


Belsyre Garage 
75 Woodstock-Road 
OXFORD 

Tel: Oxford 57028 


Breachwood Garage 
The Heath 

Breachwood Green 
HITCHIN 

Herts 


Castle Garage Ltd 
33 High Street 
BERKHAMSTED 


Herts: 
Tel: Berkhamsted 5473 


Crown Motors 
High Road 
BUSHEY HEATH 


Herts 

Tel: 01-950 3311 

Cricklewood Automobile 
Co Ltd 

Shoot-up Hill 


LONDON NW2 
Tel: 01-452 4803 


C. C. Dillon 

Askett Garage 

PRINCES RISBOROUGH 
Bucks 

Tel: Princes Risborough 3019 


G. A. Flore and Son 
Middletown Garage, 
HAILEY WITNEY 
Oxford 

Tel: Witney 2523 


Garland Motors Ltd 
20 Waterloo Road 
ALDERSHOT 

Hants 

Tel: Aldershot 21056 


England's first SAAB distributor 


Ilex 


Beaconsfield Road 


Lloyds (Millbridge) Ltd 
Frensham 


y 
Tel: Frensham 2002 


The Motor House 
Duke Street 
WATFORD 

Herts 

Tel: Watford 26596 


Orbit Motors 

East Hanney 
WANTAGE 

Berks 

Tel: West Hanney 257 


P.C.E. Motors 


River Garage Ltd 

London Road 

Old Stratford 

MILTON KEYNES MK19 6AA 
Tel: Stony Stratford 2194 


Jack Reeder Ltd 
74-76 Maybury Road 
WOKING 

‘Surrey 

Tel: Woking 65307 


Seaford Garage 
32-44 Cannon Hilf 
Southgate 
LONDON N14 
Tel: 01-882 3136 


Farnham Common, Slough 
Tel: Farnham Common 2301 
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The one and only A.J. 


The legendary A.J. FOYT talks to EOIN YOUNG 


Anthony Joseph Foyt, Jr, must be the only 
man in motor racing’ who has made himself 
a millionaire by his track efforts over the past 
20 years and yet still races to win. In January 
he flies out to New Zealand to drive one of 
Mel Kenyon’s midgets on speedways in Auck- 
land and Christchurch, and then jets back 
to test his new Indianapolis car at the Ontario 
Motor Speedway. Why? Why does this most 
Successful of racing drivers bother with the 
‘small-buck dirt track races in midget cars on 
the other side of the world? You have to 
understand that A.J. lives and loves racing. 
Inside that armour-plated tough Texan reputa- 
tion Is a racer who likes nothing better than 
‘competing, He's a raceaholic. He can't help 
himself, But why does he bother with mid. 
gets? "Well, y'know, everybody's got to have 
a hobby an’'a sport... racing's been a pretty 
good livin’ for me an’ I still enjoy it To me 
W's just like people goin’ huntin’—I don’t hunt 
or fish or nuthin’ like that, I just love auto- 
mobile racin’, I love to compete, I love the 
challenge and that's one of the reasons I keep 
racing. 

‘So dirt-tracking with midgets is AJ's hobby. 
‘The big oval tracks are his profession and 
it’s a profession he continues to tower In. 
This feature is not meant to be a win by win 
record of Foyt, more a fir meeting and a 
chat on the pit wall at Indianapolis with a 
man who has started off the pole there three 
times, won the race three times, and a man 
who will be back to try again next year, And 
the year after 

‘You expect AJ. to be crowding 50, what 
with his race record and all, but in fact he 
will only be 40 on January 16 next year. He 
first went to Indianapolis as a rookie with a 
Dean Van Lines Special roadster in 1958 and 
finished 16th. Two years later he won the 
USAC National Championship, and in 1961 
he won the Indy "500" for the first time in 
a Bowes Seal Fast roadster. He was 26. 1 
wondered if Foyt could put his finger on the 
reason for USAC drivers ‘older on. 
average than their Grand Prix counterparts, 
but it was a subject he hadn't really given 
a lot of thought. “I really don't know... T 
was one of the younger drivers when I siarted 
and I'm far from bein’ the oldest now 
I'm probably in the middle range. I really 
don't know. I couldn't hardly answer that 

Foyt’s Texan drawl helps to paint 
‘extra detail into the picture of the winningest 
man in American motor racing. 

Foyt was to win the S00" again in 1964, 
he started from pole in 1965, in 1967 he 
scored his third "500" victory (to rank along 
side Louie Meyer, Wilbur Shaw and Mauri 
Rose), in 1969 he was on pole again and his 
third pole start came in 1974 at 191.632 mph 


Indianapolis span covers seventeen seasons 
scoring pole or victory in six different years 
and winning the USAC National Champion. 
ship five times. The details of his successes 
are academic, they merely add status to Foyt 
as a champion 

Emerson Fittipaldi had just arrived at the 
‘Speedway to try the track during the lunch. 
break between Goodyear tyre tests and Foyt 
took it upon himself to offer advice, som 
thing his reputation suggests he is not re- 
nowned for. I think even Emerson was sur 
prised at the warm reception from AJ. What 
sort of advice did he offer the new World 
Champion? “Well, you tell him what to look 
forward to, approximately where the groove 
is @ driver like Fillapaldi, you" don’t 
really have to tell him much because he can 
adapt hisself pretty quick, same as. I've 
managed to do through the years but a lot 
of times if somebody's run that circuit you 
can tell them sort of what to look for, what 
to do and what not to do and from thete on 
they make their own. judgment 

‘At one point in their conversation Emerson 
said AJ. had offered him a drive in the 


"“ Ata little over 200 miles 
an hour the car gets 

flyin’ just a little bit, 

so you use the brakes to 
kinda set it and the 
throttle at the same time 


Coyote, and 1 asked Foyt if he had been 
Serious about the offer. “Yeah, I was teasin’ 
Tyler and them with the McLaren cars 
because I've got my own car and I said "If 
you want to drive a good car, here I'll give 
you a ride in mine” An’ if he really wanted 
to, sure I'd give him a ride in it...” 

Bither corners of Emerson's Brazilian name 
are beyond Foyt’s Texan tongue, or it Is AJ's 
way of not so much putting Emerson down, 
as admitting him to a restricted circle of 
acquaintances. He always referred to Emerson 
as.” Fillapaldi 

The Indianapolis Speedway is a sor of 
elongated oval, a track with two main 
straights 3300 feet long, two short straights 
660 fect long, and four turns of 1320 feet 
banked at 9 degrees and 12 minutes. Johnny 
Rutherford holds the outright record for the 
track with one lap at 199.071 mph in his 
works Gulf-McLaren during qualifying for the 


A. J Foyt loves racing. And winning. 


mile track underlines the supreme com: 
Plication of what seems such a simple circuit 
Each turn is a trifle different and the know: 
ledge of the exact extent of that trifle shows 
in lap speeds clocked to a hundredth of a 
second. You can't be nearly right at Indian- 
apolis; you are right or you are wrong, 

For all its velocity, the Indianapolis track 
is absurdly hight on brakes. You can touch the 

ake discs when a car comes in after a few 
laps—always providing the driver hasn't 
stomped on them to' make the pit Jane 
Johnny Rutherford says he never brakes on 
’ fast lap, and never used to even when he 
first went to Indy with the front-engined 
roadsters. I asked Foyt if he braked. "A very 
itle bit." he allowed cautiously. “A lot of 
People tell ya they don’t brake but they just 
Reedlin” themselves, an’ like 1 told F 
T said now a lot of these guys gonna say 
never use the brakes they're tryin’ to. 
impress you, but I'm not gonna try and 
Impress you... I use them just a little bit, 
very lightly xo kinda settle the car at the end 
of the straightaway, not to slow down but to 
net the car balanced, to get the nose down, 
At a little over 200° miles an hour the car 
gets flyin’ just a Hetle bit, so you use the 
brakes to kinda set it and the throttle at the 
same time. Fillapaldi said Yes he understood, 
an’ | said, “Now f these guys are goin’ 

do this or that, but 

a bunch of marlarkey."* 
Foyt came to England with the Mecom 
team and raced an unwieldy car named the 
Hussein Special in the Guards Trophy at 
Brands Hatch ten years ago but he was better 
known in Europe for his 1967 win at Le Mans 
with Dan Gurney in the works Ford Mk IV. 
Talk to Ford and to Gumey and you get 
diametrically opposed views as to the reasons 
for their win. AJ. provides a third. The Ford 
version is that A.J. and Dan were both such 
inveterate tinkerers with the car that by the 
end of practice the handling had been 50 
completely scrambled that It was almost un- 


in his fot-nosed Foyt-engined Coyote So his 1973 race. To shade 200 tiles am hour on's driveable. The Ford source suggests that the 
‘oyt has qualified his Foyt V8 powered Coyote on pole this year at Foyt regards championship rocing at his profession, midget racing ax 
fot ieacnesits bea Oona.” : his hobby. Foyt, in 83, is shown at the Houston Astrodome in 1970. 


both Indianapolis and Ontario. 


10 
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car was completely changed overnight before 
the race and set-up identical to the Ford 
shared by McLaren and Donohue which had 
been fastest in practice. Dan yehemently re- 
futes this story, so I asked AJ. for his ver- 
sion. Did he and Dan have a difference of 
‘opinion with the Ford team over how the car 
should be set-up? "Well, yeah, I'd never run 
over there and they were wanting to run the 
car high in the air and I didn't want to run 
it high; 1 like to run a car as low as possible, 
0 we finally ran it that way and I think we 
led the race for 23 hours out of the 24, so 
Teouldn't have been all wrong 

AJ. races his own Coyote car powered by 
his own Foyt version of the 4-cam Indian- 
apolis Ford V8 and I wondered how much of 
the actual design work he did on the car. “I 
do about 95 per cent of it... I had a boy 
do some drawings for me and I more or less 
tell him what I want to do. I've got a work- 


Foyt talks to chief mechanic George Bignotti 
in 1963, They helped to make one another 
famous, but later split up. Bignotti’s record 
of preparing Indy winners is rivalled only by 
Foyt's record of driving them. 


shop at home and 1 do most of my own 
engine development with Howard Gilvert, a 
mechanic who has been with me all throug! 
the years, We're a real close orgai 
guess you could kinda say 
McLaren when he was runnin’, always got my 
fingers right in the middle of ‘it, more or less 
makin’ decisions about what to do and what 
not 10 do... and when they're wrong it's all 
on me and nobody else.” There have been 
many cases where racedriver/engineers have 
outmanoeuvred themselves or headed up blind 
alleys at high speed pursuing ideas that didn't 
work instead of driving the bugs out of the 
car they had. Did AJ. feel that this over 
involvement could be a disadvantage? He 
didn't. 1 suppose 1 would have been bothered 
if he had. “Let's put it this way, I've won 
more races than probably any other driver in 
tthe world, so I've had good days and bad 
days. Tl agree it might hinder me a little 
bit, but through the years T think it's paid 
Foyt took over the patterns of the Ford 
Indianapolis engine in 1970 on condition that 
he continued to supply and service custcmer 
engines for an agreed period. it must have 
been galling for Foyt to be in a position 
where he had to supply engines to the Parnelli 
Jones team so that Al Unser could win the 
'500” in 1970 and 1971. The cut-back in fuel 
allowed for the 500 mile races and the regu 
tion" pop-off" valve tw reduce power for 
has been particularly advantageous 


Ontario and Indianapolis 500s from pole post- 
tion. His contract period with Ford has ended 
now, as underlined by the FOYT lettering on 
the cam covers, and A.J. Is not going out of 
his way to provide customer engines. Every: 
one jumped to the Offenhauser and I'm not 
really in the solicitin’ business because I don’t 
really care to self the engines to anyone else 
now. ... When I was havin’ to build all that 
stuff and keep all them cars runnin’, y'know 
supplyin' parts, I was cheatin’ myself 
because I couldn't keep enough stock on hand. 
I kinda like it the way it is now . .. we're 
designing and building our own chassis and 
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Foyt leads Eddie Sachs during their epic Indy battle in 1961. They finished first and second, 


Foyt winning. 


we're building our own engines. It's a close 
corporation and I kind of like it this way. 
‘The people who do have the engines, I giv 
‘em the same things I've run here on the race 
track. I've never held nuthin’ back from them 
because T don't believe in doin’ business that 
way, but since it's phased out and a lot of 
them are with the Offies now, why I'd just 
‘as soon see them stay there. | .” 

It is 20 years since AJ. first started driving 
midgets and I asked what had been his worst 
experience in all that time. “I've had three 
or four accidents. I almost got killed at River- 
side Ina stock car 1 broke my back, 
crushed mah chest, broke mah legs an’ 
fractured my skull an’ all that, but I got out 
of that an’ then six months later T got second 
and third degree burns over about 30 per cent 
of mah body. I had purchased Jim Clark's 
Lotus that he ran second at Indy with in 
1966 and it broke a rear suspension goin’ 
down the straightaway. It hit the wall an’ 
blew up an’ I trapped in it burning. 
Really that's about the only two big 
accidents... . I've broken my legs an’ things 
like that, but those were probably the only 


“ Teddy's always told 
me the door’s open and 

if things get much tighter, 
you know...” 


two narrow escapes... I lay in the hospital 
for almost a year out of the two years 
then Foyt makes a broken leg sound 
like a graze. It hardly counts. 

It takes a long spell in a hospital bed to 
make a driver start wondering why he doesn't 
do something that hurts a little less. I asked 

if this had gone through his mind. 
Everyone kept sayin’ AJ. you're goin’ to 
quit now an’ this and that, and it did go 
through my mind after I got hurt again in 
sixty six... I think T ran one race and then 
went back to the hospital for four or five 
months,” he laughs to di the shock 
of what he had just said, 
when I almost considered retiring 

‘A.J. saya if accidents don’t get in his way, 
he'll probably race another three or four years 
“but if Td get hurt real bad or somethin’ 
it’s very possible I'd quit right then.” There 
is even a chance that Foyt would consider 
driving for a team like McLaren (“ Teddy's 
always told me the door’s open and if things 
get much tighter, y'know ...") but you just 
know that A.J. will drive his own cars until 


he decides to hang up his hat, and then he 

ll come to the tracks as an owner and team 
manager. 

Meeting Foyt for the first time can be a 
little disconcerting since you begin with a 
picture of the man coloured by preconceptions 
Of ferocity, and tread very warily. It is the 
Ideal time for an interview when he Is 
relaxed. Normally at Indianapolis in the month 
of May, A.J. is in his garage and the barriers 
fare up. At Indianapolis in the month of Octo- 
ber, the season is nearly over, and he is re. 
laxed. Now and then there is a twinklin 
smile, but then you remember where you've 
Seen that sort of smile before. It’s the one on 
the Western gunslinger just before he whips 
out his Colt fortyfive and blasts every bottle 
behind the barman. Our interview is con- 
ducted with all the studied calm of a. dis- 
cussion between a mongoose and rattler. 

Racing made AJ. Foyt a success. His out- 
side interests are varied. “We're in the oll 
business, the real estate business, the ranch: 
ing business, the horse racing business, and 
Town one of the largest Chivvilay dealer: 
ships in Texas just a lot of things, 
really." The way AJ. says the largest in 
Texas, you get the feeling he means “the 
world” "But ‘then AJ. Is a true son of the 
Lane Star State and everywhere outside Texa 
Is just someplace else. Apart from racing car 
A.J. likes animals. “I enjoy animals, T really 
40. I've got a ranch right outside Houston, 
about 640 acres. It’s right close to town.” His 
eldest son, AJ. Ill, now 18, shows quarter 
horses and this sparked his father’s interest 
to the point. where he has quarter horses 
and at the Keeneland Fall yearling sale in 
Kentucky recently he bought two thorough: 
breds which he plans to race next year. 

A.J. Foyt is fast and he is tough, a stocky 
185 pounds crammed into an inch under 6 ft, 
a man who stands nonsense from nobody, 
driver who prefers to win his races from the 
front. It makes a refreshing change to think 
that in an era when drivers go racing to earn 
fame and fortune, there are still drivers like 
‘Anthony Joseph Fovt who have achieved fame 
‘and fortune several times over, and who still 
race and race hard just because they love 
it. Consider his achievements: It is regarded 
a some measure of competitiveness simply 
to qualify for one of the 33 places on the 
grid at Indianapolis. Foyt has started three 
times from pole position, four times from the 
front row, in an unsurpassed record of 16 
straight starts at the Speedway, won three 
times and finished 3rd twice. It is an indic 
tion of Foyt's appetite for- competition that 
he will be strapping himself into Kenyon's 
midget at a speedway in Auckland, New 
Zealand, next January for no other reason 
than that he loves racing. And winning. 


" 


The best of the year’s 
racing, rallying and motor 


sport—for only 60p! 


The publishing bargain of the year for all enthusiasts is now on sale: 112 pages packed with inside 
stories by top specialist writers and dramatic action pictures, covering every aspect of motoring 
sport from Grands Prix, international rallies and endurance events to club racing, autocross and 
dragsters. 


Peter Newton heads an editorial team which includes Mike Kettlewell, Charles Lucas, Noel Edmonds, 
John Davenport, Nigel Roebuck, Richard Hudson-Evans, lan Phillips, Chris Witty, lan Titchmarsh, Bob 
Constanduros, lan Sadler, Robin Rew and Robin Boucher. 


AUTOSPORT ANNUAL looks at 1974's triumphs, tribulations and tragedies in Formula 1, Formula 2, 
Group 2 and Formula 5000, and in a special report Mike Kettlewell takes a hard look at the way 
Formula 1 seems to be pricing itself out of existence. 


John Davenport explains in detail the fantastic technique on loose surfaces and ice that makes the 
Finns the world’s best rally drivers, while lan Sadler talks to Roger Clark to find out what he really 
thinks about modern international rallying. 


DJ and personality Noel Edmonds writes exclusively in his own irrepressible style about his first season's 
racing, and lan Phillips interviews two young men with world-championship ambitions, Jim Crawford 
and John Watson. 


If you've ever wondered whether racing drivers’ schools offer real value for money, read Peter Newton's 
detailed exposé on all three currently operating in Britain, and on the Formula Ford hire-drive scene 
as well. 


Richard Hudson-Evans examines the current state of rallying in this country and finds it healthy 
indeed, while another special feature looks behind the scenes at how a race meeting is really organised. 


And there are three very off-beat stories from Charles Lucas, on his year as chauffeur of the Hesketh 
Grand Prix team’s motor home; Nigel Roebuck, on what Deep South NASCAR racing is really like: 
and Chris Witty, giving the full lowdown on how drivers, mechanics and journalists behave at a 
Swedish Formula 2 meeting. 


Other areas of the sport are not neglected. We look at Group 1 saloon racing, a most important area 
in 1974; Formula Atlantic comes in for some criticism from the ever-outspoken lan Titchmarsh; and 
historic racing, hillclimbing, autocross, Shellsport Mexico and drag racing all have their own sections. 
And there’s the now-traditional AUTOSPORT ANNUAL selection of club driver profiles. 


All this, plus a wealth of superb photography, you'll find in the new AUTOSPORT ANNUAL. And it 
costs only 60p. 


It’s at your local newsagent now. Or, in case of difficulty, use the coupon. 
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To: ‘Book Sales Department, Haymarket Publishing Ltd, Craven House, 34 Foubert’s Place, London 
W1A 2HG. 


Please send me AUTOSPORT ANNUAL(s) at 60p each plus 15p postage and packing. | 
enclose my cheque/postal order for 


Name ........-....00-5 


Address 


VX 883) 


LOMBARD RAC INTERNATIONAL RALLY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


Makinen staves off Blomqvist 


DAVID WINTER 


By JOHN DAVENPORT Photographs by peter NEWTON 


Like the irresistible force in the song, Timo Makinen always seems to make something 
give and last week it was the RAC Rally that yielded up to him his second win in a row 
for Ford Motor Company. I 


ory over Stig. Blomavist 
third RAC Rally vietory in a 
by the Milk Marketing Board but this year Ford had a new spo 
Tluncace wehien mrcoen thea’ the. piowhag car wae paietadinn Faction fesahien Reets wich goed 
Tettering. 

Unlike the previous two Ford wins, this one was not quite as easy and indeed, with two 
factory cars going out in the first night and Roger Clark/Tony Mason delayed when they got 
stuck, Ford's fortunes rested entirely with Makinen. A last minute drama when his clutch 


‘tage, but 0 
part of the rally, he made up ground in fine style to pass the Lancia Stratos of Sandi 
Munari/Piero Sodano into second 


up into the 
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Behind Clark came the new British Rally 
Champion, Billy Coleman, accompanied on 
this occasion by his mentor, Donal O'Sullivan. 
Coleman had driven a careful, unexcited rally 
and was awarded by consistent times. and 
a high placing. Chris Sclater was also in the 
top ten albeit just one second ahead of the 
Lancia Beta Coupé driven by Simo Lampinen, 
Solve Andreasson, In eleventh place, ahead 
fof such eminent gentlemen as Rauno Aaltonen, 
Leo Kinnunen, Tapio Rainio and Harry Kalls- 
trom was none other than Nigel Rockey/Ron 
Channon. Rockey, who had hit the headlines 
just prior to the rally for having been caught 
Practising in the forests, was at one time in 
fourth place but a roll in Yorkshire dropped 
him back. One of the most meritorious results 
was that of Will Sparrow/Ron Crellin who 
won the Group 1 category outright and 
finished an excellent sixteenth overall in their 
Vauxhall Magnum Coupé. Their arch rivals 
in the Group I scene, Russell Brookes/John 
Brown, dropped out early on with a broken 
gearbox in their Escort RS 2000. 

‘The RAC Rally is nct the longest rally in 
the world though it does cover 2,215 miles 
of England, Scotland and Wales during the 
five days it is running. If it is a marathon, 
it isa marathon. of competitiveness with a 
struggle ‘raging from the word go. through 
to the bitter end at all levels in the field. 
It is also an organisational marathon calling 
Into Its organisation thousands of dedicated 
and interested people who do. everything 
from marshal ona hilltop in Wales to com- 
pute the results in York. As well as the 
workers from the RAC, there are those con- 
nected with the sponsors, Lombard North 
Central, who did an excellent job of promot 
ing the rally, those from Centrefile who helped 
to compute ‘the results, those from the City 
of York and its motor club who did so much 
to make the start and finish a roaring suc: 
cess, And most important of all, the spark 
of genius that ignited all this and came from 
Somewhere between Jim Porter and Jack 
Kemsley. All these people were rewarded 
with a. rally that ran’ virtually without 
Problems and gave a clear, unequivocal re- 
sult. Tt also attracted spectators by the 
hundred thousand and though this occasion- 
ally caused problems, it is at least welcome 
to find so many people Interested In the 
sport that they will brave the worst British 
Weather for a glimpse of their heroes. 


‘York was not the birthplace of the RAC 
Rally but it has become far more than just a 
pled terre for Britain's most important 
motoring event. The RAC Rally and the City 
of York are now virtually synonymous and 
so i was to York Racecourse that the 
cream of the rally world gravitated on Frida 
morning almost two weeks ago for the pro- 
cesses of scrutineering and documentation 
that must precede any major rally. Uniike 
some rallies which seem determined to make 
life difficult for the competitor, all the form- 
alities of licences, signing on, examining the 
car, crash helmets and other safety equip- 
ment, are done at once. Each car has a due 
time ‘at scrutineering and as it passes down 
the line in the canvas-enclosed, paraffin 
heated totaliser-box, everything Is dealt with 
in order_and, where appropriate, a start card 
issued, There is then no. fussy business of 
putting the car into a pare fermé and the 
competitors can go off and work on their 
cars to the last minute—a popular point with 
both works and private entrants. Scrutineer- 
ing presented little problem and the only 
changes in the entry list were dictated by 
other factors than technical ones. 

Mario Manueci fell sick on Thursday even- 
ing and at the last moment was changed 
for Piero Sodano who just happened to be 
around writing for an Tealian magazine. That 
put the Lancia ranks in order with Munari 
and Sodano in the Stratos with two valves 
per cylinder, Simo Lampinen/Solve Andreas- 
son in a sixteen valve Beta Coupé which 
was the faithful Canada/USA car with a 
new engine and bits, and Amilcare Ballestrieri 
teamed with Gerry Phillips in an eight valve 
Beta. Poor Mike Parkes was on the list of 
invalids for a while but recovered just before 
the rally so while he looked after the technical 
side of the Lancia team, both Cesare Fiorio 
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and Danielle Audetto could look to the exe- 
cutive side of team management. Fiat were 
no less well supported and had eventually 
four cars entered but their predeliction for 
changing drivers left us all guessing until 
the last moment as to whom was going to be 
in what. Despite rumours, Rauno Aaltonen 
and Paul Easter turned out to drive one of 
the Spyders while also from Finland, Leo 
Kinnunen/Atso Aho made a retura to rally 
ing to try and 

Championship. 
were the only real regulars in the team which 
was completed by Ingvar Carlsson/Bo 
Reinicke in a hastily procured fourth Spyder. 


Among the other teams there were practic 
ally no changes. Ene Aaby from Norway 
non-started in his Opel and Les Marshall 
replaced lan Muir alongside Jimmy Rae in 
his Kleber-Wheelbase Escort. All in all 


developed by the Escorts and it took an all- 
night session to get them right 
Thus when the rally started, most drivers 
exuded an air of subdued confidence. The 
only talk was of what was in store from the 
weather and if snow was likely, On the first 
stage at Bramham House, there was no snow 
bur the spectators were as numerous as snow- 
flakes and the going was as slippery as the 
days of past rain could make it. With a 
ear of Finnish championship wins behind 
him, Hannu Mikkola set his sights on an 
early lead and rushed through the stage to 
lead by three seconds from Mukinen and 
vist. Not all runs were that smooth 
y Fall had a coil lead jump off and 
the Opel's engine cut as he raced for the 
finish line. Rallycross man, John Taylor, shar- 
ing his Escort with Julian Chitty finished 
the stage on a flat tyre. The next test was 
just down the road at the Harewood hill 


Seemed to be very few pre-rally pr climb where the cars had to drive down a 
and it was only the Dealer Opel Team whose hairpinned mud, clay and concrete descent 
prame entries were Tony Fall/Mike Broad and then drive back up the hill climb and 
and Tony Pond/Mike Wood in two cross-flow through the paddock, Many were the short 
engined Asconas, who confessed that they cuts used on the descent and Walter Rohr 
were having difficulty finding brakes. They Jochen Berger in the Opel probably missed 
had just converted their cars to the twin more than most but quite often it was im: 
master cylinder/balance bar arrangement possible to obey the arrows and it would 
Rauno Aaltonen with Paul Easter drove the top-placed Fiat 124 Spyder into twelfth position. 


16 


Lombard RAC Rally of Great Britain 


OUTRIGHT WINNERS GROUP 1 


Will Sparrow/Ron Crellin—Vauxhall Magnum 2300 
(Entered by Dealer Team Vauxhall) 


WINNER CLASS 7, GROUP 2 
George Hill/Peter Bryant-Vauxhall Magnum 2300 (Entered by The Martin Group) 


Subject to official confirmation) 


Nice driving lads! 


Over 2,000 miles of gruelling driving be sure it’s going to be a top-liner for 
against the clock-that's the RAG reliability, performance and toughness. 


International Rally 1975. And that’s where Vauxhall comes 

It asks a lot from both car and driver —_in-first! 
to finish it, never mind do well in it. So So now whether you're rallying or 
when a car has a highly successful family driving, you have even more 
season culminating in winning the RAC reason to buy Vauxhall. 
Group | Rally Championship, you can Isn't it time you test drove a Vauxhall? 


Vauxhall24 
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the works Flats was spending all the tests 
holding their gearlever Into the right position 
for Paganelli, Their gearbox was to get so 
bad that it had to be changed at Machynlleth. 
Jack Tordoff distinguished himself by 
spinning in front of all his neighbours with 
the Porsche Carrera while Bill Taylor/lan 
Melver in the Royal Bank Escort also proved 
to be lovers of kerbs and flattened a ty! 
Tony Pond’s Opel was showing the first signs 
of the head gasket failure that was to retire 
it in the first forest stages at North Wal 
Yorkshire pig farmer, David Thompson, was 
not having a happy ‘return to rallying’ with 
his Escort and after rear axle problems in the 
first two stages, he now broke the engine 
crankshaft and retired. Pip Dale/Dave Whitley 
were worried about the differential in thelr 
Leedhams of York Firenza and sure enough, 
despite some attention, it broke after five 
8s, Will Sparrow's DTV. 
from a vibration of the prop- 
didn't seem very" important but 
hecked the differential after the 
jes In Wales, \t was found that 
I the pan bolts had vibrated loose and the 
oll had gone through the gap. This was 
rectified immediately and subsequently both 
differential and  prop-shaft were changed. 
John Jago/Duncan Spence in the Team Robert 
Twin Cam Escort were already being 
plagued by fuel starvation and It was not 
Until they got into Wales and ran out of 
th discovered that it 
tu in the fuel 


whose origin. they 

From Esholt, the rally crossed England 
on the M62 into the fog of Manchester which 
Blomavist's Saab appeared with varying amounts of body damage, wings being repaired at cleared into a beautiful sunny day by. the 


pyies aoa time they reached the next test at New 

Brighton. Here the town had closed off the 
have been simpler to give the competitors wood but on Esholt he showed the Stratos promenade and # reasonable crowd watched 
complete freedom to reach the bottom of the at kes best and rocketed home to be seven e rally perform round pylons and round 


hill. as they saw fit seconds quicker than Mikkola. These two abouts. Here Munay 


was quickest and el 
‘one of many who hit kerbs and and the German Porsche driver, Heing-Walter vated himself to 


ond place In the rally 


Schewe, were the only ones to get under the just. behind Mikkol hanging 
time. three minute barrier on to third ahead of Bi 

e repaired and on the Esholt’s kerbs managed to give Colin Thorselius who were really making the litte 

in his back garden at Malkin/Brian Coyle a puncture in their sixteen Toyota Corolla fly. Fitth was Tony Drum 

forced to retire and promptly valve Avenger’ GT. while Andrew Cowan  mond/Dave Richards in the Chavin Wine 

ne party for the Mayor Huss McNei were looking for the SMT Escort ahead of Rohrl and Makinen while 

Pukiund/Bjom Cederberg in service ‘wagon “to. get some. cil pressure on the small tarmac stages, tne, Saabs. were 

the second works Saab spun as did Roger back into their sixteen valve Vauxhall. Their dropping back quite a Dit. Cowan blew up 


Clark/Tony Mason who found the 


jcent on water pump pulley had come of and the on the si 


ee while Peter Clarke decided 10 


tarmac more slippery than the descent. Rauno resultant heating of the engine had not done change his gearbox in the service area while 
Aaltonen hit a kerb and dk wheel ik much good and they were to retire on a in had a sudden panic about tie rods 
but somehow got off the fon the flat next test with the engine blown up. The arrangem thelr 
Kinnunen took to the auxhall is at present on a wet sump and it cars checked and change the rods if nec 
he hoped there would be more could well be that the G-forces generated by sary 
scent and then got stuck and racing on @ test like Esholt took the Immediately after the time control at the 
‘@ minute, Mikkola was not much-needed oll away from the hotter parts Vauxhall Ellesmere Port factory there was 


test losing two seconds to Blom: of the engine.” Peter Clarke/Howard Scott a special stage round the works roads where 
vist who he now led by just one second for were having trouble with their Escort jump- | Munari really flew to go six seconds quicker 
the overall lead, Munari had a spin at Mare- ing out of ‘and Nini Russo in one of than Mikkola which meant that they were 


Chris Sclater/Martin Holmes led home the Datsuns—and the team prize. Seen here on Wykeham time. 
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RAC Really’ Nov. | — 


© DUNLOP 
the field 
to give you the best 
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‘equal on points and would thus enter Wales 
tieing for the lead. There were still 184 
erews running at this point and. already 
‘many thousands of spectators had watched 
them but hardly anyone was ready for the 
spectacle at Clocaenog Forest, scene of the 
first four Welsh stages. The cars lined and 
clogged the roads and their occupams formed 
‘an almost solid wall down the sides of each 
stage. It seemed as if the whole of Man- 
chester and Liverpool had gone to the forest 
and firmly knocks on the head any idea that 
rallying might be losing us popularity. Glad 
though they were to see them, the traffic 
jam presented its problems 10 the rally crews 
and despite the best effo.ts of marshals and 
police, many people were delayed. This did 
hot result in an Immediate penalty but when 
later they were delayed for some other 
reason, their lateness time was alr 

One classic example is that of 
Junior and Elliot Kaplan who had come 
‘over from Los Angeles to drive an AVO 
supported Escort RS 2000. They got delayed 
here so that when a-little later they had to 
spend some time extricating themselves from 
the clutches of a ditch in Dovey, they ran 
out of time and had to retire. 

For the early numbers it wasn't too bad 
but even they had to drive considerable 
distances on the wrong side of the road. 
Aaltonen was in trouble with his Fiat which 
‘was constantly boiling and misting up the 
Inside of the car with the steam. The problem 
turned out to be that York water and Italian 
anti-freeze mix to make a solid foam f 
than a liquid and it was only after the engine 
and cooling system had been flushed out 
three times with pure Welsh water and 
Welsh anti-freeze that things returned to 
normal. Ballestrieri had his engine go sick 
‘on the thied Clocaenog and on the last one 
it went bang and the Beta stopped for good. 
Kinnunen was having trouble with bis brakes 
and, suprisingly, so was Mikkola who had 
@ similar problem to that which plagued him 
during the 1000 Lakes but this time the pedal 
was going flat down and giving too much 
rear brakes. Almost singlehanded, he wa 
making the spectators stand farther and far. 

back and still managing to keep second 
place behind Munari, Pentti Airikkala_ who 
was driving the C&S Centre Hotels Escort 
had hurt his back before the rally and now 
put in it more jeopardy by going off the road 
in the third Clocaenog. He lost twenty five 
minutes getting It back up with the aid of 
Spectators which dropped him right down the 
field from his previous ten-h place. 

‘The little hole that he had left was soon 
to be filled again by che irrepressible Barrie 
Williams in the Raysbrook Fiat 128 Coupé. 
Co-driven by Dave Hutchings who normally 
drives the car, Williams had contrived to 
roll it on the’ first forest stage when the 


handbrake stuck on and now put it off for 
good. Presumably the spectators were too 
tired by their efforts in Airikkala's aid! 
Other rolls included Prince Michael of Kent 
Nigel Clarkson and George Beever/Michael 
France in their Escort but both these 
continued. One man who didn't was Brian 
Culcheth who had the misfortune to assault 
the end of a failen tree in tre last Clocaenog. 
This was the very tree that everyone had 
been warned about on the Welsh but now 
Culchezh came in the fading light and in the 
smoke screen left by Ballestrieri’s stricken 
Beta, The tree went in through the wheel 
arch and pentrated the bulkhead to stop only 
inches from Johnstone Syer who commented 
that a little more and he might well have 
qualified for the Coupe des Dames. They 
eventually got our of the stage with a piece 
of the log in place of the strut but the car 
was too badly damaged to continue further. 
Drummond went off and Scaewe found his 
car didn't Jike forests so the top ten only 
contained familiar names, Munari led from 
Mikkola by cver half a minute as the Finn 
lost more time with a puncture but he 
stil ahead cf team mate Makinen by 
twenty seconds. None of the Ford team 
Seemed at home on the 15 inch wheels and 
crossply Dunlops and none more so than 
Roger Clark wao was down et sith. betind 
the Toygita of Waldegaard and vhe Volvo of 
Walfridsson. Blomqvist, Ove Andersson and 
Markku Alen came next with the top ten 
finished off by a very puzzled Lampinen who 
was about to discover that his Beta had bad 
brakes because it was fitted with standard 
pads. This was shortly to get him. into 
trouble when on the two Dovey 
Stages the brakes got so hot and finished 
that the pistons were damaged. This was 
not noticed when new pads were fitted in 
Machynlleth and the result was that the 
pistons jammed and once freed, the Beta 
had to be driven through three stages with 
no brakes at all until the calipers could be 
changed. 

Inthe Opel camp, Pall and Pond were 
already on their way’ back to York and on 
Penmachno Two, Walter Rohrl had the belt 
drive come off on the injection pump and lost 
time in the stage fitting a new one. with 
the aid of co-driver, Jochen Berger. Lars 
Carlsson/Bob de Jong had started to lose 
gears shortly after statring the forests and 
by the cme they reached Dovey sey were 
down to fourth only. When to add to thelr 
troubles the electrics caught on fire under 
the Ascona's bonnet, they decided to call it & 
day and stopped to help Markku  Alen/Paul 
White who were stopped in the stage looking 
for water. Their Escort had developed a I 
at the gasket for the water pump which had 
Slowed “tham comaideradly when the water 
had sprayed all over the coil and ignition 


A very impressive and steady drive rewarded Billy Coleman/Donal O'Sullivan with eighth ploce. 
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Pack. Then they ran out of water and it was 
‘only with the aid of Carlsson that they could 
continue, but by the time they got out of 
Dovey, they were out of time and had to 

‘That wasn't Ford's only problem in this 
area. Makinen had been slowed with an oll 
leak from a breather pipe onto a front disc 
but had lost little stage time and was now 
motoring to catch Munarl for Mikkola had 
joined the ranks of the spectators on Davey 
Two when the wheel studs had sheared on 
one of the rear wheels and he came to a halt 
almost losing the wheel and half shaft in the 
process. Roger Clark was not far away and 
he wasn't moving so fast either for he had 
run wide on a hain and was now strug: 
gling to get the car moving again. In the 
‘most incredible manner considering that It 
was hardly off the road at all and there were 
lots of people pushing, the car refused to 
move upwards and had to be andled 
around and downhill for a run at it before 
they were off again with a maximum to 
their credit, It wasn’t Ford's moment at all 
and they even lost another associate in the 
person of Colin Vandervell when he broke 
his Escort’s half shaft in the same forest 
Then Billy Coleman had a minor electrical 
fault and had to drive the last part of Dovey 
with no lights and Peter Clarke had a pune: 
ture. 

Machynlleth was its usual hectic self with 
lors of service for the television cameras to 

ich and plenty of hard luck stories from 
those few North Wales stages that had 
ready taken such a toll of cars and crews, 
From this point, the pattern of the rally 
changed stightly: Makinen and Munari were 
equal on points and quite nicely clear of 
Walfridsson while at the same time they 
were the only ones of their teams on the 
leader board. Munari was told quite definitely. 
to slow down and hold a place in the first 
three rather than go for the victory he felt 
quite sure that he could win. Within a few 
stages, Stig Blomqvist was to roll and lose 
four minutes so that Makinen could. feel 

cure if not safe and consequently both the 
retirement rate amongst the works crews 
declined as well as the number of changes 
of position. 

Straight out from Machynlleth, the first of 
the Hafren stages was cancelled while on 
the one that was run, Paganelli had the gear 
lever of his new Fiat bax come off In. his 
hand and he had to drive the rest of the 
Stage with the stub, seriously lacerating his 
hand. Lampinen got his locked brakes off 
and drove this and the next two stages on 
the hand brake which dropped him’ away 
from the top ten, Waldegaard bent a steering 
arm on Hafren after -tiding wide on some 
ice while Chris Sclater slid off and on with: 
out doing much visible damage. Cahal Curley 
had previously hit a bank missing the tree 
eventually claimed by Culcheth and now was 
In front wheel bearing trouble with his bor: 
rowed Datsun 260 Z. Nobody could tell what 
was wrong and after changing them as many 
times as the Datsun service had wheel bear- 
ings, he eventually retired in Brechfa, Wes! 
countrymen Chris Wathen and Norma 
Anstis both driving Escorts both left the road 
‘on Hafren ice and continued but it was 
Anstis who had the longest stay and lost 
thirty minutes. Colin Grewer who had for- 
saken his vintage Volvo 122 for a new fan- 
gled Opel Ascona was having a good run 
despite having to drive and navigate since 
his co-driver, Philip Welch, was lying back 
beside him far from well 

‘After Brechfa which was just muddy, the 
rally was back to ice on Eppynt. Here the 
stages were as originally planned and not 
as the modification given out In York which 
was just a Porter-plan to fool the users of 
Pace notes. All the same, some notes were 
evidently used and George Beever was silly 
enough to have them out on the start line 
for which he got disqualified. On the first 
quite short stage, Makinen and Alrikkala 
were fastest while Tony Fowkes messed it up 
with a spin but on the second one which 
wound up on the new road with plenty of 
ice, Fowkes came home fastest almost a 
minute quicker than Makinen and just ahead 
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TOYOTA COROLLA COUPE 


1974 Lombard RAC Rally 


Toyota Ist and 2nd 
in Yass-4th overall- 


and this is only the second time weve tried! 


Ist in Class, 4th ov 


2nd in Class- plus Ladies’ Prize 

TOYOTA COROLLA C TOYOTA CELICA GT 

Drivers: Bjorn Waldega Drivers: Pat Moss-Carlsson 
Hans Thorszelius Liz Crellin 


If you take your driving very seriousl 
Toyota dealer about a test d 
Like us, youl be very pleased with the results. 


TOYOTA CELICA GT 
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of Colin Malkin and Nigel Rockey. Jimmy 
Rae had a throttle cable break on the first 
stage and lost over ten minutes replacing it 
Which dropped him down to just behind 
Roger Clark. Blomqvist had already started 
to pull back the time lost with his roll and 
was ninth. Will Sparrow was quite restrained 
on Eppymt but then he could afford to be 
since Russell Brookes/John Brown had 
dropped out with a seized synchromesh hub 
In the gearbox of their Escort RS 2000 
shortly after Penmachno and he was now 
well in command of the Group 1 category 
and eighteenth overall 

‘These performances by the British drivers 
on their familiar Eppynt stages brought 
Rockey up to seventh overall, Fowkes ninth 
and Malkin eleventh despite the Avenger only 
giving a fraction of the horsepower for which 
he was hoping. Fowkes had great hopes for 
his Escort’ which was all prepared by his 
own firm and with his brother David doing 
the engine, But then it cur mysteriously on 
the last Welsh stage which only presaged the 
complete breakdown of the electrics on 
the MS after breakfast far from the aid of 
any service crew. The fault apparently lay 
with ‘the Opus contactless ignition breaker 
Which is used without any problem by the 
works Ford cars. On Radnor, Peter Hilliard/ 
Nick Price In one of the Varta sponsored 
‘Alfasuds spun on a patch of ice and damaged 
the rear end so that the car was going crab- 

ye ever after. Part of the problem was 
that the handbrake acts on the front wheels 
‘and being deprived of his normal method of 
turning the car rather hampered Hilliard's 
style. Finally Pat Moss and Liz Crellin were 
quite glad to see the end of Wales as they 
had been driving with a slipping clutch most 
of the night and it could now be changed by 
the Toyota mechanics. 

From the control at Severn bridge, the 
rally was back again into @ less arduous 
mood, The stage at Dodington had to be can- 
celled as one of the clocks went haywire 
but the Marlboro stage at Cirencester was 
Well attended and proved a success. At the 
Malvern showground Heikki Enomaa broke 
the transmission of his BMW 2002 while one 
stage later at Sutton Park Donald Heggie 
retired his Wiggins Teape Escort with a 
broken gearbox. Despite the fact that it was 
just after a control at Fort Dunlop, Makinen 
seemed to be without racing tyres for Sutton 
Park and lost twenty seconds to Clark who 
had kept his rallycross tyres from the earlier 
stages. Amazingly Walter Rohri was fastest 
and Blomqvist having learnt his lesson with 
that park bench was only four second slower 
than Clark and thus winched himself up into 
eighth place. Sutton Park had an estimated 
fattendance in excess of 50,000 people who 
had to wait fifteen minutes at one point while 
Someone took their dog for a walk. More 
serious delays were caused by fog on the 
way to Clipstone Forest and then on the 
tun back to York. At times the cars were 
down to a crawl on the stages. By the time 
the crews reached York, they were well tired 
Makinen led by a minute and a bit from 
Munani with Walfridsson still banging on to 
third place despite not having tyres. which 
he felt would have suited the ice. Waldegaard 
was fourth and Blomqvist was now poised 
at fifth after the most tremendous recovery. 
Billy Coleman was best British driver (i 
Cork really ours?) though his margin over 
Ove Andersson in the second Toyota was 
quite slim. Per Eklund was steady in eighth 
Place, Robrt was up vo ninth and tenth was 
Nigel Rockey locking equally steady. 

With only a brief night's sleep, the crews 
were sent off early the next morning into 
what was to prove the frozen north. Munari 
had a bad night after a bolted meal laid 
him low and a doctor had to be called as 
his wife thought that he might die. Dead he 
was not, but he wasn’t feeling so good 
either and the Stratos times suffered as a 
result. The first two stages were near Sutton 
Bank where the going was pretty soft and 
Blomqvist forced his way up into fourth 
place confirmed by his fastest time on the 
Ingleby old-railway-line stage. Lampinen had 
to change the clutch in his Beta as that 
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Bjorn Waldegaard’s drive with the Toyota Levin netted an admirable fourth place. 


item had taken a lot of punishment when the 
brakes weren't up to stopping the car in 
Wales. Trond Schea from Norway rolled his 
Lada on Ingleby and at Croft was searching 
for a new. windscreen. A. similar problem 
was soon to face Per Eklund who rolled his 


ab on the second Kielder stage and lost 
twelve minutes and dropped 0 twenty-third 
overall. Leo Kinnunen went off on this stage 
fas well and lost eight minutes without really 
damaging the car 

Kielder with its rough surfaces, icy patches 
and misleading junctions was to see several 
retirements. Adrian Boyd/Frank Main went 
out with the Lombard and Ulster Escort 
after their differential had broken its pinion 
bearing and let all the oil out. They walked 
out of the stage to find the service crew 
but their Transit van had just broken its 
camshaft and it took them a couple of days 


to get the whole equipe out of the forest 
More spectacular was Ove Andersson who 
got the Toyota well irborne over some jumps 


and when it landed the front suspension 
Uterally tore out on one side. The car was 


cali 


Paganelli was trying this hard on Wednesday morning after his earlier excursion. 


practically undamaged but there was no way 
that they could continue, The failure Is com: 
pletely unexplained and Andersson is send- 


ing the bits away for examination as he 
Suspects metal fatigue. The C&S Escort of 
Airikkala burnt out an exhaust valve and 
struggled on for three stages before retiring 
rather than ruin the engine completely. 
Punctures were not uncommon with Harry 


Kallstrom/Claes Billstam limping to the end 
f the second Kielder on a flat but Ronnie 
McCartney/Terry Harryman were untroubled 
in their Mazda by such things and pronounced 
themselves well pleased with the Avon winter 
tyres though they did confess problems with 
the front suspension. Andy Dawson/Colin 
Wilson motored for eight miles on a flat 
Avon but as that was a "safety" the publicky 
was well received. The Malkin Avenger was 
going through struts like other people use 
Kleenex and when the Girlings were finished, 
he went onto Armstrongs with similar results. 
Robin Eyre-Maunsell/Nell Wilson visited a 
ditch and had to be pulled out by Ian Gem- 
mell who thanks to his towing efforts had 


to have a new clutch fitted in Edinburgh 
Another roll but this time by a lady when 
Jil Robinson Inverted herself and Dilys 
Rogers in the C&S Escort and though they 
lost twelve minutes, they continued unruffled 
Waldegaard popped off the road for half a 
minute as did Kinnunen while another Finn, 
Markku Saaristo in one of the Skodas with 
Richard Hudson-Evans succumbed t a punc 
ture but didn't lose a place or his class lead. 

The rally passed through Carlisle on its 
way to Scotland and as if to celebrate his 
return home, Gavin Waugh in the White 
Horse Avenger immediately savaged a rock 
and burst a tyre. Paganelli, now with a gear. 
box that worked, ran into ‘problems with the 
steering and changed that box as well while 
Munari had his only big service of the rally 
when Lancia changed the shock absorbers on 
his Stratos while Lampinen waited until 
Erskine Bridge to do the same thing to his 
Beta, Bennan and Glentrool were not the 
problem stages that they have been in the 
past but Loch Ard and Achray after Erskine 
fived up to their reputation. A rock hit out 
imto the road by another competitor bent 
Malkin's steering rack so that it seized and 
he shot off into an acre of soft ooze from 
Which there was no extracting the Avenger 
Not far away, Ingvar Carlsson was in the 
Same plight. with his Fiat and though he 
was not so far in nor did he have anything 
damaged, he too was due to stay there. The 
Marina 1.3 of Andy Dawson was kind enough 
to. park itself in an Achray ditch nota 
quarter of a mile from his inaw’s house. He 
was frankly glad to leave it as he had been 
dewing for some tme without brakes since 
smashing a pipe on Drumjohn and the suspen: 
sion had long been tired and incapable of 
being fettled since the shock absorbers sup: 
plied by British Leyland wouldn't fit the car 
Jon Dooley's Alfasud had lost most of its 
Bears in Kielder and at one point had had 
to back out of a stage when only reverse 
could be found and now & finally gave up 
the ghost, Robrl and Paganelli had double 
punctures while Saaristo” collected another 


Luckier than Saaristo and Juinek ; Haugland’s Skoda ran perfectly through th 


only to blow up his transmission and retire 
on the Carron Valley stage. Even the strain 
of the sec ng on drivers 
like Stig Bh nearly ran out of 
petrol and had to beg some from a marshal 
Tapio Rainio/Klaus Lehto in the Finnish 
entered Saab had brake problems but man 
aged to get them sorted out before Edinburgh 
where it' was possible to take an early break- 
fast and reflect on the results of the night 

Cars one two and three were classified in 
thar order for Blomqvist had now passed the 
cautious, still unwell Munari and was three 
minutes behind the leading Ford, while fourth 
was now Waldegaard who had just squeezed 
ahead of Walfridsson who was well ahead of 
Rohel in sixth place. Seventh was Coleman, 
eighth Rockey and Clark was now beginning 
to show on the leader board in eleventh place 
just Behind Lampinen. It had been a hard 
ight and the weather was no less kind now 
Providing quite deep snow on the last stages 
before the border and the second time control 
in Carlisle, The Colin Grewer Ascona broke 
@ throttle cable in Cardona and had to be 
driven on the iginition key to the finish while 
on Glentress Chris Sclater, now in ninth 
position, broke a rear brake caliper bracket 
and was forced to do the next two stages 
with ‘only front brakes as the service car 
with the correct piece was too far away 
On the same stage, Rockey had a puncture 
and damaged the steering but didn't lose 
much time, 

‘After Carlisle, the rally entered the Lake 
District for its last fling before another night 
in York. Chrs Lord had his Vauxhall struck 
up the rear by David Hardcastle’s Ascona 
(GM-only shunt) and then just a bit further 
down the road damaged the front on another 
car which is @ pretty unique way of crashing 
your rally car when you consider all the 
Thances you get In the stages. The damage 
to Hardcastle's car was unseen for a while 
but it must have cracked the bottom radiator 
mounts for a short while later the car was 
mat_with the fan through the radiator. In 
Wythop, John Taylor/Julian Chitty had 


rally without any mechanical troubles 


wheel studs shear on their Escort’s rear wheel 
and were cute enough to get another hub 
Sent into the stage for John to change him- 
self. Rockey broke a hati-shafc on this car but 
was lucky enough to do it on the main road 
outside the stage though he nearly went out 
of time when he got separated from Ron 
Channon, his co-driver, who had gone off to 
look for the Ford factory service while in 
fact Rockey got it changed by his own crew 
who just happened to find him at the side 
of the road. On Whinlatter, Jack Tordoff 
Philip Short hit a log with the front of their 
Porsche and put the front suspension. back 
so that even ‘when it was changed, the car 
never steered quite the same again. 

One of the most amazing drives of the 
rally was coming from & Mini-Cooper *S 
driven by Terry Kaby who was lying a very 
creditable thirty-fourth overall. The car was 
actually owned by Bob Freeborough but it 
was prepared by Kaby and he was being 
allowed to do all the driving including spin 
ning the boss a couple of times, Equolly 
impressive was John Haugland’s drive with 
the Skoda which had now Inherited the class 
lead left by Saaristo and was lying twenty 
seventh overall 


Poor Per Eklund started Grizedale, the 
ast stage, and almose at once broke a 
drive shaft losing himself a place in the 
results and Saab a certain team prize, For 
the Ladies, Pat Moss still held her lead in 
the Toyota despite being on her third clutch 
with Jill Robinson second, rolled but not yet 
Escorted away. Third In the Ladies category 
was the Finnish girl Marketa Oksala in a 
Hillman Avenger entered strangely in the 
1300 cc class who was just ahead of Rose 
mary Smith in the DOT Ascona. Sandy 
Lawson was fifth in the diminutive DAF 
despite driving on a sprained ankle, 

At York, the positions were much as be. 
fore except that Clark had now climbed to 
ninth with the demise of Eklund and Sclater 
was tenth, ‘Things looked pretty settled at 
the top where Makinen was two and half 
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Only survivor of the Marinas, Pat Ryan ex 


minutes ahead of Blomqvist who led Munari 
by five and a half. But the big uncertainty 
was the Weather and no one seemed to know 


just how much of Good King Wencel 
favourite flooring lay round about the York. 
shire forests, It turned out not to be much 


but there was ice and it came in nasty patches 
so that even Blomqvist spun and broke his 
rear axle and very nearly Hans Sylvan's 
helmet as well when he hit his head against 
the roll cage, Will Sparrow went in 
few rotations when he found that the V 
hall was getting too much rear brakes for 
the slippery conditions. Sclater bent a tie 
rod on Dalby North by hitting a log and 
‘was so upset with himself that he changed it 
himself rather than bother the mechanics 
The Avenger of Eyre-Maunsell had to have 
4 new gearbox while Paganelli practically hit 
front wheel off and had to complete a stage 
with only one wheel steering, The similar car 
of Aaltsnen ran over a post in Cropton and 
split the steering box. open so that it too 
had to be changed but it was Paganelli's 
delay of almost 14 minutes on one stage 
that cost Fiat the team prize. The Volvo of 
Morgan Carlsson/Claes. Uddgren had a fan 
belt" jump. off in Pickering which they re- 
placed only to have the alternator pulley 
Bisintegrate on the next stage and some of 


the pieces fractured the water pump and they 
were out of the rally. Jimmy Rae had a 
slight off on Cropton and bent a wing while 


the Hilliard Aifasud was slowing down with 
low oll pressure caused by a broken oll pick- 
up pipe The Varta/Alfa boss, Leo Bertorelli 
had his similar car pack up in Cropton with 
a seized engine :hat could have been due to 
the same thing. In any case he reckoned that 
he had had ail his luck on bis rally when 
they were rescued from an off in Kielder by 
two men who came bicyeling down the stage 

However, the big dramas were with the 
leader who found that his clutch was going 
and had to shoot in to a garage to get it 
changed before the Cropton stage. At almost 
the same moment, Clark found that his too 
had gone but was sent off to do that stage 
while the Ford mechanics did Makinen’s. 
That job took 42 minutes and when Clark 
came they did it in just 33 minutes so it 
Shows what practice will do! Just down the 
road, the Saab boys took 50 minutes to 
change Blomqvist's rear axle so with these 
three running quite far back in the field, fe 
became quite exciting for the back runners 
as they got passed on stages. 

The Lada of Tron Schea got inverted 
again on Cropton and one stage later on 
Dalby South, Nigel Rockey did the same los- 
ing three minutes before he could continue 
Which dropped him out of the top ten once 
more. Walfridsson’s Volvo was not proving 
as agile on the very fast Yorkshire stages 
as Waldegaard's Toyota or Rohrl's Ascona 
and they both got ahead of him during that 
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utes a heavy landing. 


last frantic morning. Poor John Taylor was 
destined to be the last big story of the rally 
when the hub he ad changed in the Lakes 
came unscrewed almost warin tight of the 


last stage finish on the rally and he had to 
perform yet another repair on a stage before 
Boing back to York, the finish and a well 
farmed lunch. 

The massive, magnificent RAC Rally was 
over apart. from the celebrations of the 
surviving eighty-three crews aided and 
abetted by hose who had not made it 
through to the finish, 


Down the field 


By IAN SADLER 


This last RAC Rally will probably be best 
remembered for the severity, intensity and 
variety of foul weather; with fog on occasions 
‘0 widespread and thick that it was respon 
ible for certain crews going o.t.. The rally 
‘also more than exceeded ts usual high 
Standards for sorting the field out, segreg 
ing the British entry Into distinct cal 

triers, non-triers and let's just get to the 
finish drivers. With three British drivers in 
the top ten we did rather well this ye: 
Especially well, considering the highest-ever 
quality of entry and level_of competition. 
Billy ‘Coleman and Chris Selater could be 
expected to finish where they did and Roger 
Clark can take just eredit for his drive back 

jer board after the Welsh hairpin 
But what of the 11th placed driver 
Rockey? Undoubtedly "the | British 
of the event and surely worthy of 
"erally gesture on an oves 

‘not for Walfridsson’s: or Blom: 
qvist’s amazing exploits. With mechanical 
luck for once on his side Rockey surprised 
many people—and continued to surprise the 
longer he held on there. After a sensible 
start Rockey climbed from around 15th posi- 
tion right up into the exhalted top ten—into 
Ath place after 35 stages and remained 
thereafter in eighth position for the next 40- 
‘odd tests, battling with Coleman's. simila 
ar. An excursion on the treacherous ice of 
Wednesday morning, putting his | Escort 
briefly on its roof, dropped the Bristol driver 
‘out of the position over which he had fought 
for $0 long: ultimately having to be content 
with 11th place. 

‘Other quick drivers not tackling the rally 
just as an endurance exercise were found 
Tower in the entry than their performances 
would belie. Rallycross driver John Taylor 
Started the rally with his Haynes of Maid. 
stone RS1600 and immediately set about the 
business of the RAC with remarkably con- 
sistent driving. coming fram his seeded posi- 
tion of 55 into the mid-30s by the time the 


Welsh stages were tackled and then into the 
20s, to as high as 24th after threequarters of 
the’ event; eventually finishing 29th, after 
two on-stage stops to knock back an’ errant 
halfshaft were taken into account. 

One of the few surprises in the very 
smoothly seeded entry was the appearance 
Of George Hill and Peter Bryant at start 
‘umber 70 with the Martin Group Vauxhall 
However, Hill was frustrated throughout the 
rally with a chronic misfire at between 5,000 
and 6,000 rpm and he was unable to make 
the impression that was expected, finally 
finishing 23rd after five days of round the 
route eng-ne sorting with “everything” being 
eed. All was to no avail for the Blyden- 
stein engine just could not be made to run 
smoothly. 


Three teams of works, or of a semi-works 
nature, were scattered lower in the lists due 
to their comparative lack of power and sult- 
ability only as class-winning Cars. They wet 
the Skodas, Morris Marinas and the Wart- 
burgs. Of the Wartburgs, the less said about 
these extremely underpowered. three-cylinder 
two-stroke cars the better. For their efforts, 
‘Automobilwerk Elsenach were rewarded with 
fifth in class and fourth in the manufacturers 
table, ‘The Marina team did not last intact. 
Phil Cooper retired after the gearbox  bell- 
housing cracked and the car lost oll (as the 
major problem), while Andy Dawson lasted 
Until Loch Achray before the car left the road 
in sympathy with his feelings (wth nothing 
much left of the dampers) alter an extremely 
fraught time. Dawson's problems started be- 
fore the rally when wheels and. other parts 
were stolen from his garage, but his ill-luck 
continued through the event, not helped by 
Such snags as replacement’ dampers being 
discovered to be of the wrong type. Though 
this. put Dawson out, his on. the route 
troubles started much earlier with two punc- 
tures in Clocaenog (running seven miles on 
one, which is good testimony of the Avon 
Safety wheel) and two sets of burnt-out plugs 
on the run down -owards Machynlleth, “Less 
went wrong during the night and the amazing 
Dawson heaved the 1.3 car up into top ten 
stage times on several occasions but the rot 
Set in again. This time Keilder was the 
Stumbling block. Taking the string of stages 
gently the rear skid plates bent up against 
the brake ‘cylinders ‘and the Marina” was 
slowed by permanently on rear brakes. After 
this was cured the handling became progres. 
sively less predictable until Dawson described 
ie as “just a joke.” BL service at first 
couldn't find any one factor but changed the 
front dampers for the original parts the car 
came with when new Girlings wouldn't fit 
The rear units then required changing after 
fone of them detached at its mounting to the 
Jeaf spring, flaling around smashing the 
petro! tank guard, brake lines and handbrake 
Cables. Loch ‘Achray, on standard dampers, was 
the end of the struggle. Both he and Pat 
Ryan drove with remarkable consistency 
(after 28 stages they were only 30 s apart) 
but only Ryan's car remained intact co the 
finish and it’ was debatable whether his 
Marina would have managed many more 
stages by Wednesday morning, The class win 
went to John Haugland and his Skoda 1208 
after the Marina slowed towards the end with 
a sick engine (a dropped inlet valve) and the 
harrow margn in times was increased to 
19 minutes at the finish 

Skoda certainly didn't have a smooth time 
either with two of their cars retiring with 
broken ‘crown wheel and pinions. Saaristo's 
incredible journey up the leader board was 
hampered once the cars reached Scotland, 
as a gradual deterioration set in with oiling. 
problems, brake problems and a loose sump 
Shield. Czechoslovakian driver Karel Simek 
pulled out after 22 stages with no drive. 

Kevin Videan's luck of "73 certainly had 
flown for he was out by New Brighton with 
ignition box failure. His Datsun 260Z was 
the one driven to the finish last year by 
Kallstrom. 

‘Scottish drivers Donald. Heggie and Bill 
Taylor didn't even have the luck to have 
their cars last until the rally reached thei 
‘areas. Taylor, with the Royal Bank of Scot: 
land RS1600 had an electrical problem (dis- 
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OPEL DRIVERS. 
COMPETE FOR THIS 
COMPETITION CAR. 


Here's something to look forward to <7) The Opel Dealers’ is open to 
next year. competitors at national or 
Allittle number called the Opel =). international : 
Dealers’ Cup, dreamed up by D.O.T. And caters for racing, rallying and 
It's a competition open to every OPEL autocross events. 
Opel driver and features a fully- FALERS'CUP It's based on a special points system, 
peered ex-works D.O.T. car to the value awarded throughout the season, which gives 
of jeltok soe everyone an equal nity. 
And that's just for starters. So whatever: you drive, you're in 
Facgerarickcowere Guang with a chance. 
e500 wath IDOL Spek Ponond If you'd like to know more, write for entry 


£200 worth for number three. 
Plus trophies for all winners. Which 
is good going by any standards. 


details and full rules to: Secretariat, Opel 
Dealers’ 33 Harmont House, 


Cup, St, 
London WIN 1AN. Tel: 01-580 7765. 


rey) (0)5 FI 


SPORTS PARTS 


For the sporting Opel owner. 
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tributor) on Dyfi 1 and though he con- 
tinued, went ot. by the next control; almost 
ag unlucky as Tony Fowkes who retired with 
what was thought to be an obscure electrical 
fault but turned out to be needing just a 
straight two-minute distributor change. 
Donald Heggie/George Dean with their Wig: 
gins Teape IDEM Escort retired in the after- 
oon with a very noisy gearbox, their box 
being a previous type requiring a couple of 
hours to change. The box had stripped first 
gear on the start line on Sutton Park and 
Second just a mile later, so the IDEM crew 
wisely called ita day when the protests from 
the box increased, 

‘An lncredible performance. trom Schews 
and Linzen (Porsche Carrera), as reported 
{aot week, in achieving third. position after 
the first ‘six stages unfortunately came to 
nothing when the German crew were in colli- 
‘sion with a non-competitor. The Porsche was 
apparently just leaving a lay-by with Linzen 
driving the following stage when the colli 
sion occurred, Linzen reported to have in- 
advertently driven off on the right-hand side 
of the road. Another German-entered Porsche 
Carrera survived; the car of Hauck and 
Weldmann finishing in 17th place after an 
impressive and often stylish drive ahead of 
the Knockhill Motor Sport Centre Escort of 
James Rae, Other incidents from lower down 
the field included the disqualificaton of 
George Beever for being caught using pace 
notes on both of the Eppynt stages. 

‘The Clubman's Trophy, with a maximum of 
50 competitors starting ‘on Monday morning 
for the north of England and Scottish sections. 
(giving them 200 special stage miles, and the 
winner a free guaranteed entry in the 1975 
event) was won by Keith Thomas and William 
‘Wilson, their Escort 1300 beating the Avenger 
GT of ‘Chris Daisy by 14 minutes. 
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VAUXHALL WINS AGAIN 


WILL SPARROW 
VAUXHALL MAGNUM 2300 
GROUP ONE WINNER 
1974 LOMBARD RAC RALLY 


CITY MOTORS (Oxford) 

Botey Road. \ 

SPE ao ea 
Tet (0865) 28021 


$.M.T. PERTH LEEDHANS 
Dunkeld Road, Rougier Street, 
Perth Lendel Bridge. 
Tol: (0738) Yorks YO1 1HX 
26241/3 Tet: (0908) 25414 


E. S. STOCK MOTORS 
Main Road, 
Copdock. 

Ipswich, Suffolk 

Tel: 047 386 555 
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THOMPSONS OF HULL 
230/236 
Anlaby Road, 
Hull, Yorks 
Tel: (0482) 23681 


HAMILTON MOTORS 
466-490 
Edgware Road, 
London W2 
Tel: 01-262 7211 


NASH OF CARDIFF 
Sloper Road, 


Cardi CFI STE 
Tek: (0222) 38722 


HAROLD THOMPSON 
Tynemouth Road, 
North Shields, 
Northumberland 
Tet:_ (08945) 
70346 


DRAKE & FLETCHER 
Rocky Mill, 
London Road, 
Maidstone, Kent 
Tet: (0622) 59161 
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Stratos : advent of a rally supercar 


PETER NEWTON looks at development of Lancia’s purpose-built rally car 


Wednesday, November 20, 11.45 am, 
Yorkshire forests stand brittle 
Winter sunshine, the smooth 
and sparkle as the thick 
rays, and the bi 

ong the silent pines ©. erlap, 
The faint drone of a thousand con: 
is punctuated by the tramp of wary f 
treading cat-like on the treacherous surface: 
coats and scarves are wrapped tighter around 
shivering bodies, and the kaleidoscope uf 
colour made by the assembled ranks brings 
the frost-tinged banks into sharp relief 
Wykeham forest; the 84th and last stage of 
the 1974 Lombard RAC Rally ; the final curtain 
on five days of international motorsp 
final conclusion to a struggle which h 
throughout the length and breadt 
country, and all eyes are fastened on the 
distant corner where the first car will appe: 
all ears strain in the clear forest air for the 
first distant sounds of a BDA, a Porsche 
or, the Stratos. 

The tension in the morning air is palpable 
as the muted growl of whooping engines 
grows louder, suddenly the rally has caugh! 
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up with Wykeham and the 


Datsun forges up 
huddled above a series 
bends. Just before the first corner the red and 
white car ®.cks right, the brakes dab on for 
an instant, and in a flash of che old Kallstrom 
brilliance, the car is set up for the sequence. 
As the Datsun crests the rise on the apex 

f the right, the glistening ice carries it wide 
more lock is twitled on, a flash of moustache 
half-hidden under a helmet, and the Datsun 
flashes by, its rear wheels scrabbl 
ff the edge of the track, the snarl 
engine receding as the car fishtails up 
hill towards the finish. 

Gradually the hubbub of conversation 
blends in with the receding exhaust, hand 
signals and wide grins designate signs of 
approval, cameras return to the limit of their 
straps and heads turn again to the distant 

Today here seems to be a feeling of 
expectation in the air and there is 


the crowds 
of fast left and right 


not long to wait for iss gratification. A deep 
musical throb grows among the distant trees, 
then with a bark of triumph, the Stratos tes 
out of the gloom into the sunlight, the wedge 
tall flicks sideways, its driver corrects and the 
red and white projectile huris itself at the 
straining watchers on £. The sheer 
speed of its arrival still takes everyone by 
urprise, the sinister shape flicks through the 
esses, a blur of unforgettable action on the 
retina. Two Bell-Helmeted figures crouch 
together behind the steeply raked screen in 
the tiny cockpit; the driver hustles the car 
through, 8 flurry of minute corrections to the 
wheel and the shape streaks past. On the 
crest of the righthander, the car hesitates 
in mid-steide, but long before the ice can take 
control, another doft correction sends it 
screaming up the hill in iB full-power 
Grift; a cacophany of whirring cam gears and 
ming chains; and as quickly as it has arrived 
the little car is just a memory, the strident 
wl of the exhaust echoing and re-echoing 
into the never-ending forest. The spectators 
look around to each other in stlence as though 
not certain what they. b en the 
advent of a rally supercar 


‘The sheer interest and excitement generated 
by the Straus on the RAC surprised 
even Cesare Fiorio, Lancia's team manager, 
and it has caught the imagination of the 
public like nothing else for years. There can 
have scarcely been one person on the event 
who did not think that this " fragile” machine 
would break; it was only a matter of time. 
As the Saturday afternoon of the rally passed, 
the Stratos remained comfortably in second 
place. The pundits and the cognoscenti nod- 
ded sagely. These stages were just a mere 
warm-up for the real tests w come. On 
Eshok the Stratos took seven seconds off 
Mikkola to set fastest time of 2m 52s. This 
‘was of course tarmac, where the Stratos was 
expected to shine. Nobody imagined that it 
would be setting up fastest times five days 
Jater_ on ice in Yorkshire, According to 
Florio, a decision was taken at Machynlleth 
which’ undoubtedly affected the final outcome 
Of the rally. That decision was to slow down, 
‘Sandro Munari was already beginning to feel 
the effects of food poisoning which was to 
necessitate @ doctor travelling around to each 
tume-control to make frequent check-ups on 
his condition. Secondly, it was essential that 
Lancia finished the rally. 

The situation was an interesting one. In 
1973 Lancia clinched the European Rally 
Championship thanks to Munari and his 
cegular co-driver, Mario Munnucel. That year 
they won the Costa Brava in @ Fulvia, the 
Firestone in a Stratos, the San Martino in a 
Fulvia, and the Tour de France with a Stratos 
and were weil placed on numerous occasions. 
This year, however, with comprehensive 
re-organssation on the home from, Lancia's 
rallying activities took a dive, and it 
was not until the beginning of October 

the World Rally Championship 

to be of interest to them. Thus the 
‘made for the RAC were originally 
intended as an experimental exercise with 
two still unproven cars (Stratos and Beta 
coupé). Little did they then realise how 
delicately balanced the situation would be by 
the time of the RAC. It was thus of para 
jount importance to finish the event. After 

20 stages, it was clear to all that the Stratos 
was by far the quickest car on the rally 
Fiorio ‘maintains that they could have con 
tinued this pace or even hotted ie up if 
necessary, but ix would have been foothardy 
to do so with the possibility of the car not 
finishing, and Munari already beginning t 
feel unwell. Now, thanks to a fine third place, 


Against top class competition the Lanci 


(and 10th place going 1 Simo Lampinen's 
Beta coupé) it is almost inevitable that, bar 
Fing the most atrocious ill luck, Lancia w 
win the World Rally Championship—a very 
rosy situation and one which not even Fiorio 
dreamt of as late at September. 


‘The experimental testing year has almost 
certainly yielded a championship, without 
apparent effort. At the root of ehis remark: 
able feat is the car itself; the apparently 
fragile tarmac racer that was not expected 
to last the first day of the RAC, let alone 
maintain the tortuous pace throughout the 
rough Lake District stages and finish the 
event on a superbly high note, setting fastest 
time at Wykeham 

It almost comes as something of a surprise 
when one remembers that the Stratos was 
designed as purpose-built rally car, and its 
construction endows it with immense strength 
and rigidity. Briefly, the Stratos is of steel 
monocoque construction, principally the work 
chief engineer, Glan-Paulo Dallera. Two 
wide pontoons run the length of the car and 
are joined front and rear by full width hoops 
Projecting forward and rearward of the cen 
ral structure are square tube subframes 
which support the suspension mountings. A 
roll-over bar is integral with the structure, 
and this transverse square tubing has the duai 
function of bracing the side members and 
carrying the engine mountings. It is thus 
not difficult to see that the frame possesses 
Breat strength, and to this is added a steel 
skin at the centre section Incorporating Tool, 
front inner wheel arches, sills and skuttle 
Front and rear bodywork is of glassfibre con- 
struction. The adapubility of the design to 
Suit varying conditions is impressive. Front 
and rear ride height can be adjusted in an 
Instant, as can che anti-roll bars at both 
from and rear. The whole design is entirely 
competition-orientated and the car has been 
in limited series production for some time 
now in order to satisly the necessary 
homologation regulations 


This year has been primarily occupied with 
development and the car was somewhat 
hesitantly entered for the San Remo (which 
contains a fair proportion of loose). Munari 
won the event easily after the Flats put paid 
to their chances early on. Then the Stratos 
went across the Atlantic and Munari wen the 
Rideau Lakes as # liked after the Piats again 
hit trouble. During the chaotic happenings 
of the POR, a shock absorber came loose and 


Stratos more than proved its worth on the RAC Rally. 


lailed around inside the engine compartment 
before smashing the electrics. Thus, with two 
easy International victories to its credit, the 
Stratos came to the RAC with a major 
question mark still hanging over it; what 
Would happen when the competition became 
really flerce over rough arduous going? That 
question does not now require an answer. 

‘After the finish of the event at York, 
we were able co have a quick word with 
Sandro Munari as he was preparing to dash 
off to Corsica. “The Fulvia was great but 
1 like driving this better than anything else 
because she is quicker than everything else. 
It is better to do events like the RAC to see 
what possibilities the car has against inter- 
national competition; because here you have 
got all the top cars and drivers. The Stratos 
has been tremendous; we never did any work 
on the car whatsoever.” He was full of praise 
too for the car's handling; "She's fantastic 
to drive on tarmac, on gravel, or on snow 
In Chamonix we compared the Stratos to the 
Fulvia on ice and snow without studs, and 
the Stratos was still considerably quicker. 

dit was easily the fastest car on 

ly, but we could not go fast all the 

was so important’ to finish well 

and get the points.” For the future Munari 

is enthusiastic: “In the Tour de Corse there 

are three Stratos and one Beta coupé, and 

next year I think we shall have two Stratos 
in every major international rally.” 

Just as the Stratos programme is being 
stepped up, 50 is the power of the engines: 
“Up to now we have not used the (300 bhp) 
four valve units because we have had $0 
little time, but we will be using them in 
Corsica, and next year we wil be using them 
on events like the San Remo, the Swedish 
fand the RAC; I'm convinced of their relia: 
bilty.” As far as he is personally concerned 
Sandro Munari is quite clear about what 
will be drwving : " you'll find me in a Stratos,’ 
he says, with a flash of a grin, While he is 
talking, @ young git] approaches Plero Sodano 
and sympathises with him about how terrify: 
ing it must have been to be hurled through 
the forests in such a scary claustrophobic 
ttle projectile he turns to her with 

mn his face:  Signorina, it is not 
‘his arms cover his’ chest 
+ the arms reach out towards her 
in inimitable Latin style. The supercar has 
well and truly arrived on the rally scene 
and the implications may well be mace pro- 
found than is yet believed 
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‘Mint Seven drama. Jim Mancey (66), Mike Thew (32) spin as Richard Williams goes past. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Gerry Marshall scores again 


t Sunday was wet, cold, 


rather boring. The Romford 

CC "were in charge of the 

‘and coped admirably in the 

there were 

few incidents ally exciting 

Mini Migtia races were 
processional. 


Tn only his third ever race Steven Harris 
captured pole position for the final round 
of the Mini Miglia Championship which was 
fun on a dry track. However, it wasn't Harris’ 
Mini that led off the line, but Phil Spurling’s 
Oselli Mini which led from the middle of the 


front row, ‘The newcomer didn't have an 
wer, and Spurling went on to take the 
flag by 11.8 % The best feature of this 


Uninspiring race was John Hazell's climb 
through the field from a fourth row grid 
position. His Boobspeed Mini was eighth on 
The completion of the first lap, fifth by lap 
two and inherited third place on lap three. 
By the eighth lap he had hauled in Harris, 
‘but an attempt to take second place along the 
top straight on the last lap was thwarted, 
fand Hazell settled for third place. In finishing 
fourth, Russell Dell's Ripspeed Mini clinched 
the Mini Migiia Championship by just three 
points. It was a pity that the racing wasn't 
8 close as the championship. 

‘The Monoposto Formula Four Challenge was 
spoilt by continuous drizzle and was in fact 
Won by @ Formula Ford car which had found 
its way in to the Monoposto class. They were 
flagged away ten seconds behind the Fas. 
Commeniator Barry Simons claimed the 
Monoposto would be at a disadvantage, but 
how he made this out one does not know. 
‘The Monopostos have bigger engines and at 
Brands are generally one and a half seconds 
quicker than the one litre F4s. Alan Baillie 
Proved the point, by bringing his Monoposto 
Viking through ‘to lead by tap four, 
Glyn Read’s Chevron had made the 
running. With everyone running on slicks and 
the drizzle getting progressively worse, the 
SHARP Van Diemen of Steve Prior really 
came in to its own, although his tactics at 
Clearways. in inheriting the lead were 
Questionable, Baillie spun when the two cars 
touched, the FF aiming for what looked like 
‘an. imaginary gap. The leading Monoposto 
thus finished fourth behind the leading Fas 
of Alex. Lowe (Chevron BISC) and Roy 
Lewington (Brabham BT28), 

‘The Mini Se7ens weren't nearly as exciting 
as normal in their ten lapper, Chris Tyrrell’s 
Calbrook car taking an easy flag to flag vic- 
tory. Graham Wenham's Team Castrol 
Micktune Mini did get close near the end as 
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the leader's car overheated, but he was 0.8 s 
in arrears by the end. After holding down 
Second place for the first lap only, Renault 
5 pedeller Hugo Shipley had to settle for 
third place ahead of the more subdued Geoff 
Gilkes. who will be moving in to one litre 
saloons next year with would you believe, an 
Imp engined Mini 

Ray ‘Caleust made an astound.ng start in 
the combined emall saloons and | Modsp. 
face. Starting from the Inside of the third 
row his Kent Messenger Imp snot par. every: 
fone and had a large lead at the bottom of 
Paddsck. ‘Team-mate John Homewood had 
unsultabie tyres, and couldn't offer a 
Challenge to his team-mate. In fact, Home- 
wood's KM Imp, was having to work hard 
holding off first John Schneider's Mini, then 
Peter Baldwin's similar car. Baldwin got 
through into second place at Paddock on lap 
Six. Water had found its way into the coil of 
Homewood's engine, and with the motor 
oceacionaily cutting” out Homewood retired 
to the pits on lap eight to save further 
‘embarrassment. Baldwin finished second 2.8 s 
behind Calcutt, while Schneider completed 
the leading trio over haif a minute ahead of 
Martyn Darnell’s Mini 

he fifth race it was very cold, very 

wet and very murky, but che Formula’ Fords 
Still put on quite @ good stow. Frank Hopper 
botched up h's start with the Pub Information 
Centre Crossie, and dropped to fifth place. 
Syd Fox tcok the lead in the B:itish Air 
Ferries entered Hawke, this car being a 
prototype. Syd had only done a few Japs test- 
Ing @ coupte of days previously, and had yet 


The contions become ver bo. 
Per ts 


to try i in the wet. Rick Morris’ Hawke 
tailed Fox at first but he was demoted on 
the third lap by Mike Blancher's Lotus 61M 
with borrowed Minister power, the engine 
having seen some days in the back of a 
certain Crossle. This trio had already pulled 
out a gap on Roy Klomfass’ BAF Hawke, 
Who must be wishing he was back in his 
native South Africa. Hopper only lasted three 
laps before the recurrence of an electiical 
problem, first encountered in practice, sde- 
Tined him. That extra little bit a Minister 
engine has over its competitors helped 
Blanchet in to the lead along top straight 
fon the eighth Jap, taking the flag 08 » 
ahead of Fox with Morris third. 

There was a fabulous entry of big saloons, 
bur practice dramas and the weather 
accounted for the non-starting of Tony Hazle- 
Wood's Daf, the big Capris of Colin Hawker 
and Bill Cox and Zekia Redjep’s Escort. 
However we still had Messrs Turner, Marsh 
and Whiting on the grid. In fate it was John 
Turner's Skoda-Chevrolet which led from the 
‘two. though 
he did it all wrong at Clearways, spinning 

to fourth place, leaving the lead to 
Gerry Marshall's Firenza, who had Peter 
Kitchen's incred.bly fast "Min. Clubman on 
his sail. Nick Whiting’s All Car Equipe Escort 
found a way past Kicchen on lap three but 
could do very little about the leading Vaux- 
bali. Whiting 4.4 clos 
laps to go, but places didn’ 
three clossed the line, covere 
pulled back scme of the deficit but 
had a sideways moment at Druids and lost 
ground again. 

Tt was getting pretty dark as the 450 saloons, 
lined up for ine last race with Aan Rogers’ 
Vickers Minion pole position. Robin 

a.cable’s Clements M.ni got the best start 
though to lead Rogers through the first lap. 


jogers, who has driven just about ail the 
Mini. varian.s at one me or another 
‘assumed control on tap two and ran out the 
winner by 1. =. Very jittle was going on 
behind, although very’ litte could be seen 


anyway througa the gloom, Peve Nocthover 
had a lonely time in third place, as did Jim 
Roberison’s. fourth placed Mini Se7en. 


Snorkels and fitppers will be requ.ted next 
week 


PAUL KING 


Fosiaw “ings Seating, 88 


ANOTHER SUCCESS FOR TOYOTA ON THE RAC RALLY 


TOYOTA Ist and 2nd in class! 
TOYOTA wins ladies class ! 


TOYOT 


A 


aos 


comes 4th overall ! 


The following distributors wish to congratulate Toyota on their outstanding victory in 


the RAC Rally. 


TOYOTA DISTRIBUTORS FOR YORKSHIRE 


FRANK SENIOR LTD 


STANLEY ROAD, WAKEFIELD, YORK 
Tel: Wakefield (0924) 73493 


Toyota Distributors for Sussex 


SUSSEX TOYOTA LIMITED 
OVERDENE DRIVE, IFIELD, 
CRAWLEY, RH11 8DU 
Tel: Crawley (0293) 37521 


FOR TOYOTA IN 
DEVON AND SOMERSET 


LONG BROTHERS MOTORS 


(EXETER) LIMITED 
84 SIDWELL STREET, 
EXETER 


Tel: 
Exeter (0392) 75055/6 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND 


For Toyota in Greater London 
QUEENSBRIDGE MOTORS 
(STEPNEY) LTD 


201-217 COMMERCIAL ROAD, 
LONDON E1 
Tel: 01-790 4451/1639 


TOXOTA DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
ESSEX, NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK 


EAST ANGLIA (TOYOTA) LTD 


Tel: Colchester (0206) 48141/5 
(6 lines) 


FOR TOYOTA IN 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE 


HALLENS 


OF CAMBRIDGE LTD 
1 UNION LANE, 


CAMBRIDGE CB4 1PP 


Tel: 
Cambridge (0223) 
56225 


FOR TOYOTA IN 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 


BLACKNELL 
MOTOR GROUP 
TOYOTA CENTRE, 
186 LONDON ROAD, 
TRENT BRIDGE, NOTTS 
Tel: Nottingham (0602) 
285841 


FOR TOYOTA IN KENT 


MARLOWE MOTORS 
(CANTERBURY) 


ROSE LANE, 

CANTERBURY, KENT 

Tel: Canterbury (0227) 
65544 
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“No matter how 
many words and 
photographs are 
Printed or how 


can capture the 
Unique 

atmosphere of 
‘actually being on 

a forestry stage 
‘on the RAC Rally * 


ROBERT FEARNALL 


Robert Fearnall, was, of course, Avrosrort's 
deputy editor up until the middle of this 
season. He left to work for Silverstone 
Cireults as their press and promotions officer, 
‘and has since done an excellent job tying up 
sponsors and events for their increasingly busy 
calendar, 

The time is 6,30 am on Sunday, November 
17, and the venue is the Forest cf Dean. 
skirting South Wales, All is dark and silent, 
but for the occasional rusile from the bushes 
OF enapping cf twigs. The sky Is high and 
amid the swirling mist, one can virtually feel 
the frost forming on the ground and nipping 
‘at ones feet and face, which are becoming 
Increasingly numb. Now and again. torch 
lights burst from the trees, lighting up many 
clusters of huddled spectaters, standing 
banks, clinging halfway up ures or ba‘ancing 

Suddenly the silence is broken by the 
sound of a competition engine back on the 
main road (some two miles down che scraight 
but narrew, slippery and rough track which 
spits the mass cf trees). Ail is quiet again 
as more people—husbands, wives and even 
children, ‘oblivious of the cold in their 
enthusiasm—find places to perch while the 
sky slowly lightens to emerge a crisp, cloud. 
Teas morning. But then bursting over che 
horizon of the mile-plus straight pierce che 
headlights and the high-pitched scream of the 
first car on this stage of the 1974 Lombard 
RAC Rally. 

It’s in full cry, easily attaining 100 mph 
until’ the lights pick up the red arrows, 
signifying a left-hand bend. Down through 
the gears, the car swings from side-to-side in 
readiness for the bend, the driver not know 
ing the severity of the corner or the condition 
of the surface, There's just time to pick out 
the number—and it’s 1, the Colibri Ford 
Escort of Timo Makinen—as the car hurls 
through the 90 degree bend, kicking up stones 
and frozen mud to the spectators standing 
lunwisely close to the track. Befcre that even 
has time to settle, the Escort, fighting for 
traction on the loose, frozen surface, powers 
up the hill in sideways flicks and out of sight, 
only the exciting noise of the Escort’s engine 
howling through the still forest being the 
reminder of that brief, but thoroughly satisty: 
ing, warming and exhilarating moment. 


It may sound rather over-dramatic, but no 
matrer how many words and photographs are 
printed or how many films are shown on 
television, absolutely nothing can capture the 
unique atmosphere of actually being cn a 
forestry stage on the RAC Rally. It's a world 
all of its own—to a certain extent, difficult 
to appreciate that it is happening in Britaio— 
and bears little or no comparison to any 
ether event oF form of motor sport 

My visit to the Welsh sections of this 
classic event—by courtesy of my former 
‘Aurosroxt/What. Car ? colleagues Ian Sadier, 
Peter Newton and Kevin Blick (who have the 
knowledge of finding all the right places to 
go}—commenced at Clocaenog where the 
popularity of this five day event immediately 
Became apparent. The narrow ewisty lanes 
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leading to this North Welsh conglomeration 
of picturesque foresis were choked wath spec 
taters’ cars, causing inumerable delays for 
the competing cars, but it was quite unavoid- 
able for, apart from followers’ cars being we 
parked cn every ccnceivable grass verge and 
ditch and bank for mile upon mile of both 
sidesof the road, every spare Torestry track ness and the freezing conditions, spectators’ 
one saw was packed wth cars. This was the cars were crammed all over che place and 
first of many examples that on the weekend when watching the top 30 cr so competitors 
cf November 16/17, Wales had come alive tackle a treacherous, long left-hander at what 
the sound of rally cai seemed to be near-suicidal speeds, one can 
The cars were quite late in acriving at the easily understand why the RAC Rally attracts 
Machynlleth time ‘cca! ‘aturday evens So much attention and Interest in conditions 
ing which gave us t where no promoter would dream of putting 
this sleepy Welsh r © on an outdoor event for the public. And 
vas i that is at just a tiny part cf, ehis gruelling 
across the road from The night air; the people; the noise and 
with locals as if echo of the Lancia Stratos, Escorts, Saabs, 
night, but apart fr Flats, Toyotas, Datsuns, etc blasting cn-and: 
we and the few ot val {| the throttle through the long-winding val- 
leys and forests; the speed; the glaring lights; 
hospitality, with discussions brewing in every and the superb spectacle of watching the 
part of «he pub as to where the rally was world’s best ally drivers treating blind 
> what time corners, on ice, at night, on all sorts of ter 
While fain, with as much confidence as if they had 
beer flewed merrily. a rotund, red-taced, practised them Immediately beforehand a 
elderly Welshman—who surprised even us in hundred times . . . I'm certainly not a rally. 
Gown.ng half a dozen pints within aj ing fanatic, but there's simply nothing like 
mately 20. minut the RAC Rally 
course (and prob; it paid great ‘Before, unfortunately, having to conclude 
delight in showing n Unusual knack of my visit to the rally, we took in the Three 
being able to flick @ coin on the back Counties Showground stage, where by arriv. 
cf his hand by moving about his bone struc ing early to catch up on some sleep, We 
tures, Quite fascinating, but while he entered gauged scme measure of the immense volume 
into his next pint. we decided to see how a Of work involved in the organisation of each 
small restaurant. in che same stceet was of the BO odd special stages. But although 
Coping with the sudden influx of people the reads of Malvern were again filled with 
Expecting a long queue, as there was at thousands cf spectators’ cars for at least 
the nearby fish and chip shop, we were 90 minutes before the first competing car 
rather suspicious to find a vacant table, Our arvived, these sort of Mickey Mouse stages 
Suspicions were unfounded although the bear little resemblance to what the RAC 
father attractive establishment was brimming Rally is all about; on the other hand it does 
wih people, we were greeted throughout the bring the event ‘closer to thousands more 
Piping hot and filling. meal with extreme people living in that area. 
Cour-esy and rapid service, and all this at an In conclusion I can only add my admira 
Sbsurdly cheap price, even including som n for the phenomenal driving abilities of 
To find a place where the stall the Makinens, Munaris, Blomavists, Clarks, 
be quite enjoying the noisy and ete, who form the vital inspiring ingredients 
Varied habits of rally followers was one thing, in making this a truly magnificent event 


but for them to cater for us at such a low 
price rather chan topping up the bill, was 
remarkable. 
The roads were decidedly icy by the time 
reached one of the highest parts of 
Eppynt for a tarmac stage in che very early 
hours of Sunday morning. Despite the bleak. 


y glances 
groups” thi 


followed were soon accepted into their 


Boing. who was leading and 
the cars would be passing through. 


The Mickey Mouse Malvern stage b mblance to what the rally was all about, 
but brought the event closer to thousands of people living in the area. 


a 


TRACK TEST 


Simon Watson lifts a wheel of the L and G Imp at Silverstone in a Triplex round. 


Impish Group One contender 


The class divisions of club production saloon 
car racing are fairly cut and dried for various 
manufacturers except the small car class. The 
Chevrolet Camaros dominate the most ex- 
pensive class, the Magnums the next cli 
down and the Avengers their division. But in 
the small class, the variety Ig provided by 
Winners from Moskvich, Honda, ‘Datsun and 
the Imp Sport of Simon Watson and Jo Bally. 
With an 875 ce engine, this latter is by some 
200 cc the smalles but with 
excellent ation and cons! 


y proved 
and for this year, they decided 
‘on an Imp Sport, Simon contesting the Triplex 
rounds and Jo the Britax championship, quite 
busy itinerary. The car selected was a one 
lady owner, 44,000 mile, 1969 version and 


Constanduros in the driver's seat comments, 
Simon Watson listens incredulously. 


cost £330. While Jo sold food for Nestlés 
round the country, Simon busied himself, 
and resigned himself to preparing the car in 
a garage in Notting Hill, kindly loaned for 
free by James Howe of Alrfleet International 
The engine went to Paul Emery in nearby 
Fulham for blueprinting and the gearbox to be 
rebuilt, while Simon worked full time on the 
Suspension and brakes, “If 1 hadn't worked 
full time on the car, It wouldn't be nearly so 
competitive as it Is now,” says Simon. “It 
takes two or three days a week just 0 pre- 
ae, 

‘Simon and Jo fixed up one of the best 
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rs of the year, L and G Fire 
i fire extinguishers in rac 
Ing, and are already involved with equipping 
circuits, Simon discovered them when trying 
to fix up some cheap fire extinguishers and 
thelr London E16 branch, one of 22 in this 
country, fixed up the sponsorship deal and the 

has’ been in thelr bright red colours ever 


from Chryslers, With a selected cam, 3 or 4 
more bhp can be gained, 20 the exercise is 
worthwhile. Greetham were also able to do 
2 certain amount of de 

engine, ultimately bringing the bhp up to 50 at 
the wheels, which is an overall 25 per cent 
Improvement. By this time, however, the L 
and G Imp was already winning races, and in 
fact, throughout th 

Mts class 10 times out of 30 starts 
finishes. 

Simon and Jo have received help from 
other areas too. On the tyre front, they have 
helpful allies in Askew Tyres of London W12 
who have allowed them to test six different 
makes of tyre for comparison. After eight 
successes on Avons, which has allowed Simon 
to win the Avon Tyre challenge, they finally 
tracked down some imported SP4s in Hull, 
for SP4s aren't made in 12 in diameter 
this country, and on these tyres, the Imp 
has raced eigh Chrysler too have pro- 
vided conside ance after the 
had shown its potential and Watson and 
both pay tribute to Des O'Dell's keennes 
laterest in their efforts, 

Of course, the season hasn't been without 
its trials and tribulations, Two races were 
missed in August after Simon had a fairly 
large shunt at Oulton Park, hitting the bank 
very solidly at 60 mph. Later, the gearbox 
needed a weekend rebuild but the crank 
promptly broke when the car took to the 
track, again necessitating a new block, g 
fully received from Chryslers. Then Simon had 
to be “caught” by a hefty marshal after he 
went up the Mallory hairpin bank, the marshal 
stopping the Imp from toppling over. There 
‘were numerous coming togethers with Mosk- 
viches, who, once set up on a line, find it 
dificult to ‘change thelr minds and rather 
have to charge into the unfortunate Imp. 
Despite assistance from Chrysler a 
ew panels, Simon finally stopped re 
them every time a blemish appeared. 

‘On the mechanical maintenance side, they've 
used one set of brakes, a set of driveshaft 


couplings, but the same wheel bearings have 
been used by the drivers, and the Indy before 
them, throughout, Costwise, however, Simon 
reckons that the season's racing has cost Jo, 
Land G and himself between three and four 
thousand pounds, from which 600. prize 
money can be deducted, Naturally, much of 
this is running costs on the road to and from 
Coventry and the heavy itinerary of two cham: 
Plonships. 

Simon very kindly brought the Imp down 
to Brands Hatch last Saturday, and fortun- 
ately, the day was dry for the Imp is little 
fun in the wet with massive oversteer, The 
Imp engine is red lined at 7000 and quite 
freely revs up to that point, giving 40 in Ar 
60 in second, 80 in third 
Round Brands, the engine 


10 second for Druids, Simon 

trouble dropping from third to 
second, and third Is perfectly tractabl 
way. Fourth Is briefly snatched at Brands 
along top straight before muscling down to 
Paddock. Naturally, with the road tyres, th 
tremendous tyre squeal which rises in pitch 


Softly, softl 
Bend where the car happily three whi 


to the limit, While 1 found 


of pitch 


ing effect, for when corner: 
ing a little slower and nog’ lifting that front 

the Imp tends to be a little twitchy. 
Even ‘in the wet, Simon lifts a wheel round 
Woodcote, at Silverstone, and on the Llandow 
bumps, Jo was lifting all but one occasionally ! 
When ‘Simon drove an Avenger recently, he 


sald it was like a Sunday drive in comparison, 
Dut it Is occasionally such cars which get in 
rs are taken 
braking, and 


it isn’t at all Uncommon to overtake competi- 
tors from the next class up as one corners 
Gerrards flat out 

With the rear engine configuration and the 
transaxle, such corners as Clearways, which 
can be a pig with non lsd front engined cars, 
felt absolutely fine in the Imp, while it three 
wheeled round Bottom and Kidney, However, 
it's this rear engined configuration that has to 
be watched, and cornering Paddock just a 
Nittle too Wide, proved tobe our downfa 
when the car stably spun to the outfield, It 
wasn't necessary, however, for the FF Merlyn 
some way behind to clobber us 
even if we weren't totally on the 
concluded our day. 

‘The Imp, was and still is up for sale, for 
‘Simon hopes to move up an echelon or two 
in production saloon ear racing next year with 
L and G fire protection, and the help that 
he has had from Dave Hodgson in running 
the car, The Imp was an excellent and suc: 

loon car racing 
Jo and Simon's results have shown and 
this small but varied class is one that we 
hope will be avidly supported. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 
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Even the Rotor Car 
can stand a little improvement. 


When we first introduced the rotary engine, 
the press was, to put it mildly, enthusiastic. 

The Observer's report was typical."The 
sheer sensual pleasure of the first rush up 
through the gears, the subdued growl,some- 
thing close to turbine smoothness and the 
instant response...these are things calculated 
to stick in the mind like the first run in a 
Lamborghini" 

Not much room for improvement there, you 
might think. 

Andin the normal run of things, you'd be right. 

But for the man who wants to get closer to 
the racing scene, a few extras are necessary. 

We're ready to oblige. 

In partnership with Mathwall Engineering, 
one of Britain's leading saloon race car prepara- 
tion companies, we've produced a sport kit. 

For a start, there's a front spoiler that will 
increase stability but won't reduce your top 
speed or fuel consumption. 

It works best in conjunction with our rear 
spoiler which increases thrust on the rear end to 
improve traction at high speeds. 

To improve roadholding, we provide Minilite 


6J wheels or 100+ wheels and front springs 
which stiffen the front end. 

You should also get to grips with one of our 
leather-covered steering wheels, 

Likewise, our Stage! or Stage Il brake 
conversions. 

Finally, we supply adjustable shock 
absorbers, sumpshields and gearbox shields 
and distinctive side stripes. 

All items in the kit are available for the RX3 
and, in most cases, for the 818 coupes and 
saloons. (Dealers are on the next page but one.) 

Of the RX3 with the rotary engine, America’s 
Road Test Magazine has already said: “On a 
16-mile gradient, the Mazda passed everything 
in sight, climbing comfortably in 4th gear at 
75mph to 80mph and there was still accelera- 
tion left when needed to pass” 

If they're prepared to say that about the 
Mazda, just think what they'll say about the 
Mathwall Mazda. 


Mathwall Mazda 
Sport Kit 


“At Boreham, the man who 
packs the service car is as important as 
the man who drives the rally car,” 


Be like the experts- 


Get real engine 


Boreham is a disused airfield deep in the Essex 
countryside. It’s the home of Ford’s dedicated 
Competitions Department—the men who 
prepare Ford’s Rally entries. The curious are 
discouraged from visiting the site by its 
absence from any map and by its cryptic sign- 
posting. Three white bars painted ona 
telegraph pole is all that marks the slip road 
that leads to the main gate 


Phe Service Car that follows the 
team. It’s packed with over 100 spares 
and tools to cover every eventuality— 
‘Bungy Octopus’ rubbers, suspension 
units, a complete gearbox—and, 

of course, Shell Super Multigrade. 


Peter Ashcroft is Ford’s Competitions Manager 

and the man in charge at Boreham. He signs top drivers 
for the top events. Timo Makinen, Roger Clark, 
Hannu Mikkola, Tom Walkinshaw and Markku Alen 
are recent members of the Finn-British alliance that has 
proved so successful for Fords. Of his preference for 
Shell Super Multigrade, he says “Competition stresses 
did result in troubles with oil —until we switched to 
Shell. Since then, no problem”. 


HOW THE 
EXPERTS DOIT 


mw N°3 1 
ss | 


Group 1 ShellSPORT Capri raced 
by Tom Walkinshaw—winner of 3-litre 
class in the British Touring Car 


Championship. The 


is Borel 


prepared from head to tail. 


Adjusting a limited slip differential. The 


mechanics at Boreham are, quite simply, 
the best in the business. They have to be. 


Shell Super Multigrade is different from 
other Multigrade oil 
Styrene Butadiene: 
‘muscle molecule’) makes it shear-stable 
right through its life in the engine. Other 
oils can slip ‘out of grade’ and begin losing 
protective power after as little as 500 miles. 


Any tool you could ever need is held 
at Boreham —and for special jobs, the 
engineers make their own. 


Its unique additive, 
olymer (the 


protection-change to Shell Super Multigrade. 


“Since we switched to Shell, no problems.” Peter Ashcroft, Competitions Manager. 


Where to get the 


Mathwall Mazda 


BEDFORDSHIRE 
Dunstable, Tony Reed Motor Co. Dunstable 607466 
Liiton Poriet Garage: Luton 52572 
BERKSHIRE 
Maxdenniead Grentel Park Garage Maisenniead 22660 
Newbury Costers Garage Newbury 162 
Raging, Mazro Reading 57201 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
Nt Aylesbury The Lodge Garage Aylesbury 77245 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
Fulbourn Ene Sayer (Camorisge Sports Cars). 
Camondige 88071 ee 
CHESHIRE 
Crewe. Harry W. Dodds. Crewe 4788 
uncom, Runcom Cat Mart Runcom 63089 
Stockport, Blackbrook Motors. 061 432 7782 
‘Werall Wirai Car’ Engineering 051 339 2468/3360 
CORNWALL 
Tuto Playing Place Garage Devoran 862347 
CUMBERLAND 
Penvtn, Ken Brough ar Sales Penwith 4095 
DERBYSHIRE 
Chestertei. Qucks Chesteriets 79886 
Derby. 6 W lames Derby 71390 
DEVON 
Exeter Ansons Garage Exeter 74529 
Exetor C5 G Pol Exotor 5537: 
Paignton, Pery’s Preston Paygnton 42146 
Plymouth, Peverel Garage 075267529 
‘COUNTY DURHAM 
Datington,R Eddon & Sons. 0325 2097 
Sundetiana,Isnerwoods Auto Services 
Sunderland 71988 
ESSEX 
Bravrree, Brage Motes Brontiee 141 
Chelmsford, Broomfield Motor Co, Cheimstora 60224 
Golchester Howard Young Cavs Cicnester 73969 
Goaodmayes, A: M Motors 01-500 6103 
Grays Thurtock, James. Grays Thurrock 73580 
Maldon, Gregory's Motors Maldon 53203 
Tipttee, Howard Young Cars Tiptree 815525 
Uprranster A J. M Upminster 28918 
Westcifte-on Sea, Loxgr's Way Auto Sales 
Sourhwnd 51471 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
CChettenham, Cleeve Motors. Bishops Cleeve 2240/2062 
Bristol Nash Cars Brstot6 70001 
Gloucester Jayne Brothers Minsterworth 353 
Tetbury Hopecroft Garages Tetbury 52115 
HAMPSHIRE 
Andover, Drove Motor Sales. Andover 4202 
Bordon Broxhwad Motors. Bordon 2484 
Bournemouth Pokesdown Garage Bournemoxth 44166 
Portsmouth, Mazda Motonng Centre Portsmouth 26234 
HEREFOROSHIRE 
Heretord, Cathedtal Cars Heretors 65751 
HERTFORDSHIRE 
Boreham Wood, Boreham Wood Motor Centre 
or'3536023 
Sawbndgeworth J. Dyn & Son.0279 722072 
St Albans, Auloport. St Albans 50871 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE 
Neeaingworth Neeaingworth Service Station 
Sthes 83160 
ISLEOF WIGHT 
Bembnage.G & Motors Bembridge 2131 
KENT 
Belvedere, Nuxiey Road Garage. Erith 36006 
Canterbury Ewell. Canterbury 64977 
‘Chatham. Bermers Hil Garage, Medway 46429 
Graytota, Bourne Road Garage Crayiot 21595 
Figbntcrough Hidentorsugh Moter Company 
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Higdentorougn 2424 

Staplehurst. Berners Hil Garage Staplenurst 891072 
LANCASHIRE 

‘Asnton-under-_yne, John Badger Lid 061-330 8688 

‘Blackpool Mac's Motors. Blackpool 67311/2 

‘Botton Ivy Road Garage Soton 41783 

Coline, Edgar Simpson & Sons Colne 4268 

Dalton in Furness GO. MeMeekin 8 K Newby 

DatoninFurness 2336 

incaster Walcitfe Motors. 0207 638) 

Liverpool Howard of Liverpool 051 525 3410/4280 

Liverpook West Coast Motor Co. 051 709 7693, 

Lowton, Lowton Aulopoint Legh 744.44 

Manchester Prestwich Garage 061 773 8800 

Rawtenstal Cordingley & Sons. 07062 4051 

‘Southport, Ashiey Garage. Soutnpor 3402 

St Helens. Linghoime Garage St Helens 23364 

tretiord,§.&.G Vickerstaft 061 B65 3610/3973 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

Leicester Envoy Car Sales Lencester 65289 

Leicester Roowsons Garage 0533832144 
LUNCOLNSHIRE 

Bassingnam, Bassingham Motor Sales Bassingham 284 

Gensby Poter Baxter Motors Grensby 57178 

{Louth Waumsiey Motors, Louth 2116 

Scunthorpe. Dolphin Motors Scunthorpe 68731 

Sheatord, Raion Deat South Rauceby 674 
GREATERLONDON 

Kentish Town, Continental Motor Centre 01-485 8401 

South Norwood, Woodside Green Garage 01-654 3973 

Wembley Wembley Car Centre 01-903 692 

Wembley. Wembley MPH Lid. 01 903 6921 /0970 


MOOLESEX 
Harrow Moor Park Motors. 01-427 7366 
Stanmore, Pleasure Mies 01-578 5703 
NORFOLK 
Norwich, Greenways Garage 060352584 
Norwich, HE Averm & Sons 0603 21471 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
Nortramgton Broadway Motors Northampton 31856, 
eterbor ugh Mamba of Peterbor 
Peterborough sa0ee = 
NORTHUMBERLAND 
Morpeth, George Hut. Lynemexsn 327 
Newcastie upon Tyne. Todas inn Garages.0632 652712 
NNorin Shela, Monks Car Sales North Srvelds 732232 
Stockstied on Tyne. Branch Era Garage 
Stockstiekdon tyne 2124/2177 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
‘Nottingham, Leen Valiey Motors Nottingham 271393 
Nottingham E Tayler & Sons Souatwet 3741 
Nottingham. Glenns of Leen Valley (Buhwell Ltd) 
Notuingham 271393 


OXFORDSHIRE 

Ne Abingdon Corner House Garage Oxtora 735121 
‘SHROPSHIRE 

‘Bncgnorth Famtree Garage. Middieton Scriven 275 

Ruyton X! Towns. Leamans Garage. Nr Shrewsbury 

Baschurch 278 


SOMERSET 

Bath. S, Cars Coombe Down 833960 

‘Nc Shepton Malet Piton Garage Pitan 231 and 380 

'N¢ Taunton, Squres Garage North Curry 361, 
‘STAFFORDSHIRE 

Burton on Tent. Tinty Motors. Burton on Trent 5814 

Stattora, F Shaw & Son. Stafford 55486 

‘Stoke on Trent. Cife Vale Autos. Stoke on Trent 261593 

Stoke on Tent, Norman & Bitch 0782 261053/261050 

Wednesbury Leabrook Motor Services. 021 556 1384 

Wolverhampton. Bnck Bndge Garage Wombourne 2237 


Sport Kit. 


SUFFOLK 
Ipswich, Graham Avery Motors. 047377433 
(Outon Broad. central Cars Lowestoft 4404/5 
SURREY 
Belmont, he Belmant Garage. 01-643 5451/2 
East Molesey. The Mazaa Centre. 01-979 8423. 
Woking Jack Reeder Woking 62590 
‘SUSSEX 
‘Bognox Everest Garage. Bognor 22293 
Goring by Sea, Monis Green Motors, Worthing 44678 
Hove, Russel & Wid, 0273 732642 
WARWICKSHIRE 
Birmingham, ideal Garage 021327 2639 
Bamingnam, Northiels Garage 021475 4561 
Bamungnam, Lincoln St Motor Group. 021744 5902 
Ne Rugby Lawford Garage Rugby 538) 


WILTSHIRE 
Nr Chyopenham. Autoline Garages. Corsham 712210 
Salsbury Ts Gustar 1350 
Swindon George Wivie Motors. Swindon 22786 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
Evesham, BengehliGGarage Evesham 6261 
Kidderminster Lewss Baggot! & Co. Kidderminster 26 
Worcester AMR (Motors) Worcester 422910 
YORKSHIRE 
Barnsiey Nall House Garage Barnsley 743170 
Bradtord, ightowle's Gatage Bradtord 631883 
Castietord, Eurocars (Leeds) Castietora 4100 
Doncaster Red Lion Garage Doncaster 82304 
Haifax Ross Brothers Haifax 2329) 
Harrogate. Gyton & Wood Harrogate 3718 
il PIR Motors. 0882 645283, 
Huddersfield, Euroway Car Centre, Hudderstioks 53 
Nctkkey Wharfedale Garages Addingham 830225, 
Leeds, Grove Lane Garage. Leeds 755141 
Nddlesbrough Campbell Brothers. Eston Grange 4377 
Scarborough, Boothbys Garage Scarborough 60322 
Shetfiid, Bexghton Motor Company Woodhouse 2373 
Shettiic: Wren Motors Lic. Shettield 22888 
Waketioc, R Angiassy & Son Wakeleld 76246/7 
‘York, Coates Motors Lirvted 0904 66893 
WALES 
Carat,Cross Bow Motors Carat 3973: 
Ne Carmarthan. HG. Bryer & Sons. Drysiwyn 237 
Fishguard, R Vaughan Fishguard 3815 
[Ne Pontypook Panteg Service Station, Pontypool 2618 
SCOTLAND 
Aberdeen, Stag Motors Aberdeen 53704 
Ay Matt & Fizpatick Ayr 62612 
Best, Minwood Motors. Belishi! 2995, 
Dundee, McAlpine Motors Dundee 88561 or 8838 
Ednourgh. Jonn Brown & Co.031 229.8304 
Edinburgh, Edina Garages 031661 1087 
Faudhouse, James Campbell Fauidhouse 401 
Glasgow Hampden Car 041 632 6455 
Hawck Miigan & Bes Hawick 2179.0 3534 
Kiimacoim, John Lara Kiimacolm 2277 
‘erkcaldy John Grubb. Kirkcaldy 4332 
Paisley. C. McKie 043 882 2729 
NORTHERN IRELAND 
Ballymena, Galgorm Road Motors. Ballymena 2346 
Bettast, Stanley Harvey & Co.0232 41057 
Battast, ils Engineering Works. 0232 656241 
Belfast Witson Brothers. 0232 71232/73555 
Castiederg, Jon McCarron Castiederg 245 
Fintona. B J. McSorey Fintona 481 
Lame, Ronnie McCartney Motors. Larne 2356 
Usbum, Fred € Crowe. Lisbun 77712 
Lurgan, EPH Sales Lurgan 5017 
Portadown, Windsor Motors. Portadown 34844 
(CHANNEL ISLANDS 
‘St Heber Trademart Jersey Central 2457701 32920 
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Correspondence 


Rally shambles 


te 


1 1 must write to express my disgust at 
the shambles surrounding the RAC Rally 
Special Stage at Cirencester Park. 

I et home twenty-five miles away, in 
plenty of 19 allow some forty minutes to 
park. Imagine my consternation when the 
Queue of traffic remained almost totally im- 
mobile for thirty minutes. Not wishing to past 
November in Cirencester I ducked out of this 
jam and parked on an unopened road—walking 
two miles to the stage and missing the first 
twenty cars through, the very leaders I had 
come to 5 

The real point is, however, that there 
appeared to be no semblance of police, or any 
‘other control to marshal traffic towards the 
nor any Indication of how far one had 
still to crawl to get there, It was known well 
In advance that upwards of 40,000 cars were 


a 
while spectators wandered across the st 
Shortly before the cars arrived. But this Is 
not the prime concern, The truth Is that a 
small town was overran by 8 flood of traffic 
It could not possibly absorb wichout policing 
or traffle control, and as a result the enjoyment 
fot thousands of rally 


ition the peaceful Sunday of the local 
wonder and thelr 
sh odium when their 


Presence can cause such mayhem, all because 
the powers that be seek to destroy them by 


I hope that all those who suffered in a 
ff way make thelr feelings known to 
wwthorities responsible, so. that futur 
ons of this kind of debacte may be 


Witwey, Oxon. WILLIAM A. T, CLARK, 


Fog maniacs 


I never thought I would criticise drivers of 
International events, such as the RAC Great 
Britain Rally, but from what I saw of the 
driving standards on public roads last Satur- 
day, T would be ashamed to be connected with 
them or the sport. 

1 was driving along 
Stretford, near Manchester. Following closely 
behind was a colleague in our managin 
director's Jensen Interceptor. We were at the 
time in thick fog, doing about 20 mph in the 
stow lane. While approaching the slip road 
for the M62 through to the M6 and Liverpool, 
Out of the fog at a fantastic speed came 
competitors and service crews in the RAC 
event. I imagine they were making for 
Ellesmere Port time controi. What followed 

‘almost unbelievable. One service car, a 
yellow Opel estate, swerved in behind me, at 
Seeing the signpost for M8, and then’ he 


‘the M63. towards 


calmly began to read an Ordnance Survey 
at the wheel. This in thick fog about two 
Seeing the slip 


at off my rear 
road the just simply swerved off 
and away. All this time various oth 
‘were screaming about swerving in and out 
of steady traffic, Christ knows what would 
have happened if one had collided while 
dodging about, 

Surely this sort of behaviour can do nothing 
but harm to Britain's premier rally event. 
What made me laugh was to read in the 
Daily Mirror that competitors were restricted 
to 30 mph on pubic roads, all right at was a 
motorway, but in thick fog! I hope you do 
not think I am another hysterical Sunday 
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motorist, in fact I cover something like 20,000 
miles a year and am one of the biggest motor 
sport fans there are, 


Bouton, Lancs. 


Banay TreaNey. 


Inadequate ? 


Rally, do the organ.sers fall 10 provide a 
quate facilities and marshals to deal with the 
enthusiastic spectators ? 

‘At both Clocaenog 1 and Radnor car parking 
facilities were minimal, and at Radnor (t wa 


Ot pot Veave the car park unull the 
mage cloved a8 the relly stage wus the exit 
road! 


At each end of chese stages marshals 
were few and far between, except at start 
and finish. This led to a number of close 
haves with competing cars as irresponsibl 
tators were allowed to walk along chi 
itself, 


say 
However, in complete contrat 


. the Sutton 
had not only been adequately 
supplied with car parking facilities and mar- 

but the ‘even a public address 
1 amusi ot totally correct, infor 
mation about they "passed 
by. 

Sutton Park charged SOp per car entering 
the and I'm sure there are few spectat- 
Fs who would object to pay a nominal charge, 
say 10-15p, to help provide sultable faciti 
and marshals. 

Roll on next year when I shall visit the 
unpublished stages and Sutton Park. 


BUNLEY, COVENTRY. A. W. R. Giuary. 


Right on 


With regard to your editorial of Avrosrort 
sted November 21, you have “hit the nail 
‘on the head.” 


wants to pay £2 plus to stand 
foot wire fence and try to 
It goes by? 

Circuit racing machinery (super sal 
etc) fascinate me but I am afraid, t0 4 
han attended 
18 months, ever 
barriers went up. 

Give me rallies and Moto-Cross any day for 
the closeness of the spectator/compexitor 
feoling. 

Yeovit, SOMERSET, 


B. J. CHatus. 


Power wanted 


We have all seen the recent success of speci 
saloon car racing and there Is more to come 
ext year. The reason for the popularity of 
this formula Is purely and simply the cars 
themselves, We all want t0 see very powerful 
cars. 

At the moment Modsports is in the same 
boat saloon car racing used to be in. fe too 
many regulations and not enough popularity 
‘The time has now come surely for Modsports 
to adopt the same Lines as special saloons. 
Especially now when a modified saloon car 
is always faster than a modified sports car. 
Ridiculous! If you don't lke the hem stay in 
Group 1 or Production Sports. It worked for 
one, it can work for the other 


Astron, Mipox. ROBERTO GIORDANELLI. 


aders' opinion: 


Why not saloons ? 


Having just watched the coverage of motor 
racing 


from Thruxton, I must congratulate 
IC for it 1s at last devoting a reasonable 
‘of viewing time 0 the sport. How: 
ever, Iam sure that the majority of viewers 
would have preferred to see the Super Saloon 
race rather than a second Pormula Ford 
race. 

While Murray Walker's commentary was 
quite good, 1 am sure that ic must have left 
quite a few viewers wondering whether the 
racing was from Si:verstone, Oulton Park or 
Thruxton. Maybe a member of the AvTosronT 
saff could offer his services 0 the BBC next 


year? 
Dusrnies, Scortano. 3. B. Munnar, 
Too quick 

1 was fortunate enough to be at Thruxton 
for the splendidly televised BBC-Wella meeting 


to watch Richard Morgan score his 33rd win 
of the season and totally dominate the top 
class Formula Ford field, It was, however, 
with some awe that I read chat he had 
broken the lap record by 2.8 s, leaving i at 
Im 22.6 s, The previous lap record was 
reputediy set by John Stevens at 1 m 25.4 

and whilst not wishing to decry his obviou 
ability, this was widely held by competitor 
and others to have been the result of 

Rimekeeping error. (Some muttered darkly 
‘about 1800 cc engines, but that is standard 
post-race practice in FF if you don't win.) 

‘More to the point was Richard's elapsed 
ume for the 10 lap race of 14 m 38.6 5, or 
an average lap time of 1 m 27.86, this 
reduces to an average of 1 m 27,07 s for the 
nine flying laps by allowing an estimated 
Tm 38 6 for the firs lap. 

Richard drove as smoothly as ever and 
was observed to be steadily drawing out by 
1S s a lap on the second place battle, 
Suggesting that his lap times were falrly 
consistent. Now 1 m 2 is & whole lot 
different from 1 m-27.07 5 and suggests very 
erratic lap times, 

Tk would be nice to hear from Richard’ 
pit or from the Chief Timekeeper, Mr Eyre 
fo see if they can throw any light on what 
appears to be an almost unbelievable record, 
Hf it is correct then he has surely put the 
Thruxton FF record out of reach for all tim 
—Torinos or no, and even more deserv 
the Grovewood Award that he will surely 


this year, 
SOUTHAMPTON, HANTS. P. J. Love. 
In fact, Mr Love, it was merely a typing error 


‘on the results. Morgan's fastest lap was 1m 
26.6 # and Stevens’ record still atands—Ed. 


Shy or virgin? 


it would appear that from last Sunday's m 
ing at Brands we could be seeing some rather 
Interesting new developments in Formula 
Ford. 

‘One noteworthy competitor, for going side- 
ways, that Is, has gained himself sponsorship 
froma firm which the commentators do not 
seem able to divulge to the general public. 

Tt would appear that next year this com: 
petitor will be using revolutionary new balloon 
tyres which reputedly have been electronically 
tested for puncturing. 

‘Not only that folks but we could see the 
car running later in the season with feathe 
light steering. 

‘To round off the shattering effect of this 
new vehicle, its rear wing will have on i: some 
such cryptic remark as “Buy me and stop 

‘Anyway well done Frank Bradley, 
about Team Condom for next yi 
Braxos Harcu Cincurt. 

MARSHALS Posts 3 AND 4, 


how 


> THE 


~ BRABHAM 
F5000 
IS FOR 
SALE 


Brett Lunger proved this car to be fully competitive at August Bank Holiday Brands Hatch meeting despite 
carburetted engine and pronounced the car a “race winner.” Now fully race prepared, including engine rebuild 
(latest Smith cam). Selection of spares, wheels, tyres and transporter if requied. Unique and beautiful mount 
for Tasman Series or 75 American/British rounds. Price on application. 


LOLA 1330. After thorough rebuild this car is now the most immaculate example in captivity. Finished in black 
as rolling chassis with running spares, wheels, tyres, etc £4350 


FUEL-INJECTED EISART JONES CHEVROLET. Rebuilt £2000 


LOLA 292/4 spares. Two new bag tanks, two halfshafts with couplings, 8 discs, 2 radiators, 4 10x15 wheels 
(front). 30 Firestone tyres, almost new, in competitive mixtures. 
MARQUISS TRANSPORTER, completely overhauled, including new V6 engine 600 miles ago £1175 


CROWNE RACING A La Tie la 
Dress for the occasion 


you can buy the jackets at Checkpoint shops or direct (no postal charges) by sending coupon 


Two-way Built-in zip-concealed 


Draw-string dear mutts heavy-duty zip ia hood with drawstring and} 
and storm Hap, Key 4 ‘Quilted earmutt 
h zip works Outside: larger pockets pocket .” . 
with stormproo! flaps in sleeve’ 
= > 
Rally stripe x 
(optional) 5 \ 2 quick-draw 
angled chest 


adjustable pockets 
back belts, 
single one 


Fits chests 

Lies 2outsize 2inside ; 
outside hand poacher pockets 

Key pocket : 

inaieove pockets 


Concealed Deep pile 
wnst-tight tur 
knitted cutts lining 


Stormcheater 
sleeves 


protective nylon fom tc CHECKPOINT —tnsise quitea sioeves Nylonhemyduty 


rally spectator 

To: Checkpoint Ltd, 43 Broughton Street, Manchester M8 SWP To: Checkpoint Ltd. 43 Broughton Street, Manchester M8 SWP 
CHEST 36°] 38" 42°] 44" To order only - 10% CHEST36" (381 40") 42" "| 44° Toorderonly - 10% 

Dark blue with hight bive stipe) Dark blue without stnpe Dark Blue”) Matt Black 

Black with green stipe |) Black with yellow stripe) Matt Black 

NAME ADDRESS____ 


Outside pencil pocket 


NAME ADDRESS. 


Fenclose cheque / P.O. No = Tenchose cheque / P.O. No. = 


Checkpoint Race & Rally Equipment Ltd. London 01-903 0111 Manchester 061-833 9721 Glossop 04574 2932 Hastings 0424 423415 
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Correspondence 


Inconclusive 


‘After the rather inconclusive result of the 
meeting at the Formula Ford festival, and 
Mr Tony Pollock's article in your magazine, 
T thought it was sime someone raised the 
other half of the argument arising over the 
banning of the Torino. I may be mistaken 
but I think Mr Pollock is the only person 
who has publicly voiced any great disapproval 
of the banning, so maybe the large majority 
‘Of Formula Ford divers aren't so concerned. 

One of the major arguments against the ban 
has been the antic.paced increase in jap cimes. 
In-a recent edition of your journal you stated 
that “In private vexing at Snetierton, the 
Firestone Cavalino S ste! radial had proved 
only half a second slower than vimes set on 
Torino's,” Now private testing is a bit df- 
ferent from a race with 30 cars behind you, 
80 maybe the increase in lap t.mes may not be 
$0 large. 

With the introduction of "70 series" radial 
tyres, the early radial problem of high sitp 
angles and sidewall flexing has been largely 
liminated, Ths coupled with more sophis. 
cated compounds and consvructicn, shou.d 
make the rad.al tyre much more competi.ive 
than the radial that was available before 
the introduc.ion of the Torino. In a recent 
edition you reported that Goodyear were 
manufacturing radial racing tyres for use in 
USAC events and that this would probably 
become the future trend. I may be the case 
that the Torino has viagnated development 
of tyres and chassis over vhe past couple 
of years. It also seems that the constructors 
have accepted the new situation and are 
carrying out tests accordingly. 

If, as has been proposed, racing tyres are 
allowed, we are going {0 be lec with one 
production saloon car championship, prod- 
Sports and Renault 5s, as the only formulae 
Stil using road tyres. Formula Ford is a 
category that the public can relate to, the 
cars looking as though they have been ‘bull 
from parts of a production car, and the pres- 
fence of road tyres only enhances this image 
The expense of having to alter suspension 
geometry, and the dangers brought about by 
Increased cornering speeds cannot be dis: 
counted. Added to this are the possib:bties 
of bringing in new sponsors to the sport in 
the shape of the major tyre companies. 

As @ suggestion only, may it not be poss ble 
to, say, ingigace a minimum tread depth of 
Smm, thus avoiding the need to use scrubbed 
@emon bald Ayres, a tyre with 10 mm tread 
eft would probably be as competitive as one 
with 3-mm left. The need Co ctange (o new 
tyres, when the tread got below a ceral 
depth, being offset by not needing any wet 
weather covers. 

Having driven at Llandow a few times thi 
year, I should think the ride would be a lot 
better on a nice set of radials! 

SUTTON CoLprieLb, WARWICKS. 
Paut SsrrH. 


Right trail 


Herewith a few words about the FF situation 
as I see it. As spokesman and secretary for 
Formula Ford Register, Denmark, it is my 
duty t0 keep our members informed about FF 
matters. It is not very easy and Iam glad to 
Say that Avrosrort has helped me many 
times. 

The tyre problem has been discussed sev- 
eral times here, and a month ago we had a 
meeting where we discussed for and aga:nst 
1, RAC tyre regulat.ons, 2, free tyres, 3, one 
make tyres, and most people were in favour 
of solution no 3. So it was very interesting 
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for me to read Tony Pollock's Purely Personal 
in the November 7 issue I would not say 
that 1 agree emirely with Mr Pollock, espec- 
fally not about racing tyres, but he is on the 
right ‘trail sugges:ing that we need a one 
tyre rule, But only if the chosen tyre, be 
it Goodyear, Firestone, Dunlop, Avon or any- 
thing else, wil be available for all conspevitors 
all over Europe at the same time and at rough 
ly the same price. I still remember chat we 
had to wait half a year before the Torino 
came to Denmark. Besides it is not enough 
fo reckon with 350 FF dsivers in England 
when there may be a further 350 in the rest 
of Europe. 


I think it is not that there is very much 
wrong with FF, .t's only being ruled very badly 
Internationally. Ford have shown ttat they are 
not very inerested in the class and RAC 
treats it as just an Engi. dub formula, 
and. that’s definitely wrong because its the 
most international cheap racing car class we 
have and should be ruled like ‘one. The best 
thing t0 do would be to re-estab.ish Formula 
Ford Inernational, and lec it take the dec 
sions about reguias.ons and others things. 
What about a decent European FF champion- 
ship for 1975 s0 we can ail forge the messy 
one in 1973? With rumours about the Germans 
Snd Austrians wanting to use American Good- 
year racing tyres and the Swedes running on 
a not yer known one make tyre, it looks uke 
being too late and it may soon be impossible 
to run an Euzo-PF championchtp at all, and 

in my opinion, really too bad. But 
Jet's hope that the Ford people will learn 
how 0 do it—some good advice, see how 
the VW people do it 


DENMARK. Kat MaDsEN. 


No grass 


Lam writing on behalf of “The Gang” at 
Paddock Bend, who have been spec:a.ing at 
this parcicular epee for several seasons. The 
Gang (we number about 10) have endured 
for these several seasons, the English climate 
(lor which we can’t blame John Webb), knee 
deep mud and sub-standard faciavies. 


You may remember that the specta:ors at 
last year's winter meetings (who numbered 
‘about ten) were sevecely hampered by the 
barbed wire fences constructed around the 
paddock and Druid bend areas. We were 
Prepared to put up with these hardships in 
The hope that the reseeding (this was the 
excuse offered for the restrictions) would 
mean that our knee deep mud would be 
Feplaced by. luscious g.ass. However come 
March no grass, only. yes you've guessed it, 
knee deep mud, 

I don’t suppose it's worth telling Mr Webb 
that the sparse grass at Paddock is Kving 
(or almost living) proof that” last year’s 
Feseeding scheme was a failure, or suggesting 
he look the word Tarmac up in the d.ctionary. 

‘Some of us team by our mistakes and I 
Jong ago learnt the fucility of beating my head 
against a brick wall, 


SUTTON, SURREY, MISS JANE PETTINGELL. 


Naughty George 


I was very sorry to read in Aurosrort how 
George Folimer -abused the Shadow team 
and its number one driver. It was reported 
that during the Mosport Can-Am race Follmer 
crashed in.o Jackie Oliver's car, and conie- 
Quently, Oliver was upset, complaining to 
Folimer. For Follmer to use his superior size 
to “win” bis argument was a d.sg.ace, and 
led to bad pub!eity cowards motor wport. To 
g0 on and say of Oliver “I'm sure he feels 
Very bad about the way he acted at Mosport,” 


was childish and uncalled for. How about 
hearing Jackie's views on the subject ? 


Havwanos HEATH, Sussex. Guy WRENCH. 


Rew’s regrets 


1 am sorry to have astonished Mr Brettell 
for the second time chis year and he seems 
to think that I am out to casi.gate Peter 
Morley and his Bentley Napier. Apart from 
the fact that Peter wouldn't let me near 
enough, I must assure him that this wasn't, 
and suil isn’t, my intention, and I feel sure 
that my report of the July Vintage Silverstone 
conveyed my true feelings accurately. 

Hf not, however, may I again sate that 1 
regret that hybrid motor cars Gaminate the 
Vimeage races for the VSCC major awards 
While I like and adm.re these hyb.ids, I feel 
that % is a pity that they eclipse the efforts 
of the few genu.nely original cars which strive 
might and main to keop up, Also I regret 
the loss from the scene of many of the cars 
which have graced the track from time to 
Ume; the Tozer and Clutton Amilcars, the 
ex-Segzave Sunbeam Tiger, John Rowley's 
brittle, but flerce V12 De.age, the faster of the 
Orig.mal Benteys, exc, Great cred is due to 


those who still race really original motor cars 
like Chtis Mann's 1924 Targa Florio Alfa 
Romeo and Nigel Asnold-Forv:er's 
Delage 


supe: 
1. I hold no spec-al brief for Bugattis 

the opinion that they are infinitely 
ble tw Specials, particularly when the 
latter were only recenily conceived. 

Long may Peter race the mighty Bentley 
Napier and I regret that K powered its way 
to the major awards like the Boulogne Trophy 
no more than I regret the lack of so many 
of the more exciting original vintage racers 
Which sound economics, no doubt, have forced 
the owners to retire to collections or museums. 
Anyone who remembers this class of racing 
in the 1950s will know what 1 mean. (Grief, 
T must be getting old !) 


Towcrsten, NORTHANTS. 


Roun Rew. 


Straw chewer ? 


With reference to your article on Mr Ted 
Savory’s wonderful success story (AUTOSPORT 
14.11.74), you should get your facts straight 
before you put pen to paper. 

The building you choose to call ‘a little 
shack" is in fact a nice brick building and 
@ thriving business on its own and I resent 
it being referred to as a shack. 

Also my business for one, is not owned 
by any of Mr Savory's companies. No doubt 
you see us smaller country-type businessmen 
as straw chewing individuals 
Warton, NORFOLK. Ennest EDwanos, 


Swiss ban 


Reference your paragraph in Pit and Paddock 
last week concerning the Swiss Grand Prix: 
surely 1954 was the last year the race was 
fun at the Brengarven circuit in Berne? The 
dismal Swiss banned all circuit racing after 
the Le Mans tragedy in 1955. 

Bunrono, OXFORDSHIRE. DAVID. PHILLIPS. 


Tragic loss 


May 1, on behalf of the Midland Automobile 
Club, ‘express my deopest sympathies to all 
those who were close to Phil Scragg. Phil 
was tragically killed at Silverstone on Satur: 
day, November 16. 

Phil will always be remembered for his 
enthusiasm and generosity and the “Hills” 
will ‘not be quite the same without him. 
Drorwich. Steve Penny. 

(Secretary of MAC). 
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Whizzo's first competition car, a Morris 1000, “I did everything in that car.” 


The all round entertainer 


BARRIE WILLIAMS talks to CHRIS WITTY 


There are racing drivers and racing drivers. Some progress to the atmospheric heights of 
jonal acclaim while others fade into obscurity. Then of course there Is the doyen of 
race track, the hardened all-rounder, the entertainer, the man who enjoys his motor sport 
and participates in every conceivable type of racing. 

‘One such man is Barrie Williams a motor racing personality in his own right, a man 
whose buoyant and effervescent attitude towards the sport has made him an essential part 
of the elite 

It’s quite astonishing to hear that Barrie has been taking part In motor sport for something 
approaching eighteen years, having originally started on = home made kart and propre 
from there onward. Known to thousands as “ Whizz0,” a alckname which has 
which reflect the character of this lik 

sense of humour 


‘A happy motor cyclist 
helmet 
To attempt a 


jown of everything Barrie has driven would surpass Tolstoy's efforts 
in War and Peace. He's virtually driven every type of saloon In every type of sport with 
success in international rallies as well as on the race track. Totally happy in what he's 
achieved, we managed to get Barrie to reflect on his career, picking out just a few 
instances which he remembers as happy momories. 

Barrie Williams, race driver, rally driver, sinker of much ale and molester of women—this 
Js your life 
“How did I stat in motor racing? W 


1, race bis Morris 1000 so I bought it off him. 
it all happened when I pricked the left for That was the first car I actualy raced at 
finger of my right hand on a cable while I was Rufforch in 1959. 1 remember trying to get 
working as a young engineering apprencice at pasta chap called John Mitchell in an 
David Brown's actually. I think the local Anglia which had been kitted up like Doc 
union, the TUC or whatever, felt terribly sorry Merfleld’s similar car. I actually got past 
for me because all of my hand and arm went him by missing out the Esses completely one 
septic, so they decided to pay out compensa. time and 1 beat him. But 1 came second. In 
ton for me. I think it was about €200. Any. the class to Harry Ratcliff who also had a 
Way, a friend of mine, Peter Kaye, was laid Morris 1000. Anyway {t was great jubilation 
up in hospital with a broken leg and unable to f all of us. I used to do everything in 


Driving the Alan McKechnio G2 1300 Mint in Sweden—sideways of course on a trotting track. 


that car, take it to work, race it, rally it, 
tow a trailer with it, hillclimbs, sprints, driv: 
ing tests and even production car trials. 
T even fent it to Tony Lanfranchi to do a rally 
in his younger days! He called it his first 
works drive. We were all in the Huddersfield 
Motor Club at the time and, for what was a 
very large amount of money in those days 
(El), we started the Huddersfield Racing Team 
wath a view to us all racing at meetings 
together. But it never worked out like that 
“Anyway, even though I was miles away 
from home and ina part of the country where 
I couldn't even understand what they were 
saying, 1 made many friends through th 
motor club, one of whom was Nick Weir. He's 
now racing Ford Mexicos. Another was Peter 
Sutcliffe, who used to race Ferraris and 
now lives in South Africa, We were mates 
at technical college and I used to help him 
with his Jaguar Daype and travel to race 
meetings and sprints as his mechanic in his 
TD MG. I remember one evening Peter 
borrowing his parents’ lovely Lagonda drop- 
hhead coupe to come to the motor club in, We 
used to go out to get fish and chips 
wards and 1 can recall a bun-fight get 
bit out of hand and the -aterlor of his 
mother’s car became littered with bits of fish 


and squashed chips, I think it still smells 
to this day 
Some of the greatest fun 1 ever had 


was karting and” looking back, I can 
remember several young up and coining lads 
I can recall a bun-fight 

getting a bit out of hand 

and the interior of his 

mother’s car became 

ered with bits of fish 

and squashed chips. | think 

it still smells to this day.” 


who were doing it at the same time as me. 
Lads “like Bev’ Bond who always had his 
paren:s with him. We always thought some- 
thing was wrong because he never had a gitl 
friend and when he did bring one along, we 
were all. so rude that he. never. brought 
another one, Bey used to bring along these 
demon karcs and Roger Keele and I used to 
have great fun beating him because Roger's 
father used to build karts as dd mine, In 
fact, my kart in those days was literally like 
a ladder wich an engine at the back, a seat 
and a steering wheel. If the chassis was bent 
ina shunt (we used to ride up over bales 
a times to scare the marshals), you'd get 
three b.icks and three big fellows, balance 
the kart on the bricks and Jump up and down 
fon the chassis. It would always end up 


straight and this is how we used to chassis 
tune our karts | 
“Ser.ously though, our karts were always 


very competitive and on occasions, 1 used to 
Fun long dis.ance events with my father, He'd 
done a lot of racing before the war on motor 
bikes before a crash in the Isle of Man 
injured his back. Anyhow, he’s an extremely 
capable engineer and he spent a time sorting 
out and developing the liitle Villiers engines. 
The factory couldn't understand why 
they went so quickly in these little four 
wheeled objects we were using. 

“I did try a bit of scramble and trials 
riding but as I used to spend more time 
off the saddle than on it, my parents weren't 
too keen and preferred ‘me to stick to four 
wheels. However, it was soon after that I 
attacked a pile Of railings in the centre of 
Ludlow one Christmas Day after they'd given 
me a Ford Eight. I think that went t0 the 
scrap heap and so did my Christmas dinner 

“ Anyway after my karting days, which ran 
alongs.de my activities in the Morris 1000, 1 
fused to get on extremely well with a chap 
called Alan McKechnie who lived nearby and 
uused to race a Sprite at that time, He, like m 
was terribly enthusiastic about racing as was 
his father and brother. Therefore | managed 
to plague him into letting me have a go in 
a Lotus Cortina which he'd been running 
for a chap called Trevor Fowler and some 
young bloke called Innes Ireland. Anyhow, 
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Trevor had a few problems (like going off) 
and Innes could never be found, so Alan 
asked me to race the car at Rufforth where 
it turned out that we were first reserve. I 
managed to put the car on the second row 
and as the race drew closer, we still weren't 
Ceriain of @ race because there was still one 
car too many, I've forgotten who they were 
but we made it because every time I walked 
past, the mechanics had great difficuky in 
finding the spanners! I finished up on the 
grid and had a race. 

Now this incredible vehicle had hand 
controls and I'm sure at least ten brake servos 
fon something like an cndicator stalk, The one 
time I tried to outbrake a 3.8 Jaguar, I nearly 
Went through the screen because the car just 
Stood on its nose and terrified all those 
around me, Anyhow, I then preceded to try 
and drive it like a normal car and got up 
to second before a water hose broke. We 
retired to the bar but I'll never forget the 
journey home 

“We met some lovely young ladies thumb- 
Jing a ft whereupon we took them to a pub 
and they then took us back to their home 
Which was a large plush place down a drive. 
They were trying to impress us and we were 
trying likewise but it ended with us leaving 
in one helluva hurry when their parents came 
home! 


“One thing ted to another and Alan's 
sister, Liz, who was racing a Mint, had an 
enormous accident at Mallory Park in it 


where she hurt herself a 
Tamily were naturally a little upset 
racing and so the car was rebuilt at great 
Cost by Broadspeed if I remember and put to 
one side. I kept on and on at Alan for a 
drive in it before they then started entering 
me in this little 1000 ce Cooper S. 1 think 
T'won a race overall in it at a Boxing Day 
Mallory meeting—on ice. Being a rally ace 
In those days, ice didn’t worry met 

“I had a Tot of success in that Httle car 
and from there I bought it off him and fitted 
& larger 1300 cc engine imo It and started 
doing races abroad. One of them took place 
fat Jarama in Spain. 

“At the time Thad an A40 Farina as a 
road car which looked fairly standard 
from the outside. Anyhow, we put the Mini 
fon the back of an old trailer, hitched it up 
and set off down to Madrid in convoy with 
Mike Davis, who was racing his Anglia down 
there, and Geoff Mabbs of Janspeed. Now 
being a racing drver of ill-repute, Mike 
had a set of Michelin X tyres and set of racing 
tyres but he ended up driving all the way 
down there on his racing tyres with the 
Michetins stuck {n the boot ! 

"We arrived and I remember it being 
terribly hot. Anyway, practice came which 


"1 didn't spin tt, really," Wilt 


saw me trying out some of the iatest John 
Rhodes adjustable camber and castor suspen- 
sion links. Anyway one of them broke while 
1 was tearing past the pits at something like 

00 rpm in top gear. Consequently the front 
suspension collapsed at the end of the main 
Straight and sheared a brake pipe. It was 
down to the handbrake which I pulled so hard 


—————E 
“ | put a blind eye to the 

pit signats and drove like 

I've never driven before in 

my life. | threw my goggles 
away, spun four times, 

once on the straight, and 
eventually appeared to see 
aman standing with what 
looked like a chequered 

flag 
a 


it ended up against the roof! I ended up 
‘going through three layers of fencing and it 
Sil tooked rather sad. But the local dealer 
was incredibly enthusiastic telling me 1 was 
fourth fastest overall and in among all the 
works Autodeka Alfas and Porsches and that 
T'must race. How? The front end ~was pretty 
basic and both the front tyres bad huge flat 
spots from where I tried to stop. 

"They took the car away and starved work 
on it on the Saturday afternoon, stripping off 
the entire front end, straightening out the 
panels and rewelding them back into place 
They worked late into the night and by the 
time the race started, the car was virtually 
brand new. Even «wo new tyres were no 
problem and, being in Spain, 1 thought this 
Would be the biggest hang-up. Not so. One 
Yocal, who also raced a Mini he'd bought 
in. Tenerife, said that ‘tyres were 0 
problem and. that I was to follow him. He 
ius have been colour blind because we drove 
across all the lights that were red and stopped 
at ali the ones that were green! We arrived 
At this flat which turned out to be something 
akin to @ smugglers cave. I just will never 
ever forget it. Here were two new tyres and 
T'was just told to take them and quietly forget 


When we got to the race the next day, 
the organisers decided as we were sitting on 
the grid that being a (Spanish) G2 race, 

il the cars must have carpets! Thereater 
there was a great to-do as everyone rushed 
around to find carpets. Then they decided 
fo tell us we must have spare wheels. Mean. 
while the flag was being half raised and 


to get past Denis Thorne at Brands (right) on last year’s Tour of Britain. 
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lowered as wo officials argued over when the 
race should start. Engines were revving as 
Porsche mechanics ‘tried to get Ford Anglia 
spare wheels into their bonnets and everything 
was absolute chaos. Poor Mike Davis couldn't 
Bet either a carpet or wheel because there 
Just ‘werent any in Spain and as the flag 
fell, Mike was having a fight with a pistol 
waving policeman who was trying to prevent 
fem from starting. Anyway, he managed ¢o 
trap the policeman’s hand in'the door and the 
gun dropped to the ground, Meanwtile the 
Face had started and they pushed him off 
the grid. After about three laps, the organisers 
and police obviously lost interest in him and 
When they weren't looking, he rushed over, 
jumped in his car and joined the race 
slowly at first. He'd seen that I was up 
among the Autodelta Alfas and the Porsches 
‘and going well, but unable 10 get past chem. 
So as the leaders came up to tap him, he 
proved a very difficult person to pass by 
Weaving all over the place and I took 
the lot of them to actually lead for one 
glorious lap amidst great uproar from the pits ! 
They eventually got past him and took me 
‘though 1 did finish third overall in the end 
‘and win my class, Meanwhile Mike, by going 
down on his hands and knees and crying, 
actually persuaded the organisers to give him 
his starting money even though he'd been 
Diack flagged and removed from the track. 
“Alan got all excited then and decided 
that we must go Formula 3, Cooper's then 
Wanting someone to run thelr experimental 
Taa_F3 car in 1966. We did a testing session 
at Sliversione prior to my first ever single: 
Seater race and I remember being mesmerised 
by watching the suspension going up and down 
‘and nearly went off at Woodcote, Anyway 
we came back a few days later for a big F3 


Face and it, was absolutely pouring down. I 
put ft on pole but as we lect the line, it 
Stripped bottom gear and I was hit up the 


back by Terry Ogilvie-Hardy. The rest of the 
field had disappeared in a cloud of spray. I 
grabbed second gear and it shuddered away 
from the grid and even though everyone had 
Jong gone, 1 put a blind eye to the pit 
singles and drove like I've never driven before 
in my fe, 1 was absolutely soaked. I threw 
my goggles away, spun four times, once on 
the straight, and ‘eventually appeared to see 
a man standing with what looked like a 
Ghequered flag. I'd won my first ever single 
Seater race! That really whetied our appetite 
and we rushed off to Scandanavia to do some 
more races, although never quite with so much 
Impact as the first. Put in this way, for one 
reason or another, I got involved with Sweden 
and ended up going back there several times. 
In fact, the following year I took Alan's Mini 
back there and had some terrific fun. 


1 in Alan McKechnie's F3 Cooper T83 at Silverstone in 1966 (left). Aggression in G1, Williams takes to the grass 
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Yumping the DTV Vauxhall Magnum on the 


In between all this racing, I'd also been 
doing rallying quite actively. In fact, I started 
outwith my old Austin A40 Devon with 
none other than David Hepworth as my co. 
driver. I think that at the sme time Tony 
Lanfranchi was rallying a Hillman Minx which 
broke is back on a hump backed bridge 
when it landed on top of the district nurse! 
Those early days ally quite funny. 
However, I progressed on to a Mini Cooper 
fand the first serious event I undertook was the 
Dusk til Dawn,” John Sprinzel, David 
Seigle-Morris, Pat Moss and various other 
ames were ‘on this event in their Healey 
30008 complete with studded and knobbly 
tyres. It snowed ke hell all night and so 
far as I can recall we were on ordinary road 
tyres as was Roger Clark. We made a navi- 
gational error and finished ninth and Roger 
Came seventh. That was the start of serious 
rallying and we moved on to a Cooper S and, 
‘as my navigator Don Griffiths had a 
car, we'd alternate between the two cars. 
My’ father would also rally his own Cooper 
at the same time 

“As we'd been 
ratlies, I was 
nd this just 


quite successful in club 
told to enter an international 
happened to be the Welsh in 
1964, At that time, crash helmets were just 
coming in, I mean, it's like goung 10 bed with 
someone on the pill to wear a crash helmet 


Well, it was in those days. 
“Well of we went, tearing off into the 
forests and rushing around in the fog. Here 


The famous 7-litre Galaxie engined Jaguar Egal. 
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‘Scottish Rally 


last year (left). ” My rally career 


were on @ big international with works 
‘and people we'd only read about. I 
emember rushing past a whole string 

‘cars on a fogshrouded Eppynt. thinking 
it. When we finished, I was dragged 

be told that T'd won 

Ht In fact, i 

be the first 

the (1071 ce) 


off to the prizegiving t 
the thing. We'd actually 
subsequently tumed out 
ever international win for 
Cooper 'S. 

We then got all serious and 1 moved 
across to do the Circuit of Ireland. However 
we broke a hub carrier when lying seventh 
and retired in the middle of nowhere. You 
Won't believe this but it took us a fortnight 
to get home! You see, although BMC were 
very good and flew over the necessary 
parts, ‘I'd got’ involved with Adrian Boyd, 
Sohn’ Davenport and his friends and that was 
my first real taste of Guinness. From there, 
your rally editor and I struck up a partnership 
and took in several more events across the 
seas, winning our class and fimishing 12th on 


the Geneva Rally. "Why didn't you win? 
said Stuart Turner who'd asked us to phone 
him after the event. He was then at BMC 
and climbing up the ladder to his current 
position as God. 

We did the RAC that year in a three 
car BMC-rupported team of Coopers; Paul 
Easter and Tony Fall driving the other two. 
Despite rolling it on three separate occa 
sions, we were going really well but after 


stopping on a stage to lend a mate my spare 


The quickest thing I've ever driven in my life." 


began with an Austin Devon " (right). 


fuel pump, I lost an awful lot of time right 


ac the end when mine packed up as well! 
Tony beat me and moved onward to better 
things In BMC after that 


Also during my rallying days, 1 mustn't 

Titre Galaxie-engined 
raced for a gentleman 
called Rob Beck. This came about after he'd 
een me. finish fourth overall in. Liz 
McKechnie’s I-litre Mini behind Jackie 
Oliver's DR Mustang at a soaking Silversione 


meeting 

‘Well, they entered me in a sprint, Now 
Malcolm’ Gartian had a GT40 at the tdme 
and there was @ bowl of strawbenries for 


whoever was quickest. On the practice run, 


Mr Beck told me ‘1500 revs, let the clutch 
out, change at 5500, point ft at the posts, and 
just go!” Now that's 475 bhp in an E- 
he's ‘talking about, They started cars in 
pairs and there I was, holding it at 1500 
reve with it throbbing away between my 
legs. The green light came on and the chap 
on my fight had to brake because I used 
the whole width of the road to sort this 
ing out! How I got it bewween these two 
posts at the end of the standing kilometre 


tleven seconds ater I'l never know. When 
1 got back, Mr Beck said "oh gorry, 1 think 
1 meant 00 revs!’ Anyhow, I won the bowl 
of strawberries and subsequently a lot of 
other things afcerwards. It was, without a 
doubt, the quickest thing I've ‘ever driven 
in my life. It would pull the equivalem of 
165 mph down the club straight at Silverstone 
but you needed to put both feet on the 
brake pedal at 300 yards to stop it. The 
car suffered from flexible bodywork. If you 
raked too hard for a corner, the doors 
would open, It really was that kind of car. 
“Dm afeald you're going to have to stop 
me rambling on here otherwise I'll go on 
forever. I mean the cars I've driven during 
all these years. John Davenport and 
ia a works Morgan. That's just what we'll 
call a hilarious evening. Looking back I think 


T might have dreamt of standing on the 
rostrum at the British Grand Prix spraying 
champagne, ‘at Stuart Turner but joking 


aside, I can’t recall any illusions of grandeur. 
I enjoy my motor racing and always have 
done. I just get a tremendous kick out of it. 
T've never really 
Prix driver and T'll 
Jody Scheckter, whom 


remember 
raced against 
Mexicos a couple of years back, said to me 


always 

T in 
on this year’s Tour of Britain: ‘Being a 
Formula 1 driver is like eating your breakfast 
in the boardroom and making sure you pick 
up the right knife and fork'.” 
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Tune in 


Mathwall’s Mazda at home in Kent. 


Note spoilers, Minilite whe 


. and side stripe. 


Mathwall & Mazda: a fruitful 
union for sport parts 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS 


A successful marriage always brings forth an 
excellent product and kt wasn't surprising to 
learn that the ambitious Mazda concern, in 
association with Mathwall in the Group One 
scene, decided to do same sore of kit for the 
road-going range of Mazda cars. Anyone who 
has driven a Mazda will be well aware that 
the engine is a fine mill, with lots of umph, 
and so it was generally decided that there 
was little point in doing anything more to 
that. Therefore, the Mathwall Mazda is an 
individualistic car, denoting a certain amount 
of customising for the enthusiast who wants 
little extra to his means of conveyance. 

‘The Mathwall Mazda sport kit range isn’t 
for any particular car in. the range, but 
embraces most of the cars. At the same time, 
there isn just one individual kit that can 
be simply fitted to the car, but a complete 
range of bits and pieces from which one can 
choose at random, 

‘The most important of the Mathwall Mazda 
range of sports parts are the two brake 
conversions. The stage one conversion, titled 
the performance brake conversion, includes 
a revised servo at £2644 and a simple 
adaptor for £6, which, reduces brake pedal 
Pressure. But it is the competition brake 
conversion which really makes the difference. 
This includes two front caliper units from 
Girling and larger discs for which there is 


40 


quite a hefty bill of £105. This price takes 
in the building of the struts but not the 
‘actual removal of, or fisting «0, the vehicle, 
60 you either do'the work yourself or get 
your local friendly Mazda dealer to do it for 
you. Ferodo's DSI1 pads, costing around 
£6.50 for a pair, and ‘VGSS linings for the 
rear cost nearly £8 exchange. An. appraisal 
of what this does to the car will appear 
later. Read on. 

Of the next greatest importance are the 
front springs and shock absorber kits. The 
front springs are simply one unit which is 
built into the existing MacPherson struts and 
costs £8.25 each. They may be coupled with 
‘a complete range of Konis for all the cars, 
‘and Mathwall have done the research as to 
which Koni goes with which car, and after 
all, that is what takes the time. 

For the man who feels that his heavy left 
foot plus “Mathwall's brake conversion is 
going ‘to damage his sump and/or gearbox, 
there's a shield for both with brackets, £17 
for the sump version and £12 for the gearbox 
one. Of course, these are of considerable 
value to the man who's going to do any 
competition in a Mazda, and naturally of 
interest to Tour of Britain competitors, 
especially those who don’t drive or the roadi 

‘These days, it seems almost mandatory for 
any sports part range to include a spoiler 


and while some people believe that they're 
just there for show, anyone who has driven 
@ car 50 equipped will realise that there's 
much more to it than just that. Mathwall 
actually produce spoilers for one or two 
other manufacturers, and they naturally make 
the aluminium spoilers for Mazda, There are 
two different models, covering the various cars, 
and there are also two rear spoilers, one for 
the coupé and one for the saloon, and these 
are bolted on to the top of the boot in each 
case. All the spoilers are unpainted, the rear 
‘ones costing £12.50 and the front casting 
£16. 

Another aid to handling is the provision of 
both Minilite and 100 Plus wheels, in 6J and 
54J sizes respectively, and once again, 


The super-decorative Moto-Lita steering wheel, 


they've recommended the size of tyre to be 
fitted to these wheels. With the J wheels, 
185 x 13.70 series tyres must be fitted and 
modifications to the front wheel arches and 
floor pan plus re-calibration of the spesdo- 
meter is necessitated, Completing the range 
that Mathwall Mazda offer is & range of 
Moto-Lita steering wheels from 9in up to 
15in, flat or dished, and finally, that ever 
present aide stripe “to personalise your car.” 


Well, how much does it all work, and 

s' the final outcome and appearance? 
Mazda very kindly lent me thelr demon. 
strator for a few days and, initially, 1 wasn't 
to know what had been’ done as it was 
delivered by a representative of a firm who 
actually had nothing to do with Mazdas. 
‘Therefore, when I stopped on a sixpence for 
the first time, 1 was instantly full of admi- 
ration. In fact, it was the only time that 1 
have ever insisted on passengers wearing, 
Seat belts, for the brakes were really superb, 
and just as important, gripped. even, 


Even before that, however, there was 
another detail to be noticed. ‘The steering 
wheel was the most amazing model I'd ever 
seen. It looked as though it had been carved 
by one of the Wild West’s craftsmen with a 
metal patternwork that one expects to see 
only in Westerns on Mexican bandits’ -spurs! 
‘Once you'd taken your eyes off the pattern 
work, it turned out to be a very comfortable 
wheel with the four-spoke configuration that 
has the effect of you actually wanting to 
keep both hands on the wheel, which 1 
personally find so good. 

Having appreciated the braking and the 
original power of the engine, one then comes 
to the way that power goes. and stays. on 
the road. The handling, with its modifications, 
naturally felt very solid, However, one very 
often finds that damping is underdone, or the 
springing overdone, but this combination felt 
just right. All the bouncing had gone, 
Jor it Sids't make sacentsins out. off molehile 
‘as it were. Judging the ride and the combi. 
nation of the damping and springing is of 
prime importance, and any road tester will 
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Tune in 


Worm's eve view of the aggressive Mathwall Mazda 


tell you how a modifier of cars hasn't got it hour, which is of little concern. Possibly due a little front heavy. The wheels have their 
right, In this case, 1 wouldn't feet that to the enlarged cyres, was an improvement own usefulness and a certain decorative 
this would be justified. The ride felt in the zero. to 60 figure. Instead of the flavour, and the Mathwall Mazda stripe just 
superb, and sithough there was quite a lot of standard 10.2 s time, 98 s became the told all the observers why you'd done it 
observed understeer, to the driver, it felt figure, although a best of 9.5 s was recorded. ‘The result of the marriage then, is excel 
perfectly stable when cornering. In @ straight There was a alight improvement in the miles lent. It all works well with the standard 
Tine, with the spoilers fitted, the Mathwall per gallon figure, too, about 0.5 mpg. which engine, and the standard engine, while being 
Mazda was equally stable, none of the becomes of more and more interest as the  acknowledgeably thirsty. is a very good mill 
wanderer's characteristic causing the driver petrol prices rise, although why this should indeed. Perhaps now, the idea might be for 
any worry. be, remains as somewhat of a mystery Mathwall to offer some performance kit. 

‘One shouldn't find too much difference ‘The various modifications which were for Having made the car handle and brake much 
with the basic performance, and I suppose the appearance’s sake, made the car look better, perhaps they might offer a go-faster 
that it is of very mediocre interest to note very businesslike. The spoiler, as with so kit and really use what they currently offer. 
that lin comparison to the unmodified car, many, made the car look aggressive, even if But as it is, it makes a good car better. 


the top speed differed by about one mile per 


a root ceictear Bales oe Because of the worsening fuel situation, the importance of the smaller DAF models, with the 

‘ company's own flat-twin engines, ts increasing. Accordingly, the De Dion axle of the 4- 
cylinder Renault-engined models is to be made available on an up-rated version of the 850 cc 
Heylinder tvpe 44. In this case, the mechanical details have been somewhat simplified and the 
Variomatic transmission uses only one belt instead of two, but the very effective sem(-elliptic 
single-leaf springs still locate the tubular axle beam with the assistance of a single trailing 
arm. It will not be available in England for a few months. 1V.B. 
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Cockpit Cameo 


Bob Jarvis — Modsports king 


‘The British haye habitually liked to see the 
underdog do well. In motor racing, there's 
nothing like the driver of the smailest car 
dicing ‘with the big hairy machines, and this 
year, that’s wha British racegoers have seen 
in Modsports racing. I am, of course, talking 
about the Blue Circle Modified sports car 
champion, Bob Jarvis with the  Davrian 
powered by a 1.1 litre Imp engine. Very often, 
it has been the smallest car on the grid, and 
equally often, it has been battling out the lead 
with the Porsches, Elans and Jaguars. But 
finally, Jarvis and Davrian have emerged 

the Modsports champions. It's a fantastic 
achievement for them both. 

It's not, in fact, the first championship that 
Bob has won, He was of course Formula 4 
champion, but equally he has achievements on 
two wheels. In the early sixties, Bob had just 
started car dealing in London, with current 
team mate Pat Longhurst, and took up Scooter 
scrambling. This was international and in 
1964 and 1965, he was British Scooter 
Scrambles champion, which led to him 
chairing in motor cycle scrambling for half a 

This gave way to work however, setting up 
the business with Pat, with whom he is still 
4 partner in Dulwich, selling cars, and for a 
couple of years there was no competition, 
mn two wheels or on four. "Then in 1967, Pat 
and I went to Brands and saw the Vixens. 
These were Formula 4 cars, powered then by 
Triumph 650 Bonneville engines ; the formula 
was a disaster, we got blurred vision on the 
straights, there was so much vibration from 
the solid mounted engines. As the laps used 
to go by, the mirrors used to fall off, chains 
came off and one by one, all the cars would 
retire, The track used to be covered with bits 
of cars by the end. Anyway, we he 
Vixens and thought wed buy them. We 
ordered two and they didn’t work and the 
Formula was dying. Then the Imp engine was 
Introduced for 1968 and. we met Adrian 
(Adrian Evans of Davrian). He did the first 
engine, but it didn't go very well and I used 
to get lapped all the time. I thought | was 
luseless. I stuck that for a season. Everyone 
else had Carter engines (lan Carter prepares 
the engines for the Davrians now) and so t 
got one started staying with everyone. 1 
thought ‘I can overtake that lot’ and sure 
enough, I did and went ahead and won. And 
T'won the next four races 

‘Then they. introduced the Mk 2 Vixen 
with 13 inch wheels instead of 10 inch, a 


real car. Pat bought one and then Keith 
Norman got his works car and started winning 
the races, #0 I borrowed Pat's car and went 
ahead and won the champicaship. That caused 
Alex Bottoms, the man behind Vixens, to sack 
Norman as he wasn't quick encugh and got 
Bernard Unett instead for the season. Unett 
drove for a while, but if I won, Bottcms got 
annoyed and once, after I'd had a quick 
Session on a Wednesday at Brands Hatch, 
Bernard turned up for the race on the Sunday 
and Bottoms. didn’t.” 

It was during 1969 that Adrian Evans built 
the Davrian for sports/GT racing as it didn’t 
qualify for Modsports, but was essentially the 
Same car as now. After a quick drive at 


Lydden, the team took off for Mugello. "We 
drove it from Florence up to the circuit on the 
road to run it in as It was so now. I hadn't 


slept for days as the transporter driver kept 
on falling asleep and I was so knackered that 
during practice I dinged the wall. So there we 
were in Florrence, skint. We were hoping to 
get £150 start money which was going to Ret 
Us home. Instead we had to sell the tyres to 
‘some Italians who worshipped racing drivers 

For 1970, the team raced the Davrian in 
sports/GT, but had Martin Raymond's Daren 
to contend with in the class but they had a 
couple of class wins when Raymond dropped 
out. " We were doing 1m 35s to Raymond's 
T'm 29 s round Thruxton, but we hadn't done 
too much to the car and couldn't compute 
with the mid-engined cars. 1 was still doing 
Formula 4, but by halfway through the season, 
I'd shunted it so many times when I wasn't 
winning, that we replated it and called the 
car the EMV (Extensively Modified Vixen), 
‘We were winning so many races that it got 
boring. A few of the lap records still stand 
today." Once again, Bob was Formula 4 
champion and in’ fact, was the second most 
successful racing driver of the year to Jackie 
Stewart! 

For 1971, Bob had an arrangement with 
Pallisers, working in the same yard where 
tte Davrians were and are built, to do Super 
Vee. I just had to supply the engines and run 

explains Bob, “but it wasn't very good. 
It was a bit heavy and didn't handle. We 
struggled on with that and eventually finished 
fifth in the championship with a Stuart Rolt 
engine. 

* At the end of 1971, Bert Ray built a chas- 
sis for SuperVee, and because Adrian did the 
bodywork, we called it the Davrian. We were 
running with the likes of Brian Henton and 


Bob Jarvis breasts the Mountain at Cadwell. An ever-attendant Elan follows. 


Bob Jarvis—Modsports champion. 


Tom Pryce but it worked well although the 
engine was last year's and we needed a 
Heidigger. We came second in the European 
round at Oulton Park to Kronegard and third 
in the UK chamgionship behind John Roberts 
and Brian Henton, but we were really lacking 
in horses.” 

After feeling that he hadn't done too well 
that season, and hadn't really been fit, Bob 


Qocided to retire, but an offer from Adrian, 
Evans, who by now had the Davrian in Mod- 
sports, changed that idea. “1 decided that I'd 
get into condition for the Davrian, I became 


f right keep fit nutter. Now I go running three 
times a week In the winter for seven miles, 
and by playing squash, I've made Adrian the 
Attest enteant in the business.” It all paid off 
and the Davrian and Bob finished first In the 
class at the end of the year with 10 class wins 
and three overall wins 

‘This seascn, of course, Bob has become the 
modsports champion, winning the class on 
eleven cecasions out of fourteen, when brake. 
downs had intervened. He's ‘lowered the 
Thruxton lap record for the class three times 
at Thruxton, twice at Croft, Llandow and 
Mallory Park and once at Brands. The only 
circuit that they haven't the lap record is at 
‘Oulton Park because of rain and Pat Longhurst 
has it at Ingliston, "I'm quicker now than 
T've ever been,” reckons Bob, "the Davrian 
Isa car that builds confidence. I've only spun 
onde which is a good record as we're always 
chasing larger cars. We have to leave the 
braking later and later to catch up in the 
corners. Not everyone can drive a rear engined 
car, and you've either got to be flat on the 
accelerator or flat on the brakes. If you're 
feathering, it gets up and away from you. 
Church at Thruxton’ where Jarvis is using 
about 7,500 rpm in top and coming up the 
hill to Club, Bob reckons that the 1.1 Davrian 
is doing around 140 mph, which is moving. 
for the small fibreglass car. 

Jarvis likes sports cars, but would still like 
to do single seaters again. He'll drive anything, 
in fact, and his plans for next year are to. 
leave Pat Longhurst in the small car class and 
‘Adrian Evans will provide him with one of 
the latest’ Davrians with the Imp engine 
turbocharged by Bob Henderson of Fish. in 
Scotland. This will put him in the same class 
and on even terms with the Elans, if he needs 
to be put on even terms. Perhaps those com: 
petitors in that class would like to reconsider 
Bob's words as a parting line: “I'm quicker 
now than I've ever been. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 
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Citroén 2CV crosses Channel. 


It's more than a car. 
It's a whole life style. 
It's only £899. 


It's the famous Citroen 2CV. Now onsale in 
Britain, and one of the brightest stars at the 1974 
Motor Show. 

The 2CV is the ultimate economy ¢ar—but it 
also does much more for you than many more 
pretentious vehicles. 

Atonly £898.56, it's certainly the world’s 
most competitive 4-door car with a sunroc 
Fold the roof down, take out the rear seats, and 
you have an estate car for tall, long or bulky loads. 

Petrol consumption overall is 46 mpg or 
better. The air-cooled engine is simple to service 

Performance is lively, and front wheel drive 

and Michelin radials hold the road even on 


» CITROENA2CV 
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treacherous surfaces. The ride is comfortable, 
as you'd expect from any Citroen. 

if you want a loyal, undemanding car that's 
also fun to own, you can't go wrong witha 2CV. 
More than 2,650,000 have been built, andnow 
there's a U.K, model with right hand drive, gay 
colours, and that tempting price tag 

See your Citroen dealer for a 2CV test drive, 
or post the coupon for our entertaining new 
2CV brochure 


Prease send colour brochure on Citroen 2CV, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Re 


Road test 


by John Bolster 


So much more value than just two horses 


The “Deux Chevaux"” (tw: 
Citroen has been a part of 
landscape for as long as most people can 
remember, Its development started before the 


war and the production car was first shown 
to the public at the 1948 Paris motor show, 
Most of the journalists were slightly shocked 
and tended to treat it as a bit of a joke, but 


It proved to be exactly what people wanted 
and Citroen were embarrassed 0 find that 
they had sold the production for many years 
ahead; indeed, there was ctill a six-year 


waiting list in 1950, 

in those days, the Deux Chevaux was pretty 
basic but It was absolutely reliable, extremely 
‘economical, and had a miraculous suspension 
system that flattered the most neglected roads 
Of the period. The test for the 2CV was to 
place a basket of eggs on one of the seats 
and drive briskly across the furrows of a 
ploughed field. ‘When the engineers had 
evolved a highly unconventional suspension 
Which could pass the test, 10 times out of 
10, without breaking a single egg. the direc 
tors accepted the design! 

‘The car which I have just been testing looks 
very like the original 1948 model, but a vast 
number of changes have been made below 
the surface, The 2CV always rode marvel 
lously and handled well but it cavorted about 
at all sorts of unlikely angles. It has been 
considerably subdued in this respect but it 
is probably the performance which has been 
most improved. When one realises that the 
gross power output has gone up from 9 bhp 
to 33 bhp, while peak revs have risen from 
3,800 rpm to 7,000 rpm, that is scarcely 
surprising. 

Nevertheless, it is in the field of noise 
reduction that the greatest benefit to all the 
‘occupants has been achieved. The 2CV starts 
off with a big advantage, for its flat-twin 
engine has the perfect balance of a six. 
cylinder, without the secondary vibrations 
Which are the curse of four-cylinder power 
units. Much work has been done on the front 
floor and bulkhead to stop sound transmission 
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Into the body, while the whole of the bonnet to market. This body, besides its utility 
is lined with a thick blanket. The air ducts virtues, is also extremely light, which permits 
for heating have for some time been foam- the use of a very small engine without 
ined to prevent the sound of the engine from sacrificing too much performance. 
being telegraphed, but thicker foam has now ‘The original Deux Chevaux had a 375 cc 
been adopted. The plastic cooling fan has engine and there is still an economy version 
also been modified for silent running. sold only in France, of 438 cc, but for the 
In brief, the car still hasa platform chassis British market the livelier 602 ce unit Is 
and a 4-door body,,of which the panels can standardised. This engine is found in the 


be easily replaced.” full-length canvas roof Dyane and Ami models but for the 2CV it is, 
can be rolled up to let in the sunshine, but slightly de-rated by the use of a smaller, 
kts real function is for the carriage of long single-choke carburetier, no doubt in the 
objects, such as ladders, rakes, and pitch- pursuit of fuel economy. It is interesting that 
orks. Similarly, the back seat can be removed the two-cylinder Citroen engines have been 
fer turning only one lever, which leaves modified to pass the most severe European 
flat floor for bales of hay or taking calves anti-pollution laws, without any loss of per: 


The body, besides its utility virtues, is extremely light. 
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Road test 


A full length canvas roofs real function is for the carriage of long ingine is slightly de-rated by the use of a smaller, single choke 
Objects such as ladders, rakes and pitch{orks, carburetter, no doubt in pursuit of fuel economy 
formance ot economy. rpm, which it does very economically. It is fabric roof, perhaps because there's a cunning 
Completely functional and with no styling also possible to reach this speed in third, but over-centre “device to tension the canvas. 
pretensions, the car is yet very much in tune as that is 7,500 cpm, It's considerably over Another amusing gadget is the direction 
With this down-to-earth period of our history he peak and quite pointless indicator switch, which sounds like a litth 
it may look funny-pecullar to the uninitiated, The gearchange is excellent but Tfhave been man with a big hammer—but you couldn't 
but once they have tried the easy access rude about the gear positions in the past. leave it going by mistake. Also, there's a 
through the four doors to those blissfully Now, I'm beginning to see the sense of it, proper starting handle, which can be worth 
comfortable seats, some of the logic of the for the lever stays in the plane of second its Weight in gold if the lights have been left 
thing may sink in. The flat windscreen may and third by spring loading, and those are on all night 
look old-fashioned, but what a splendid view the gears you use most. There's no need to ‘The ‘Deux Chevaux may look a bit basic 
you get on a dark and rainy night, especially scart in first unless you want to and top is but it provides exceptionally comfortable 
‘as you have a knob in front of you to raise seldom engaged until the open country is motoring for four full-sized people. Driving 
or lower the lights according to the load. reached. Thus, the positions are logical and mostly in London with a lot of cold starts, It 


The ventilation flap beneath the screen may may save some efor’ when you are used will average 40 mpg, which can rise to 50 mpg, 
seem excessively simple, but it can be set them, but I's etill a nuleance when some tin the country. I havent tried to drive 
to give just as much breathing air as is unaccustomed person has to drive your car, it for economy, but no doubt it could get 
needed, while a wire mesh discourages the such as when ‘the hotel porter parks it for up into the fifties if carefully handled. With 
entry of bumble bees—I shall never forget you petrol at its present price, and the possibility 
an angry one that got up my trousers after T's curious that although the acceler Df yet further rises, this must be one of the 
Passing ‘through the ventilator of another figures against the stopwatch are not exciting, most important cars that I have tested for 
cart e little car seems surprisingly lively In AUTOSPORT 

‘The heater is powerful and easily regulated, traffic, perhaps because the gear ratios are FE 
while the windows are hinged horizontally just right. The cornering power is remarkably Socemnorich Axe) ranranntanics Gara 
and can be snapped up insantly to shout high and though the angle of roll may be — *.{SStt S'"5 eae 
Tuderies, which fs essential if one drives in considerable, the occupants are scarcely iy senor 
Paris. I feel sad when I drive cars with aware of this because their seats prevent them 
independent rear suspension that are no better fran siding ab-ut. The brakes are v 
than live-axte jobs, but the springing of this powerful and the hand brake can actually 
Citroen really works and the way K rides lock the front wheels without much effort. 
over potholes is almost beyond belief—for am so glad that Citroen have retained drum 
technical details please see the data panel. brakes as I have spent far too much money 


Is difficult to determine the exact ‘maxi in the disc brakes of my last three cars: I 
mum speed of a low-powered car because am convinced that discs have no place in the 
extraneous influences, such as wind or specification of an economy car, though they 
Bradient, have so much effect. After spending may be highly desirable for racing. 

some hours with a stopwatch, I would say Finally, the most remarkable feature of the 
that’ 70. mph is a pretty accurate figure, latest 2CV is its silence. 1 know of no other 
though 75 mph may be held for many miles  small-engined car in which radio programmes 
Mf there's just a breath of wind in your favour may be enjoyed t the full without reduciny 
<i “ics aginst you, it's bard to exceed speed. Incidentally, c's quieter than the more 
65 mph. Top gear is really an overdrive, so expensive Dyane for some odd teason and 


at 70 mph the engine is only turning at 5/500 there's absolutely no wind noise round the 


Completely functional and with no styling pretensions, the car is yet very much in tune with 
this down-to-earth period of our history. 


“ 14mile 
‘ [Citroen 2eve) | 
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Citroén spoken here. 


Whichever Citroen you drive, you're 
never far from the skilled service of dealers 
in the Citroen U.K. network. 

The new 100,000 sq. ft. Citroen parts 
complex at Runnymede ensures the smooth 


flow. of spares to the network. 

Your Citroen dealer will be delighted 
to demonstrate any Citroen model-2CV, 
Dyane, Ami, GS, DS, SM-and arrange 
atestdrive. 


Postorsstre 

Beglora Sein & Carpenter 854423 

Usighton Buzzard Camaon Motors 2047 
‘Borishre 


‘Buckinghamsfare 
Cchaitont St Peter Prank E Dest 
Gorraas Crose 8550 


uxlerd Butler Service Station. 
Sheaton 2071 

‘Caornarvonatire 
LUangugre Westancre Garage 77607 


‘Channa Istana 

Guoraay nC Toston & Son 37671 

‘orsay Barnes Garage Cantra 24841/2/ 
Cheaters 


‘Bebington A D Motor Services. 051-608 1061 

Grende, Bice Star Garages 00126 8207 

{Chests Borcier Motor Comoamy 67297178 

rom Mararhord Bars Garage 8273-240 

Stockport Bie Star Garage 681-432 6403 
Coxe 


‘Cumbariand 
Canisie 88 Bears 268556 
FBonrith Utewntor Rend Garage 4545 


wronorn Erie Road Garages 3456/8 


Bomovar Gordon Lamb 2611 
‘Shestortions Gordon Lamb Hokdngs 51611 
Bory. GW domes 700828 


‘oven 
Exeter Ours Motors 77311/2/3/4 


iymourh, Pat Wilagn 8 Co 3660877 
Torauny Chetston Garage 6858/9 
‘Dorset 


‘Rovio Parade Motors Bronantone 380" 


Ease 
Ccholiaterd eis Gar 


83067 
Glichoster Hawargn of Colchester 7727/8 


Homesnre” 
Gstenureh Portions Garage 02018 4515 
orsmouth/ tron Garages 6020% 
‘Soutnamoton Criterion Garages 26907 
‘Herotordatvre 
Herttora Mead & Torinson, 0432-2344 


Mortordenre 
‘Berknarnstes, Shaw & Kien. 2232 


SSeS 


Garage 01-788 4877 
Wo Ewecars O1-729 1608 

Wa FS Deayton & Son 01-92 518 
Witd ¢ © Themas 8 Go (Criewachd 

Duras esserea o580 


Monreutnatre 
Newport a MM Motors 72490/71789 


ownnam Nanuet Denver Garage 2115 
est faarin Nertom Garage 
retarntn Fler rcaners. 2689 
Norwich Aud S (Ca Sates) 43603, 

Gt vermouth © A Gove Garage & 
‘Seevece Stanon Prater Henghua 271 


Ontoraatere, 
Gangury Gon 8 Sone 720212 
Grasungton AREA'S Howse 435 


‘Stanorasivre 
Bunomron ert Church Gresiey Garage, 
Saagincate 2454 

Stcxe-on Trent Ray & Proctor 912235 
‘Wotwernamoton Woognim Cars 171208/6/7 


‘Sonam 
fy St Eamuren Mnden Motor Co 63802 
pemen.Angha Garage. 7 

‘Setrmunamam Ontorne sof Renaham 
Renan 470 


chu tnthins Brotners Heactey Down 3344 
Elchem Tw Homsge 3003 
Bale Ao 84-088 9133/2 

‘Wichne Brothers 23585, 
Kingstonreee Thames, TW Mesioge 
byeanesoi2 
Morden A MS Motors 01-640 6402 

‘Susan 


‘amie. M Mavaux Segescombe 307 
‘Bontit Marshatts (UK) farfons 892177 
‘Bonnar Cut hat Garage. 02438722178 


Hartey Continental Cars 
‘Brana Sseerars Motors 02-454 
Seraond-on-Avon Chevron Motors 60800 
‘Stim Caacpnng awed norm 

Se1'S5 ras0ra00s. 


tance 

{Ge Bec Ct Becheyn Motors 413/264 

SSibury Cenorion Garagos 0722 24136 

Seuncon Swan rit Garage Shvivortam 782721 
Worcenteratre 


Citroen Cars Ltd, Mill Street, Slough SL2 SDE. 


CITROENA 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


Lancia look set to win 


— four cars for the Tour de Corse 


World Rally Championship posi: 
tions after the RAC show Lancia 
to be in a dominating position 
with 74 points from Fiat's 63 
and. all looks set for the Tour 
de Corse where Lancia will be 
fielding three Stratos and one 
Beta Coupe. Early f 


snow and mud on the island are 

ikely to deter the Lancia camp 
Ford have 54 points, so could 
theoretically equal Lancia's score; 


Toyota are in fourth place with 
32 points folowed by Datsun (28) 
Porsche (27); Saab (25); Opel 
(23); Mitsubishi and | Renault 
(20); Alpine (12); Volvo (7) 
BMW (6); Peugeot (4) and 
Citroen (3). Scoring for the 
Manufacturers championship only 
fakes into account’ the highest 
placed car of any manufacturers 
entry and points are awarded on 
overall finishing position 


A hot BDA coming your way ? 


While Malcolm Wise was out on 
the RAC Rally last week, thieves 
were helping themselves to his 
spare engine, Malcolm Is offering 
a reward for any information 
leading to the engine's recovery 
and can be contacted at 01-886 
2028, during working hours and 
evenings. The engine Is not 
numbered (as is practice with 
the Ford block) and is @ 1700 ce 
lan Walker BDA. It was stolen 


from Superformance of Hertford 
on Wednesday night (November 
20th). The unit Is fitted with twin 
Dellorto carburetters and the cam 
cover is of a black crackle finish. 
An engine of this nature Is 
unlikely to be used for any pur 
pose other than rallying or auto: 
Cross—unless you hear anything 
as unlikely as a beat-up Corsair 
foaring around Brixton with a 
strangely distinctive induction 
and exhaust not 


@ Press releases arrive in all 
shapes, sizes and guises. We 
received one from AP early this 
Week, part of its content. noting 
that Makinen's Escort RS1600 
was fitted with a Borg and Beck 
eluteh, 


© After the post-RAC Rally 
rigours Hannu Mikkola and 
Markku Saaristo departed in the 
direction of Paris together late 
last Week—presumably both will 
be talking with Peugeot abou! 
Bandama ? 


G1 Mazda wins Causeway 
Coast—Boyd lasts 1 mile 


‘The Forward Trust Rally of the 
Causeway Coast run last week 
end, on Saturday 23rd, produced 
an impressive win for the Group 
One Mazda RX3_ of Ronnie 
McCartney of just 48s from the 
David Agnew BMW. Rallying 
brother Dessie led for most of 
the event with the Porsche 
Carrera but @ puncture early into 
one of the longer loose forests 
‘caused some damage to the rear 
suspension. Coupled with an off- 
song engine Dessie even-uaily 
Drought the limping Carrera home 
In sixth position 

Weather for the _all-loose 
event was foul, wet and foggy 
throughout but ‘one lucky driver 
was Derek Boyd who, with no 
brakes on one stage, nudged a 
bank, breaking all his lights, just 
as darkness was sertng in but 
was able to continue thanks to 
Cahal Curley’s service crew 
donating Curley's (for _ his 
Mexico). It transpired that these 
were his only set and sparks 
were flying afterwards, though all 
is reported quiet again. For 
Derek Boyd the lights gesture 
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meant that he could continue, 
even though the Lombard and 
Ulster service van was broken 
down elsewhere. For pole-men 
‘Adrian Boyd and Frank Main the 
rally was very shortlived when 
they were forced to retire with 
a blown head gasket Just one 
mile from the start; they were 
using the RAC engine, 

‘Third position went to the 
BMW. of John McAlorum with 
Derek Boyd fourth ahead of Paul 
Martin's Escort TC which lost 
time with detached petrol pipe. 
David Lindsay retired with @ 
broken ‘halfshaft on only the 
second stage and Brian Nelson 
hit a tree, shattering his steering 
Stig Blomqvist, over on a Saab 
Promotion, was driving the 
course car (a completely standard 
96V4 demonstrator) and set 
fastest time on four stages. No 
times were taken for others but 
it is thought that he could well 
have set quick enough times to 
have theoretically won the event 
McCartney's Mazda broke a rear 
shock absorber late in the event 
but it had little effect on the car's 
performance over the stages. 


Castrol show their colours with DTV 


the first day next 
year all DTV rally and race 
activities will be sponsored by 
Castrol. Already closely linked, 
the DTV cars will be appearing 
in a new livery combining both 
DTV colours and those of Castrol 


Castrol will be participating in 
DTV promotional activities and 
Hikewise. DTV's rally and race 
personalities will be doing thelr 
bit for Castrol. No 1975 pro: 
gramme of events has been 
finalised as yet 


Rally show sells the Donegal 


Advance details of che Donegal 
International Rally became avail- 
able prior to the start of the RAC 
Rally last week in York. The 
Irish Tourist Board in associa- 
tion with Phonsie McElwee and 
other members of the Donegal 
Motor Club and North of Eng- 
land Area Manager, John Kelly, 
held a most popular reception at 
the Post House Hotel. Although 
the reception was one of many 
that night, the Donegal people 
ensured a large turn-out’ with 
their typicaily Irish hospitality 
and thelr film of the rally had 
fo be given a second showing 
to satisty the demand. 

The prize fund next year 
will be ‘over £5,000 ‘with cash 


awards going down to. tenth 
overall ‘and. the all-dayl 
Stage event will commence 
3 am on Friday, June 20, 


finsh at 5.30 pm on Sunday with 
Friday and Saturday night over- 


night “rest halts. The compact 
600 mile route will contain. up- 
wards of 320 special stage miles 
for an entry fee of £40, 

Other assistance for compe- 
titors (apart from a free issue of 
dark glasses?) will include a 25 
per cent reduction from all the 
shipping companies (British Rail, 
B & 1, Burns and Laird and 
British ‘Transport Ship Manage- 
ment) plus specially reduced 
accommodation tariffs from £8 to 
£20 covering from. dinner on 
Friday night to breakfast on 
Monday ‘morning, all at Tourist 
Board approved establishments, 
The rally traverses some of the 
most scenic areas in. Ireland 
from mountains to beaches, yet 
ail és contained within a radius 
of 40 miles. Further information 
{ available from Rally Secretary: 


Mr Phonsie McElwee, Cinema 
House, Milford, Co” Donegal, 
Ireland. 


Regions score with rally news 


Certain areas of the country get 
preferential treatment when it 
comes to news of the RAC Rally 
—the GPO's excellent nation: 
wide results service excepted. 
‘One such area is Scotland, where 
for the past few seasons you 
have only needed to purchase 
The "Scotsman newspaper, 
printed in Edinburgh, to get your 
fil of breakfast time rally news. 
All credit to their efforts (like- 
wise to the Birmingham Post) 
for providing a very healthy total 
of column inches every day of 
the rally with a full supplement 
guide before the event. it is sad 
fo relate that thelr own entry 
of “Andrew Cowan came to 


nothing so early in the event, 
but it certainly was never 
allowed to affect their commend- 
able coverage. If praise is due 
here—eriticism of several other 
natonal dailies is just a1 
pertinent, especially after the 
demise of the Daily Mirror's RAC 
Rally sponsorship and coverag 
which was barely ever more than 
minimal, considering their invest- 
ment. It is unlikely that Britain 
will ever have the benefit of a 
daily sport newspaper such as Le 
Equipe but The Scotsman and 
mingham Post are. certainly 
food pabectates. Tor rally 
enthusiasts in their regions. 


RAC Rally : perhaps Colin Malkin should forget tyres and just develop 
his Minilite technique. He was 17 slower than Makinen here, 
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THE FOLLOWING DEALERS WOULD BE 
HAPPY TO TAKE ORDERS FOR CITROEN 2CV6 


GRAVELEY MOTOR COMPANY. 
18 HIGH STREET, GRAVELEY, HITCHIN, HERTS 


TEL: STEVENAGE (0438) 51380 
Personal exports a speciality 


CITROENA 


COLEBROOK ROAD. PLYMPTON 
PLYMOUTH, DEVON PL7 4AF 
TEL: PLYMOUTH 36606/7 


CITROENA 


STANHAY (AUTOS) LTD 
AUROPA wom gra WAY. ASHFORD, KENT 


ASHFORD. 2005 
and, Par 


CITROENA 


SHAW AND KILBURN 
32/34 LEIGHTON ROAD 
KENTISH TOWN, LONDON NWS 2AP 
TEL: 01-485 5555 


CITROENA 


CONTINENTAL CAR CENTRE (Mill Hill) LTD 
1-3 HALE LANE 


LONDON NW7 
TEL: 01-959 8821 


CITROENA 


ITROEN In West London ‘Sales @ Service @ Parts 
$. E. THOMAS AND CO (Chiswick) LTD 
268-264 GOLOHAWK ROAD, SHEPHERDS BUSH W12 
TEL: 01-743 9558/9/60 


CITROENA 


FERDEN-BIRCH MOTORS LTD 


92 CROSS DEEP, TWICKENHAM, SURREY 
‘TEL; 01-892 3379/3762 
Citroen — Sales — Service 


CITROEN4 


T. W. HOLLIDGE (COBHAM) LTD 


87 PORTSMOUTH ROAD. 
COBHAM, SURREY 
‘01-286 3993 


CITROENA 


AREA DEALERS FOR WESTON-SUPER-MARE 


BAKER STREET, WESTON-SUPER-MARE, AVON 


Bamsiey Road. Goldthorpe, Nr Rotherham, Yorkshire 


et 
Also at CANNON PLACE, BRIGHTON TEL? BRIGHTON 21401 


CITROEN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE MAIN DEALERS 


HIGH STREET, CHALFONT ST PETER, BUCKS 


CITROENA 


£. A. DOVE GARAGE AND SERVICE STATION 


REPPS, NR GREAT YARMOUTH, 
NORFOLK 
Tek: Potter Heigham 271 


CITROENA 


REAKES GARAGES LTD 
TEL: 0934 23995 SOMERSET, 


CITROENA 


A.M.S. MOTORS 
MORDEN STATION GARAGE. 
“LONDON ROAD, MORDEN, SURREY 
TEL : 01-540 6492 


CITROENA 


THE DEARNSIDE MOTOR CO LTD 


Sales, Service and Spares 
Tel: Goldthorpe 3864 


CITROEN4 


NORMAND (BROMLEY) LTD 
GROMLEY HILL GARAGE, BROMLEY HILL 


Tek" O¥-460"1108/6/6 
A member of the Normand Group of Companies 


CITROEN4 


DRITAIN'S OLDEST AGENTS 


WORTHING MOTORS LTD 
28 BROADWATER ROAD. WORTHING 
Tet" WORTHING 290071 ‘nd 3oB7S 


CITROEN 


RAY AND PROCTER 


UTTOXETER ROAD. NORMACOT 
STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFORDSHIRE 
TEL: STOKE-ON-TRENT (0782) 312236 


CITROENA 


FRANK E. DELL LTD 


TEL: GERRARDS CROSS 85561 
Immediate oF earliest delivery of 2 CVE model 


CITROENA 
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Special stage 
Kleber Rally Scholarship 1975 — decision tomorrow 


‘This Friday the Panel of Judges 


fashion with the service per- problems to finish Top Scot at 


decision as to who has won the sonnel at one stage of the five 18th overall after a climb-back 
Rally Scholarship for 1978 day event complaining of being from delays, setting consistently 

Will be known. The 1978 scholar. Dored.” quick stage times In the process 
dropped the * Wheel Twice Scottish champion (quicker ‘than Makinen ‘on 20 

name from the BBC pro- James Rae from Perth took the occasions). His sponsors for the 
gramme (now discontinued) with award this year from Tony Pond © RAC Raily—Kaockhill Racing 


which it was first associated and and Barry Lee, In a year with  Circult—were pleased with the 


did little to publicise the award mixed fortunes Rae was off to a publicity generated and Knock: 
winners or follow their progress, good start with second place on _hill’s. chairman, Denys. Di 
Ford have also washed thelr the Castrol/Aurosrort Tour of sald: "Jimmy Rae ls as fast as 
hands of the award and, instead, Lincs Rally early in the y the best International — rally 
continued with flashes of his true drivers and on his performance 
driving form “but more problems _on the rally he is certainly worth 
than he deserved, no matter how a works drive. If Jimmy had the 
bad one's luck; including time ht_machinery and backing he 


Penalty on the Welsh Rally and would be a top international rally 
Involved with the scholarship and failure art the San Remo competitor. Knockhill Circult hi 
the presentation tomorrow w World Championship round after had tremendous publicity value 
be recorded by Thames Tele- a co-driver's start time slip. On from. our participation in this 


viaion's much improved “Drive- happler note, Rae tackled the year’s RAC Rally and we Ww 
In” motoring programme for RAC Rally in fine form and coped _be looking seriously at our future 
future screening, Thames plan to with @ variety of time-consuming involvement with Jimmy. Rae 
follow the award winners’ exp) 

Rae on the RAC: A smooth run up the fleld to please his sponsors. 


through the year and, with a 
rally driver/motoring journalist 
programme editor. (Rich: 
Hudson-Evans) in control, Drive: 
In should provide some Interest: 
Ing future viewing. 

Chris Sclater became the first 
‘award winner in 1973 and proved 
the worth of such an award with 
some good results and promising 
runs both at home and abroad, 
Including tackling the Acropol 


by going on 
2 professional rally 
year by driving for 
Datsun UK; carrying out a full 
scale development programme on 
the 140J Violet saloon and 
scoring some beneficial rally 
results in the process. Sci 
work with the Violet was 
capably demonstrated on the RAC 
with thelr three cars taking the 
team prize in an_ultra-reliab! 


/\ 


Billy Coleman—some sensational 
drives, and reliable, 


with @ group one car. 


Candidates for the Kleber/Datsun award? 


Tony Drummond—quick Niget Rockey—rapidly becoming Andy Dawson—will get the best 
improvise, ax driver and engin @name to be reckoned with. out of any vehicle, 
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Briefly ee 


ft week was a particularly 
peat ona for Tasecting eee 
and broadcaster Andy Marriott, 
better known to some 
Not only did his pro 
in Avtosrort for the firs 
in almost elght 
won the RAC Rally's Fleet Street 
Award for the highest placed 
motoring journalist on the event. 
He reckons this is no coincidence 
—some of Chris Wittypaldi's 
success must have rubbed off! 
‘Andy, wo has” previcusly 
tnered Andrew Dawson (they. 
won thelr class on the Welsh 
earlier th 


can Bob Walker who is Vauxhall 
Motors’ Truck Forward. Pro- 
gramme Co-ordinator. Bob, who 
Criginally comes from Michigan, 
only became interested In rally: 
ing two years ago, and this was 
his first RAC, He was instru 
mental in arranging the succes 
ful Ellesmere Port speci 

for, unt 


The Walker, 
Firenza 
76th place after struggling 
through much of Scotland’ wit 
both rear shock absorber mount 
ngs sheared. But with all the 
other full time journalists out 
of the rally, apart from the Rev 
Rupert Joni 
Knutton, Andy 
despite it being presented initially 
to a non-motoring journalist 
thanks to a computer error. Now 
Andy wants to know why. t 

n't @ prize for the first (and 
Inst) Anglo-American crew. 
@ A ‘slip-up (not our fault this 
time). We have received a note 
from Clubman's Trophy competi: 
tors, Tony Hart and Graham 
Daws regarding thelr entrant 
for the rally. The pub» 
Msbed list, up to the 


sponsor and entrant as Inter- 
national Rectifier of Oxted, 
Surrey ; and not ECP Resins, This 
was the American company's 
first venture into rally sponsor: 
ship and the Escort TC crew wore 
leading the Clubman's Trophy 
defunct oll pump, 


RAC points 


The tally of RAC points after 
the rally is as follows: Overall 
1, Coleman 51 (he drops three 
points); 2, Pond 40; 3, Clark 32; 
4, Curley’ 20; 5, D. McCareney 
18; 6, Sparrow 18 (McCartney 
scored higher results); 7, Sclater 
16; 8, Drummond 15;'9, Hill 14; 
10, Heggie 13. Group One: 1, 
Sparrow 68 | (Magnum—drops 

Texaco) 


MW); 6, Bean 10 
(Mexico) ; 7, MeAlorum 9 (BMW); 
8, Grewer’ 9 (Mexico-Ascona) ; 
=9, Dawson (Avenger): Pall 
(Ascona) and Rhodes (RS2000). 


Sports extra 


Wheldon wins — Russell’s sprint wins — Valentine’s second 


dited by Bob Constanduros 


Mike Harrison 


TRIAL 


Midget was again the best of the sports car 


Valentine fights off Harvey 


Nuneaton driver Colin Valentine took his 
‘Sunbeam Stiletto to its second outright victory 
within a month last Sunday when he won 
the penultimate round of this year's BT&RDA 
Production Car Trials Championship organised 
by Crane Valley MC on Army land at Pir 
bright, Surrey. Although hard pressed in the 
morning by local man Mick Harvey (Imp), 
Valentine pulled out an 11 mark lead at the 
end of the day in which 24 sections were 
tackled. 

Valentine's win came as a result of com- 
peting against cars in four classes; there were 
frsufficient entries in the large capacity rear 
engined class otherwise Bill Moffatt (Ginetta) 
Would have collected yet another spoon. As it 
Was Moffatt did not mind; his clos win 
ensured that he wins the title yet again for 
none of the ottier three drivers on maximum 
Scores, including Valentine, can catch him on 
the Appleton method of tie deciding, 

‘The weather produced a tricky set of sec- 
tions and with very wet conditions through- 
out the day all but a few of the hills were 
Uncleanable by the majority of the 38 com- 
petitors who included most of the regular 
Peircus. 

Class 1 produced yet another convincing 
performance by the RAC Champion Geoff 
Spencer. In his Cooper he took the class on 
110 marks from John Hodgson (Mini) who 
finished 22 marks behind, The pair were only 
Seven marks apart at the break bur Spencer 
again put in a fine afternoon's driving to 
Seatter the class of 10. Local man John Poyn- 
ter brought his 1275 Cooper into third on 143 
marks and a fairly good afternoon by Phil 
Darbyshire (Clubman GT), assured him of 
fourth only five down on Poynter. 

‘Class 2 was headed all day by Charles 
Barter in his Ford Popular. At the break he 
was on 43 marks and lying only four ahead of 
Dennis Wells (Skoda), However Wells had a 
very poor second half and this dropped him 
to thied behind Mike Stephens (Mexico), who 


totalled 109 5 to the winning score of 
99 marks from Barter. Barter's win improved 
his overall, BTRDA position slightly but 
Stephens and Wells both failed to add to their 

Best of the six sports cars was again Mike 
Harrison. Initially Maleolm Brown (Sprite) 
stayed with the Midget maestro but by the 
break Harrison was 10 marks abead and he 
slightly Increased this advantage thereafter 
tova total of 14 marks finishing on 120 marks. 

Behind Brown the Midgce of Paul Skelton 
was going well at half time being only four 
Tmrks adrift but te found i increasingly diffi 
cult. subsequently and he finisiied on 144 
marks. 

‘in the early part of the event Valentine 
did not have matters all bis own way for 
Harvey managed to match him section by 
section and Valentine took lunch with a 
Class victory of even overall success far from 
his mind as he was only three marks to the 
good. However, thanks to a much better second 
half in which he dropped only 42 marks 
Valentine went on to take his second win by 
11 marks leaving the class to Harvey and 
Teddy Edwards (Stiletto) second on 112 
marks, 

Bill Moffatt was already 21 marks ahead 

of his nearest challenger when lunch wos 
taken” The Ginetta man had dropped 30 
marks to the Imp of David Carr on 51 marks, 
who was one ahead of son Robert. Moffatt 
eased a little in the second period to fish 
‘on 58 marks and David Carr began to show 
his son a thing or two and went on to take 
second by @ 13 mark margin with a 91 mark 
tonal, 
@ There were protests flying around at a 
number of events this weekend, and final 
results have been held up at the Mid Cheshire 
Car Club autocross, the Newton and District 
Eagle rally, and the Bexley Light Car Club 
Whitsend rally, although we have provisional 
results from the latter. 


RALLY 
Rowland by 4s 


Using 2.1 miles of uneven tarmac and con- 
crete on the disused airfield at Coutam near 
Driffield, Auto 66 had a full 32 cars for their 
Cottam ‘Rally Stage Speed Test last Sunday 
the event being only for rally cars. Despite 
pouring rain all day everyone had three runs 
and BTD went to Dick Rowland in an RS 1800 
who did 2 m 2.6 s to head the field by almost 
four seconds. 

‘A first run time of 2 m 32, 2s gave Don 
Hoggard Class 1 for cars up ¢o 1200 cc but 
Imp man Hoggard found it a costly win for 

¢ blew a piston on his second run, He 
Spent the rest of the day anxiously watching 
Michael Lauchlam in his Cooper who got 
Quicker and quicker but only managed 2 m 
23.3 = at the finish. 


in the 1201-1600 cc class, David Cook 
(Cooper S), was @ very easy winner. He did 
2m 68 s to beat George Brown in a similar 


car by four secends, The Volvo engined 
Escort of Chris Fiswick and his fellow con 
tender Bill Lumb took first and second in the 
over 1600 ce class. Both did 2 m 62 s on 
their third ‘runs but Fishwick got the class 

nthe first un, 


RALLY 


Fishpool's surprise 


The semi expert crew of J. H. Fishpoot and 
Colin Mainwaring sprang a surprise when 
they wen the Forest of Dean MC Dean Rally 
last weekend. One of two crews to finish 
the 101 mile route with only a minute drop: 
ped on the 23 time controls, the Ross-based 
Crew took the major award on capacity. They 
were in a Cooper while the other crew to 
drop a minute, Bcb Bennet and Stuart Hai 
reld, were ina Viva, The latter pair were 
making a return to rallying after a long 
absence and Harrold was on his first event 


Since returning from Japan. 
The next four crews all finished a minute 


apart. Third were Andy Chambers/R. Foster 
(Escort), on two minutes, fourth were Peter 
Fear and Neil Forrest. who dropped three 
minutes in their Escort TC, Mike Standen, 


Kerth Toknell (Mexico) were fifth and Norman 
Gregory and Duncan Ross were sixth on five 
minutes in their Imp. 

The bes: novices were John and Kathie 
Curzon in their Mexico who lost 32 minutes 
‘and the best Forest of Dean crew were John 


Vaughan and Peter Taylor (Mini), on 17 
AUTOTEST 


Blunt heads the Minis 


Best of 21 competitors at last Sunday's Kid- 
derminster CC's Autotest meeting at the car 
park of Brintons Kidderminster, was Trevor 
Blunt in a Mini who did the seven tests in 
320.6 s, Second overall was another Mini man 
Simon Wallis in 351.2 s, 

The class for Minis was token by Keith 
Ford in 434.0 and the other class winners 
were: R. Colley (Cooper), 378.6 s: M. Tabbener 
(Simca Rallye), 408.9 s;/H, Stollard (Escort), 
‘394.98. Ladies : Miss R. Holmes (Mini), 479.1 s. 
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Sports extra 


RALLYCROSS 


Just a couple of days after the Tom Airey 
Mick Bird triumph at Lydden, Hugh Wheldon 
submitted his entry for the first round of the 
Snetterton Winter Rallycross series and noted 
on the commentator's sheet was his comment 
that he had changed to a Volkewagen 
“because Minis were no longer competitive.” 
After a very frustrating continental season 
the Suffolk farmer proved his point on Sunday 
by taking BTD at the Castle Street Garage 
(Thetford) sponsored event, four seconds ahead 
Of his closest rival Mick Bird in the Tom 
Airey Mini. It was very much a day for the 
locals for, with the exception of Bird's win 
in the 1600 class, the remaining classes went 
to drivers performing on their “home ” 
clreust 

The 
Norfolk and West Suffolk Motor Ci 
to the sport of Rallycross were anxious to 
play themselves in carefully, bearing the 
fizaling out of the Promotasport sec.es very 
much in mind, Thus the entry was kept down 
to manageable proportions and the emphasis 
put on the series being for the Clubman 
Easing the club's problems considerably was 
an eleventh-hour agreement—on an expe. 
mental basis for one meeting at this stage— 
to allow the paddock to be situated outside 
the circuit with the competing cars traversing 
4 carefully marshalled pascage to the raceway 
This also enabled the start/finish to be 
positioned on the home s.raight thus vastly 
Increasing the spectator value Just one cloud 
hung over the meeting and that was the 
inevitable rainy variety which at a venve 
with heavier soll would probably have caused 
Postponement. As it was the circuit drained 
Welland even the infamous pit, after ample 
bulldozing, proved easly passable, 

With the onset of rain midway through 
the first runs it was a matter of first times 
counting for Sunday's awards (although al 
times count for the Championship), for few, 
if any, improved on their second thrash. Nick 
Garner arrived wth the Solihull Motors 870 
Mini and a very impressive st of Autocross 
successes and looked hot favourite for the 
Litre class. Barry Crump had other ideas 
‘and the Suffolk driver's car held together for 
once and he beat Garner by some seven 
Seconds in the first runs. Garner had a good 
dice in his first race with David Keelers 
1300 “'S" until the latter broke his suspen- 
jion on the descent into the pit, and even 
though he was faster than Crump’s Mini in 
the wet second run a penalty bollard made 
it two wins for Crump and) maximum 
Championship points. 

Though not particularly quick in practice 
Ian Hughes, anocher local, was the surprise 
winner of a very full 1300 cc class, Peter 
Vaughan, for the second time, practised and 
then departed while John Saunders was com 
foriably leading his race only to. expire 
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Wheldon proves his point 


smokily after a series of heavy landings on 
a bump in the pit. Bebind Hughes it was 
very close: Graham Strugnell, John Winsor, 
and David Phillipson all recording neat wins 
in their M.nis. 

Mixed in with the 14ftre and 1300 cc boys 
were the Rally Car class competitors and after 
doing so well in their class in the Clubman’s 
section of the RAC Rally it was fitting tat 
Peter Banham and John Harmer should be 
fighting out this class in the Motique of Cam: 
bridge Cooper ""S.” Iv was Harmer's eng.ne 

Banbam's car so perhaps he used a little 


we by a Second to wrest second away 
from Dave Wailis who drove very smoothly in 
his Willhire-backed Escort T/C. Chris Gamble 
had ‘the first of the day's real moments, 
putting his shared Lotus Cortina on to its 
de coming out of the pit bur continuing 
with Hee damage. 

With the weatner turning nasty, agreement 
was reached for two groups of four cars to 
run together for the rest of the afternoon 
giving ‘the large crowd even less chance 
to nowce the biting wind. It was the turn 
now of the “big” Minis and Escorts to 
entercain. Mick Bird was in a class of his 
own with no one to touch either of his 
times, Bruce Rushton's efforts in his 1500 
Mini being quicker but leaving scameved 
Penalty pylons in his wake. Wayne O'Connor 
showed ‘that his performance at the July 
event was no fluke by taking second behind 
the Airey car; Pip Carrotte would have been 
higher but for marker problems while also 
in contention were Nick Brice (Alrey Mini) 
and Pete Hemmings. 

‘Wheldon stroded away with both his races 
as usual he never looked that quick but saved 
seconds at every corner where others stid 
wide. Of the other Beetles Graham Hathaway 
was fourth quickest in the exJohn Bu:ton 
car but Peter Harrold only got one run as 
the petrol pump packed up on the first race 
Despite one clear re-run following John 
Clarkson's inversion of his Escort, Bernard 
Rodemark simply couldn't find enough trac 
tion for the’ Porsche. The main Escort 
challenge was expected from Messrs Douglas, 
Tony Merrdale and George Warren (all cars 
originating from the redoubtable Ron Douglas), 
but despite an excellent first race, all three 
of chem finished behind the less pawe:ful 
Escorts of Tony Rees and Colin ‘Richards, 
One of the best races of the day was between 
Douglas and Rob Gibson's fantastic Sprite, the 
‘cars passing side by side on the banking on 
one isp, the Esco clouting the Sprite up 
the rear at the loop on the next and finally 
the Sprite taking the flag backwards in front 
of a surprised Douglas. 


‘Steve Russell—BTD again. 


SPRINT 


Taylor’s Jaguar 
beats the Bora 


Banbury driver Steve Russell collected yet 
another win at a Silverstone sprint 
Saturday. In almost ideal conditions, he got 
down to his best time in the recent series and 
won the Tomato Cup in 57.91 s at the MG 
Car Club's (South Eastern Centre) event. 

‘As befits an MG event, there was a whole 
host of the marque in five different classes 
and the most emphatic win fell to. Andy 
MeLennan in an MG N In 70.54 5 who was 
some 22 s quicker than the others in the 
Triple M Register class 

In the only major incident, Wridgway 
Horton wrote off his Jaguar when he hit the 
wall at Chapel at high speed, but he escaped 

akeup. 
turn up for the book in the 
over 3+litre production sports (road tyres) 
class where Dave Graeme took his Jaguar 
ahead of the Maserati Bora of Frank Taylor 
beating him soundly by 1.2 5 


RALLY 


Six-minute win 


Roland Shepherd and Mike Wise scored a 
convincing six minutes win cn the Sporting 
‘Owner Drivers Club Summer Rally last Sacur- 
day night on an event which was planned for 
the middle of the year but which had to be 
postpcned. In their RS2000 they dropped 8m 
45 s on the 155 mile route which contained 
24 controls and 30 passage controls and was 
run in Bucks and Northants, 

Second overall in a field of 52 were 
Geoff Loos and John Kappler in a Vauxhall 
Magnum on 14 m 45 s, just 10 5 ahead of 
Ian Chamberlain and Pat Cooper in a Mexico, 
The Avenger GT of John Parsons and Brian 
‘Steel was fourth on 16 m 85 s and the leader- 
board was completed by Chris Leon/Mike 
Ladell (Mexico) and Geoff Biggs/Dave Warren 
Firenza), 

The latter crew took the best Vauxhall 
Motors Club award and the best SODC crew 
were Richard Bowyer and Rex Barton (Mag- 
num) on 8F 56 m 0 s. Best novice team were 
Derek Hill/Mike Bedford (Mexico), on 7F 
47 m0s 


cy 


Sports extra 


TRIAL 


Ibex overcomes the Kincraft domination 


The 750 Motor Club had their Tunbridge 
Wells Centre looking after the Semperit 
BTRDA qualifying event in the shape of the 
long standing Harold Biggs Memorial Sporting 
Trial on November 16. The event was al 

counting towards the Duckhams SE series so 


the smaller classes were well filled with little 
favers. The venue at Yecher Farm in the 
Kent Hucking country proved rather tight 


for the 43 competing cars, and the rain soaked 
ground made sure the day's sport was going 
to be tough. 

After scrutineering when such chings as 
brakes and non locking diffs are tested, the 
gay gathering of hybrid mounts were taken 
Yo the slopes to do battle. The ten hills 
lined with tree stumps proved the undoing of 
many as men and machines belted the taller 
stumps that had not been cut as vet, The 
three renowned craters of Hucking caused 
more than thelr usual clubman’s headaches. 
as the hopeful climbers left bits of metai 
behind in the battle of Yetner. In the 750 


Dick Lee took the 750 class again, but only just. 


class Cyril Gamblen’s new mount had its first 
faste of real opposition in she shape of the 
present uncrowned King of the smaller class, 
Dick Lee, both Reliant-powered and driver 
built specials. It was Lee who held a slender 
lead of 2 points over Gamblen with a score 
of 79, The 950 class had its same close tussle 
with John Higgins 74, Dick Hansford 
Alan Gisby 81 and hard worker John Peckham 
84 with their mostly unmodified Morris Minor 
and A35 power units. The big boys—national 
formula runners—were going hammer and 
tongs and big foot Jackson was getting the 
most out of his Ford Mexico lump aot only 
to deafen che birds, but to lead the field by 
five marks ahead of Jack Pearce and lvor 
Portlock both on 53. A further four points 
astern were Roy Denton and John Benson 
with southern exponents John Hopkins and 
Stan Milton on 63 ahead of Kincraft mounted 
Tony Harrison. 

‘The second round saw the removal of hill 2 
much to the relief of the many bruised bodies 


SPRINT 
Render challenges Russell 


Banbury sprint star Steve Russell made it 
three wins on the trot at Silverstone on 
November 16 when he collected BTD at the 
Herts County A & A EC meeting. In his 
Matlock U2 he set a time of 53.38 s which 
was his fastest time in the three wins he 
has achieved in the past month and was half 
‘a second better than the time he put up at the 
first meeting. 

David Render brought “along his Brabham 
BT 29X to challenge Russell but the promise 
of a tight struggle on the second runs was 
denied when the meeting was halted halfway 
through the second half following the fatal 
accident to Phil Scrage. 

Tn all but two of the 15 classes there were 
clearcut wins for the leaders. However 
Stephen Courts had to work hard to gain a 
03's win over Brian Pinker in the 1300- 
1800" ce standard saloons while A, Laws and 
Pat ‘Thomas were only two tenths apart in 
their all Elan sports car struggle. 

Biggest class win was in the over 1600 cc 
sports where with 17 entries the Maserati 


Bora of Frank Taylor won very easily from 
Scragg had been com: 


Scrage’s V12_ Jaguar. 
Plaining of poor handi 


TRIAL 


Skodas on top 


wy mid morning rain caused North, Cots- 
wold MC to restrict the number of secticns 
to cnly 12 last Sunday when they ran their 
Hilly Happening at Lower Slaughter near 
Stow on the Wold. Of the 21 starters the 
majority. were members of Coventry and 
Warwickshire MC, the event being che last 
round of that club's pet championship. 

Overall winner was Chris Field in a Skoda 
Combi who weighed in with a 68 mark tocal 
and an index of 86.76% and he had che 
honour of beating the overall C&W champion 
Nigel Hugo, in a Skoda saloon, by two marks. 
In the front engined fwd class Mrs Thelma 
Smith was again among the honours with 
her Datsun Cheery but she had a close call 
befcre getting the class. She and Godfrey 
Eden (Mini) had identical scores of 84 marks 
and the score sheets had to be closely looked 
into before she was finally given the class. 

‘The MG cf Paul Fletcher took the sports 
car class on 83 marks and Tony Cooke (Imp) 
had a three mark lead over Rob Main in the 
rear engined class, both in their usual Imps. 

Final Cove & Warwicks positions showed 
Hugo the winner on 563} marks from Main cn 
559] marks with Stephen Courts third on 549 
marks. 


both ferrous and human. The nine remaining 
sections still sorted the opposition out, 
Gordon Jackson proving ‘his form with a 16 
score ¢o retain the lead, John Benson (19), 
Jack Pearce (21), kept in touch. Roy Denton 
(29) and Ivor Portlock (32) remained in the 
money. Stirling Moss expertly passengered by 
‘Autocar’s Peter Garnier called it a day when 
the loaned Cannon of Colin Taylor objected 
to its front being pushed on a tree and cut 
off its links with the steering. Curley Parkin’s 
‘mount treated him similarly when he joined 
the tree bashing brigade, which included 
Martin Wright now in the driving seat after 
many years on the organizing side. Robin 
Alexander was another to fall out with metallic 
contact. However, the smaller classes had no 


such dramas with Gamblen piping Lee by 


fone point at 40 for the 750 class. This beat 
the '950's best round recorded by John 
Peckham. 

The final round was cut to six sections, 
again Gordon Jackson was best with a score 
of 10, which gave him a clear victory over 
John Benson whose 12 round was the next 
best. Jack Pearce with 17 kept third overall 
just ahead of Birmingham based Ivor Port 
lock. Roy Denton made fifth spot and racer 
Tony Brise had his best placing so far finish: 
ing in seventh position. In the 750 class Dick 
Lee pipped Cyril Gambien by one mark on the 
last round, and won the day by two. The 950 
class was ‘not as close but remained anyone's 
class to the last, with honours finally going 
to Dick Hansford seven ahead of Alan Gisby 
followed by John Peckham. 


RALLY 
Briant's provisional win 


With three outstanding protests still to be 
resolved, only provisional results were de- 
clared by che Bexley Light CC at the end 
of the 17th running of the Witsend Rally 
last weekend in Kent, Some 98 crews did 


the 180 mile route which included four 
stages cotalling about eight miles and it is 
Queries on one of the stages plus the follow: 


Ing passage control which have caused the 
delay. There was also disputes inicially con- 
cerning the first two places 

Provisicnally the event was won by Mick 
Briar and John McKerrell in an RS 2000 on 
3946 macks from the Escort of Alan Hem- 
mings and Joba Porter who totalled 3995 
marks. Third were Peter Watson/Graham 
Smih on 4610, fourth were Cyril Wardle/Alan 
Woodbridge on 4768 marks and fifth were 
Alan Metham/Mick Town on 4853. The best 
semi-expert crew were Mike Thorne/Cliff 
Brookes on 5718 marks and the leading novice 
crew were Ron Dawson/Derek Gardner with 
4F 8773, marks. 


TRIAL 
Better than Betteridge 


Shenstcne & District CC's closed production 
car trial last Sunday produced an entry of 41 
but only nine hills, tackled twice, were laid 
cn at Tattenhill, near Burton cn Trent. Phil 
Shaw collected overall victory in his Mexico 
dropping 41 marks but che day's lowest total 
fell to. Brian Betteridge in his Sprite who 
dropped 39 marks and won the sports car 
jass by 20 marks. Autocrosser Reg Fi:t col- 
lected the rear engined class in a borrowed 
Imp and John Haden's Lancia beat a double 
entered Maxi in the front engined front wheel 
drive class. 
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Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Department 
On 01-636 3600 up to. 5 pm. on the Monday art 
Before publication. Dictate your advertise. $e: SES50 Gt OVETHSR ass uSia S Wika 
ment to one of our experienced staff, and Sve. condos win Ine 

leave the rest to us it's that simple. It, 

however, you do have time to send in your 
Classified "advertisement with. cash’ in 
advance. we'll give you a fat discount—40 
per cent. But remember, this discount only 
applies to pre-paid classified lineage ads. 


sa: 17 ear block (2in x 3nd 


AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


caper Wieck (Min = 2hin) 


NEW CAR GE 


AMERICAN C. 


JENSEN 


LAND-ROVER 


DATSUN 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


SPORT? SAF pete x 


PORSCHE 


YSED, CAR FOR SALE. Osimier vo seg 


:~ MIKE JORDY—BASINGSTOKE 
(STD 0256) 780761 


CATERHAM CARS (LONDON) 
FORD POP — 5 LITRE V.8 7 


E9IA Ford Populse 


1970 TRIDENT CLIPPER 


MoT August, 1975. Makers claim 160 mph, 


Engine. Alin 


0-60 47 secs. Very good condition, much 
mechanical work done, engine balanced, 
gearbox rebuilt, etc. Must sell this week- 
end, £1,500. 


+ New Buekenham 
(Norfotm) “530 Tel: Edgar, 021-523 7128 (office hours) 


or 01-485 1950 (evenings) 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 53-55 - 


Racing and Competition Cars 55-61 


DON'T 8E OFF THE ROAD WITH AN 


GET YOUR SPARES & TYRES FROM 


ID. IB. MOTOIRS 


Tet: 0633 SMHS of patepecer: 


ON THE BORDERS OF [fc 
‘OWSEM 


GINETTA —SCIMITAR 
A selection of NEW Re 
and British Leylond C 


details. 
NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES 
‘01-639 3204 


OPEN Suncare SoKm dem 


LONDON SPORTS CAR CENTRE 


NOW OFFICIAL ALFA ROMEO AGENTS 


USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE 


01-639 3204/5/6 


+ Autosport Market Place 62-64 


BELL & 
COLVILLLTD 


mis 


JENSEN 
Oto tener 


East Horsieya114 | 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-8 Hendon Way NW4 


EDGWARE 


HIGH STREET, 
Tel: 01-952 6171 
Open 9.30 am. to 7 p.m. 


BRANDON mozons LTD. 


DINO DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE. Tel : Wolston 2285/6 


Quauiry auromonite 
onsurran 

BRANDON. NEAR COVENTRY 
TeLemmont " WOLSTON 2286/08 


(STD 020-335) 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 53-55 - Racing and Competition Cars 55-61 - Autosport Market Place 62-64 


LEN STREET GERRY MARSHALL LONDON ROAD MOTORS 
OF CHELSEA ee a OF PETERBOROUGH 
New’ LOTUS 
Earliest possible delivery of new} 
Lotus cars. 


Demonstration cars available by| 
appointment 


LOTUS SPARES AND SERVICE 


N38, Targa, White ec 


bri) cans SIMILAR POR cn paove 


67-097 BRAYTON ‘GARDENS, Marea Winans Foci ALAN DOUBLE 
CHEL! pee nti : Peterborough (0733) 
Tel: 01-370 4114 haw rig Alter hours Stamford 782516, 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 53-55 - Racing and Competition Cars 55-61 + Autosport Market Place 62-64 


CLUBMANS 


FORMULA FORD 
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RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 53-55 - Racing and Competition Cars 55-61 + Autosport Market Place 62-64 


ON 10s AND 14s, ROLLING CHASSIS 
4 RAB A BT NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 
TEL: BANBRIDGE (076 262) 8817/2794 
Bill Gowdy, Banbridge, County Down, N. Ireland | 


ALEX RIBEIRO 


FOR QUICK SALE ors sa 
his successful 

HOLLYWOOD 6.R.D. 374 * 

G +4 D F3 updated to 1975 spec with two powerful Novamotor 
e e e engines, twin cam 2 litre, spare monocoque and many 

many extras, including wheels and wet and dry tyres. 


Holbay engine. £400 overhaul by Holbay. HOLLYWOOD INTERNATIONAL RACING TEAM, 
Church Road, Griston, Thetford, Norfolk. 


Complete with Firestone wets and ratios. Tel; Watton 881521. Telex ; 975331. 
Set up by GRD 


team HB orrers 
CHEVRON B24 F5000 


This car is still one of the most competitive F5000s for 1975. 

Completely rebut tor 1975 and updated to fit latest fuel 

injected engines. 

Ready to race with latest 74s fuel injected MORAND engine. 

Just ‘been rebuilt by factory. Lots of spares, whosls, tyres, 

bodies, engine parts, gears, available. 

FOR QUICK BUYER ONLY £2500 LESS ENGINE 

ENGINE £2800 

Also brand new latest 74 fuel injected Morand engine as 

Second’ engine. Cost £8000. Not used now, only. £3000 


TRANSPORTER FOR F5000 


All professional equipment. Big tent for car and living comfort 
for four or five. Good condition only 


PRICE £2,225 


Apply 
JOHN MARDLE, 
9 FOSTER RD, GT TOTHAM, ESSEX 
PHONE MALDON 891138 


HAWKE RACING CARS LTD. 


OFFER FOR SALE 
THEIR TWO WORKS 


HAWKE DL Tis 


of Townsend Thoresen champion 
ROY KLOMFASS and RUPERT KEEGAN 

due to Roy going Formula 2 and Rupert going Formula 3 

Price including spares. Brian Butler offers for sale 


£1,750 EACH 


Will seit separately 
Terms of sale considered 
Wanted F3 wheels and tyres suitable for a March 


£800 
if bought with 5000, 


Contact : Wunderink, 
Fitislaan 4, The Hague, Holland 


Tel : Holland the Hague (010 31) 70 39 19 57, anytime 


HAWKE RACING 
SWAINS FACTORY 
CRANE MEED, WARE, HERTS 


Tel: Ware (0920) 5931/2 


WRT coe abes ar eats 
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PORSCHE 


CARRERA o RALLY PORSCHE 
ets CARRERA RS 


4 slicks, 4 wets, 4 intermediates, also includes 12 wheels and 


ail_other things ‘you need for racing 
1974, 7 starts, 7 wins in GT closs. Best result Hillclimb 
Muhitacken, 1st overall, 2nd Rieder Oselia 2-litre, 3rd Breinsburg 
March F2, ‘4th Ploder! Lotus F2, 5th Schorg, Kaimann S Vee. 


This car in 1974 was only used in hillclimbs and is ready for 
1976. 


@ SCHNITZER 


pa BMW 
2002 


1974 model. It’s 0 real Schnitzer works-car from the Austrian 
Production car championship. (282 binp.) £6,700 
1874, "4' start frat places, 3nd places in Europeen production 
car faces in Monza and Salzburg” Also Included all tyres ond : ir i 
mitt st oar things. The BMW in vend for 1975. A Contact : Marek Girowski, 
1Sh Of the cars cost more than £15,000 whon new 
Enquiries to Box 4008. 01-289 0908. 


Fully prepared for rallying in Group 4. 2.8 litre 
12-plug engine producing 250 bhp. Short 
gearbox, LSD, full sump guard, Bilsteins, 
Recaro seats, Halda fire extinguishing system, 
8 Cibies, 10 Porsche alloy wheels from Bin to 
6in. All components only 300 miles since new. 


ROBERT RYAN RACING 


wish to sell the very successful 2 litre Broadspeed Escort as driven by Alec Poole. 


Many spares including slicks and wet tyres. Offers around £4,400. For further details 


Tel: WYTHALL 823371. 


MODSPORTS RACING AND CCMP MONOPOSTO 
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FORD CAPRI 3000 GT 


1 pair of Bilstein front legs £20 
1 set of hubs and discs for above .. £16 


1. V6 blueprinted block complete with high compres- 
sion pistons . £75 
1 pair V6 big valve heads G £65 


1 off halfshaft for fully floating Taunus axle ... £20 
2 off Capri early gearbox £15 each 
1 off T10 gearbox with alloy case £20 
1 off 1973 Capri bodyshell complete with doors, 
bonnet and bootlid in colour as spare thankfully 


unused a £185 
1 off 1971 Capri 3 litre bonnet £9 
1 off Capri fibreglass Group 1 petrol tank £12 
1 off Capri 26 gallon petrol tank in aluminium. Baffled 
and fibreglassed £65 
Atlantic BDA. Unused since rebuild and brake test 
Complete with all ancillaries £850 


Phone Holman Blackburn 
Wormley 2263 or 2270 


Clarke and Simpson Limited, 
London's Leading Ford Rallye Sport Centre, 
Announee their usual end of season Sa 


Escort RS 1600 Group 2 Rally Car. (Pentti Airikkala's RAC Rally Car 
Zr gearbox. 4 link rear 


Encore’ aS 
speci inet 


Eloth rechining seats 

Mestea ‘cloth Cust 

Qornina and Consul Ral Ov 
2685 enaine parts 

EF Limited Sip Unit. 

Various other Ferd parts, new and used. 


Contact : Rallye Sport Sales Manages 
Belgravia Garage, 28 Caroline Terrace, London SW 
lgravia Garage. 288 Caroline 
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333% 
DISCOUNT! 
GUY PERFORMANCE 


Over 300 different makes of fibreglass car panels 
(not seconds or damaged). Send for price list or ring. 


Birmingham Road, Alcester, Werks. 
Tel: Alcester 278, 2987 
and 


1147 Birmingham Road, Hollywood, Birmingham 


RETFORD 


RALLYE SPORT CENTRE 
Tel: Retford 2266/9 (4 lines) STD 0777 
ALL RALLYING REQUIREMENTS 
CATERED FOR 


LONDON ROAD, 
RETFORD, NOTTS 


ESCORT RS2000 
GROUP ONE + PROJECT 
FOR SALE 


Car complete with Scholar developed twin 

carburretor engine, inboard ISE system, full roll cage, 

Corbeau, GT8 seats, 2 LSD, spare wheels, etc. Full 

harness seat belts, all fireproofed, Excellent bhp 
figures from the engine. 


lust needs suspension tweaking. 


£2,050 ono 


Race hire deal considered for 1975. 
Tel: 0273 25348 
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SCORPION RACING 


Hire @ Royale Formula Ford or Super Ford Royale 2000, Practice 
sessions throughout winter. Contact Michael Eastick. 
Radwin 389. 


Michael Eastick. 
Radwinter, 
Saffron Walden, 
Essex 
CB10 2TF 


KEN BAILEY OFFERS 


LEC Formula Atlantic BDA, ust rebuilt, with special 
linered block and not raced since. Ring LEC Race 
Engines for confirmation of bhp. £1250. 

One set unused Firestone B43 slicks, 9in to 13in, 
12.1in to 13in. 

One set as above not fully scrubbed in. One 
transistor box, complete. Various gear ratios for 
FT200, one March 73B front wheel, spare clutch 
plates, etc, etc. 

16 Hadfield Street. Cornbrook, Manchester, 116 9FG. 
Tel: 061-872 4711 (office), 061-973 5633 (home) 


ARE YOU MOTOR RACING IN 19757 
Here is a chance to buy 
GORDON RIGBY’S MEXICO CHALLENGE CAR 
Sth in this year’s championship 
10 races, 3 2nds, 2 3rds, 3 4ths, 2 6ths, a very 
competitive and reliable car. 

PLUS N REG. TRANSIT TRANSPORTER 
Built this year at considerable cost 
SACRIFICE THE LOT £1,500 
(possible part exchange on road car) 

Tel: St Helens (Lancs) 26960 anytime 


If you are a rally specialist or 
have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 


MACINNES AMCRON RACING 


Macinnes House, Carlton Park Industrial Estate, Saxmundham, Suffolk. Tel: Saxmundham 2262, 2615 
FOR SALE 


Matthew Argenti’s very successful FF 
Van Dieman RF74 complete with rebuilt 
Scholar engine. This car was new in July 
and has had nine sts. In 23 races never 
lower than 6th. Always meticulously 
maintained and turned out. The car will 
be resprayed to buyer's choice ... £2250 


1968 Volkswagen Dormobile with raising roof, 


FF Merlyn Mk 25 ex-Matthew Argenti. 
This car is offered as a rolling chassis, 
and is in immaculate condition. Yellow 
£1200 

Complete set of body panels for above 
£60 


bunks, cooker, sink, and rebuilt 1600 engine. 
£725 


Ideal vehicle for towing as well as offering comfortable living 
1972 Transit Luton van. New 2 litre engine. New diff. Fitted radio . 
New 5-speed gearbox for Twin Cam Europa. Unused 


Set Dunlops 600-1200-13 CR65. Half used. 


1972 (L) Hillman Hunter Estate. Rebuilt 1725 engine. New Cints . 
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BRAND NEW 


GRYPHON C4A 


This car was professionally built at the factory early 

this month and has raced only once. It’s so new it 

hasn't even been painted. Bullit box, Minilites, slotted 

and full set of wets and many spares. Complete car, 
less engine, for just £1,200. 


Hornchurch 55104 


FULL RACE SUPERCHARGED 1340 
MG MIDG! 


Ex Alan Wood/M 


Contact : GRAMAM LYNCH. 
Tol: Shottieié (0742) 27221 olice, Chesterfield (0246) 74892 home 


JOHN BLADES OFFERS 
MARCH 742 F2 


only, and as new, complete with Ford chassis 
conversion kit. Latest 847 Firestone and Goodyear wets. Many 
other spares. This must be bargain of the year. 


3 The Avenue, 
Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear 
Tol : 08944-23067, day 


GRAHAM EDEN RACING 


Offer for Sale 


Brabham BT40 Formula Atlantic. Lap record holder 
Oulton Park. Falconer bodywork. Front radiator. Two 
tier wing. All F2 specifications on Firestone B47. 
Wets B36. Gearbox FT200. One race since 
rebuild at Hewlands. Spares include: tub, wing. 
body panels, radiators, suspension parts, wheels, 
sets of B43, B41, B36 wets part used. Complete 
set gear ratios. Car ready to race and genuinely in 
perfect and immaculate condition. Engine in car one 
race since rebuild, spare unused since rebuild. Both 
engines to latest spec, and as good as best in 
Formula. D500 Diesel Transporter would take two 
cars. Recent new engine, good tyres and body. All 
for £6,500. This would include free maintenance of 
both race engines excepting parts for 1975 Atlantic 
season. 


Phone GRAHAM EDEN 021 744 6654 (work) or 
Stratford-upon-Avon 5877 (evenings). 


ECURIE SANTOS RACING 


March Sports Car. Ex Jody Sheckter. Completely rebuilt and 
modified, updated 74 suspension (all new). Rolling chassis, 
FG available £3000 

1973 Fl March. Ex Jean Pierre Jarier. Completely recondi- 
Goned and nearing complotion, Rolling chassis, Last used 
Watkins Glen 19 

F5000' March, Rolling chassis. No, ESR 1, Brand new. 
‘With DG. 

702 March. Complete with twin cam 

73/74 Formula Ford. Alexis 

Ford Capri Superioon with gearbox 

Ford Twin Cam, all steel, 1600 

Ford Twin cam, 2 titre 

Formula Ford engine, brand new 

Armstrong Dampers 

Roll Bars’ 

New Brake Hoses 

Coll Springs 

Vented dises 

Bag tanks 

Chrome Radius Rods 

Front and Rear uprights, unmachined 

Remote oil fiers, large’ size 


‘One FVA exhaust 
One Crossflow exhaust 
1973 F/Ford chassis March, brand new 
‘Two-wheel trailer, heavy duty trailer, covered 
2°M1O/i4 McLaren rear uprights and 3 shafts, Sensible offers. 
4/5 THANE WORKS, THANE VILLAS, 
LONDON, N7. 


Evenings WATFORD 30726. 


DERBY ROAD GARAGE 


KIRKBY IN ASHFIELD, NOTTS. 
ANSFIELD 753257 


Tel: 01-609 1668. 


wines, ‘NOOvSHELLS. 
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PETER BLOORE RACING 


STATION ROAD, INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
WALLINGFORD. "TEL > (04913) 31 


1970 FORD ESCORT TWIN CAM 


Modified engine, Bullit gearbox, flared wheel arches, turreted, 
twin trailing link axle, Armstrong adjustables all round, Minilite 
wheels, Goodyear Rally specials, sump guard, 4 Cibies, roll 
cage. fiameprooted 

Fully Rally prepared, in excellent condition—BUT NEVER 


RALLIED. 
£895 
Tel: Ron Clift, South Benfleet (STD 037-45) 2234 


TARPOTS SERVICE STATION 
LAMBETH ROAD, BENFLEET, ESSEX 


2nd overall Britax Championship this year. Probable winner next year (bye bye Camaros ?) 


Complete with many spares. £3750 
ALSO AVAILABLE 


White turbo 2002, 7,000 miles. £3950. 


Yellow Pantera, under 4,000 miles. £6150. 
Mustow Green Garage, Kidderminster, Worcestershire. 
Telephone: Chaddesley Corbett (056283) 433. 


END OF SEASON SALE 


Due to Change of Formula 


1 March 722/38 updated suspension bodywork. etc. Car 
with engine, Cosworth ignition and all steel BDA. 
10. 


1, all steal Cosworth Atlantic engine fully rebuilt with latest 
pistons. £775 01 

1 ail steel Cosworth BDA. Complete 74 engine. £878 ono. 

1 all ste! Cosworth BDA. Complete 74 engine, but requires 
rebuild. £600. 

1 all steel Cosworth BDA, F1 cams, etc. £575 ono. 

1 complete set 10” and 14” March rims with wets. £225 ono. 
1 March 748 exhaust, £40. Almost new. 

1 transistorised Cosworth ignition system. £35. 

1 pair 45 DCOE. £60. 

Numerous Firestone tyres. £50 per set. 

Numerous rods, cranks, etc. 1 damaged BDA engine. £275. 


1 BDA head and cam assembly complete with valves 
springs, F1 cams. Almost new £350. 


1,804 cylinder head Atlantic damaged but has been repaired. 


0722 28698 
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ARK RACING’S LOTUS ELAN 


This car has been professionally built and maintained 

and must surely be the best Elan ever constructed. 

New 1800cc engine fitted recently costing over 

£1600. For sale complete with £800 of spares, wheels 
and tyres. 


Contact daytime: Willenhall 68256 (Staffs) 
Evenings: 021-357 2905 


PIERRE ROBERT RACING TEAM 
OFFER FOR SALE 


TWO BMW F2 RACING ENGINES 


Both are 1974 models which are maintained 
by the factory and are ready to race 


£3500 each or £7000 for both 
BOX ASP 4002 


6 
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BALANCING INSURANCE 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTD ——$—— 


FOR ALL 


WEBER eek ed of od 
RES 


GEARBOXES aldon — MACHINING 


Road. Kingston $621/2. 
Sorrey. we 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. YOUR NORTHERN AND MIDLANDS 


1380/2 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW2 2HP. 


Aldon Automotive 


MISCELLANEOUS 


- HEWLAND AGENTS RE a yn 
DUPLICATING Gearbones, Spares and Repairs. ns 0 tad 
a Foe prompt and’ eficiont service ss 


telephone: 0332 40606. 


Overseas orders welcomed and promptly RACEWEAR 
executed. 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 
A’member of the Alan Smith Group. 


HEWLAND “ 
GEARBOXES 


oRERUNDS REPAIRS—NEW AND. $/M SPARES 


SPECIAL OFFER 


BRING YOUR GEARBOX IN NOW FOR 
OUR USUAL ‘NO HURRY—WINTER 
REBUILD AT SPECIAL LABOUR RATES’ 
FOR SALE (all rebuilt) 
96300 


HELMETS 


Ma 3 D, Sayeed etc 
Mx 6 FFord’spee. very good condition 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 


200 Paddenswick Road. London WE. 
el : 01-748 0370/0261 (day). 01-835 6781 (night) 


For further details 
of advertisements on these 
pages 
ring 01-636 3600 
ext 49 
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WORLD WIDE 
CAR SHIPPING | 


specialising in both trade and privately owned 
vehicles. 


Shipments arranged anywhere in the UK or Europe. 


‘Complete storage and preshipment preparation 
facilities. 
European-wide “ Transporter ” network. 
Comprehensive marine insurance. 
Details and brochure on application to : 


._— a —  — — a 
15/16 Newman Street, London W1P 3HD. 
Tel: 01-580 2231/01-580 2225. Telex: 22716. 
Geneva Frankfurt Paris 
45 3140 49 6107 2051 __—‘Tel: 70442 84 


Advanced Studentships in Automotive Design 


‘of £800 pa which will 
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AUCTION 


en8 Saturday 
> 30th November 


Eric Jackson is to flog off (if you'll excuse the term) 
all his surplus, mostly Ford Rally spares, of more 
than 500 items including: 


Dozens of tyres. M & S. Road racing and studded 
wheels 


Mexico, RS1600, Twin Cam, RS2000, Lotus Cortina. 
Thick wall cylinder blocks. BDA 2 litre block with 
Mahle pistons, heads, sumps, guards, exhausts, 
springs, Bilsteins, lamps, axles, diffs, roll cages, 
alternators, camshafts, clutches, a reboring machine, 
and an Alladins cave of Gofaster Gubbins 


Starts 11 am. Viewing from 9.30 am. All sold without 
reserve, terms cash. At: Service Garage Limited, 
Dodworth Road, Barnsley, Yorkshire. Exit 37 on the 
M1 and follow your nose. 


FIRESTONE RACING TYRES 


Slicks—Intermediates—Wets 
some new some part worn 
{§.6/20 13; 9.0/20 x 12; 9,3/20 x 13; 19.3/23 x 13: 12.1/23 x 13 
to suit 10in front and 14in oF 15in rear rims in» variety of rubber mixes 
wp t@ and including 847, 

[All must be cleared s0 offered at unbelievably cheap prices 

trom 5 wach | 
Also WEBER 48 DCOE earbu 10m £20 each 
APPLIED RACING TECHINQUES, 
12 Hunter Road, Wimbledon SW20 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


SITUATIONS WANTED 
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STEERING WHEELS 


TRANSPORTERS 


Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tol: 01-749 1391/2 


Csigemelntigi 


Cheque/PO value enclosed, 


Classification heading | (make of car, etc.) 
T 


For office use only 
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| a Led & = the Prize -winners 


Cibie are specialists. They make oniy one product—a range of motor lighting that has set new 
safety standards. They cost the little more that you would expect to pay for better technical 
design and top performance. They give you an easier, safer drive—and go on giving! Small 
wonder manufacturers and the rally and racing champions rely on Cibié. 


ALL CAR EQUIPE 


(Opposite Brands Hatch Main gate) 


Main Road, W. Kingsdown, Sevenoaks 
Kent 


CIBIE AGENTS IN KENT 


Also stockists of :- 


Ford, A.V.O., Corbeau Seats, Roll Cages, 
Race wear, etc, etc 


Tel: W. Kingsdown (047-485) 2271/3258 


SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) 


10 BRANDON TERRACE, EDINBURGH 
Tel: 031 556 3507 


We are also Scottish Distributors for 


ALEYBARS, KONI, SPEREX, MOTO LITA 
SPEEDWELL, JANSPEED, CORBEAU & RESTALL 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Pit 


ACCESSORIES 


9 CARLTON PARADE, 
ORPINGTON, KENT 
Tel 66.24035 


149 CROYDON ROAD. 
BECKENHAM, KENT 
Tel: 01-650.1941 


FOR CIBIE IN SOUTHERN IRELAND 


P. R. REILLY LIMITED 


(Motor Factors Division) 


221/239 HOWTH ROAD, 
KILLESTER, 
DUBLIN 5 


Tel: (0001) Dublin 336924 
Telex: 5590 


TON TYRES LTD. 


Main Distributor for Cibie Lighting 
IN KENT 


TON TYRES 
50 QUARRY HILL, 


TONBRIDGE, 
KENT 


Tel: 073-22-63333 


HOCKEYS GARAGE LTD. 
FORE STREET, 
CHARD, 
SOMERSET 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR SOMERSET 


(~~ 


When it comes to 
financeit's 
allinone sign 


However wide your choice of Motor Show cars 
there's a lot of good reasons for limiting your choice 
of finance companies to Lombard North Central 

Like simple Instalment Credit facilities based on 
fast, friendly, smooth-running service. 

The responsible attitude you expect from one 
of the top names in finance 

And the solid sense of reliability of doing 
business with a member of the National Westminster 
Bank Group 

When all this comes from one finance company. 
why choose another and settle for less ? Just ask 
your dealer for Lombard North Central finance. 


Lombard 


Y North Central 


—a@-_ Banking - Instalment Credit 


Regional Head Offices at : Birm am 021-744 8577 
Brighton 0273 507161. Bristol 02 London 01-349 
3131, Manchester 061-428 055 ham 0709 71144 
Branches throughout Great Britain 


E 


